
Folklore Society
o f  Gr e a t e r  W a sh i n g t o n

V o l .  I ,  N o . 4 Ja n u a r y  8 ,  1965

TH IS MO N TH ’S EXC ITIN G  PRO GRA M  i s  a  w or ksh op  on N egro  b lu e s  and  g o s p e l  m u s ic. (Se e  p o s t e r  
p a g e  for  d e t a i l s . )  Be  su r e  to  s e e  and  h ea r  t h is  s p e c ia l  co n ce r t -d e m o n s t r a t io n -d is cu s s io n  sh ow . Ed  Green , 
F lo r a  Molton , an d  Jo h n  Ja c k s o n  a r e  a l l  m u s icia n s  who l iv e  in  th e Wa sh in g ton  and  w h o, u n t il r e ce n t ly ,  h av e 
been  r e la t iv e ly  u nknow n to p eo p le  in t e r e s t e d  in  fo lk  m u s ic.

JO H N  JA C KSO N  w a s  born  in  Wood v ille , Vir g in ia , 40 y e a r s  a g o . Alth ou gh  h e co m es  from a m u s ica l  
fam ily  — h is  fa t h e r  w a s  a  b lu es  g u i t a r is t ,  h is  m oth er  p la y ed  th e  a cco r d io n , and  tw o of h is  b ro th er s  p la y  th e  
g u ita r  — h is  own r ep e r t o ir e  i s  d raw n m ain ly  from  e a r ly  r eco r d in g s  of Blin d  Lem on  Je ffe r s o n ,  Jo h n  Hurt,
Blin d  Bla k e ,  an d  Jim m ie  Ro d g e r s . Jo h n  s in g s  u n iqu e v e r s io n s  o f su ch  t r a d it io n a l so n g s  a s  "Su g a r  B a b e , ”  
"Jo h n  H e n r y ,”  and  "N o b o d y ’s B u s i n e s s . ”  H e b eg a n  p la y in g  th e  g u it a r  a t  th e  a g e  of 4; w h en  h e  w a s  10, he 
w a s  in sp ir ed  by a g u i t a r i s t  n am ed  "H a p p y ,”  who Jo h n  s a y s  w a s  b e t t e r  th an  Blin d  Bla k e .  Jo h n  p la y s  in  
th r ee tu n in g s  w h ich  h e  c a l l s  "c r o s s -n o t e  C n a t u r a l ,”  " C  n a t u r a l ,”  and  "S p a n i s h .”  Alth ou gh  h e h a s  p la y ed  
for  cou n t ry  d a n ce s  in  h is  own com m u n ity and  for  hu n t  clu b s  and  s im ila r  o r g a n iz a t io n s , h e is  n ot  a  m u s icia n  
by p r o fe s s io n . C u r r en t ly , h e  l iv e s  w ith  h is  fa m ily  in  F a i r fa x  Cou n ty .

FL O R A  M O LTO N  i s  a  s t r e e t  g o s p e l  s in g e r  who w a s  born  in  L o u is a  Cou n ty , V ir g in ia , in  1908. Sh e 
p la y s  a  d is t in c t iv e  s t y le  of "k n i fe  g u i t a r ”  in  a  G tu n in g , o ften  u s e d  by E l iz a b e t h  C o t t o n . H er  m oth er  p la y ed  
the organ , and  F l , r a  b eg a n  her  ca r e e r  p la y in g  h er  fa t h e r ’s  in s t r u m en t , th e a cco r d io n . Sh e sw it ch e d  to  th e  
"k n i f e ”  g u ita r  in  1943. H er  fa v o r ite  s in g e r s  w ere  Be s s i e  Sm ith , Si s t e r  R o s e t t a  Th a r p e , Ma Ra in e y , and  
o t h e r s . F lo r a  u s u a l ly  s in g s  in  d ow ntow n Wa sh in g ton : Mond ay th ru  Th u r sd a y  a t  th e  co rn er  of 7th  and  F  St s . ,  
N .W., an d  Fr id a y  a t  C o n n e ct icu t  Av en u e and  I7t h  St . ,  N .W. Sin ce  sh e  cam e to  D .C . in  1937, sh e  h a s  b een  
r e la t iv e ly  u n r eco g n iz ed , a lt h ou gh  m an y  fo lk -m u s ic e n t h u s ia s t s  h a v e  v i s i t e d  h er  home and  r e co r d ed  her  
m u s ic. Sh e h a s  a l s o  p la y ed  in  ch u r ch es  and  h a s  t a k e n  an  a c t iv e  p a r t  in  r e l ig io u s  w ork.

ED  G R E E N  p la y s  b lu e s ,  sa cr ed ,,  and  s e cu la r  m u s ic in  a  s t y le  th a t  p r ed a t e s  th e  e a r l i e s t  r e co rd ed  
N egro fo lk  m u s ic. H e i s  75 y e a r s  o ld , and  w a s  born  in  Be e c h e r v i l l e ,  Sou th  C a r o l in a . H is  s t y le  b e lo n g s  v ery  
d e fin i t e ly  to th e  p er iod  w h en  t h e  in t e r e s t  of N egro  fo lk  m u s icia n s  w a s  tu rn ing from th e  b a n jo  to  th e gu ita r . 
H is  p la y in g  h a s  b een  co m p a red  to  th a t  of Son  H ou se  and  C h a r lie  P a t t o n . E d ’s  fa th er  and  m oth er  p la y ed , 
r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  th e  v io l in  and  organ . Ed  b eg a n  th e  g u ita r  a t  th e ag e  of 12 and  on ly  a  y ea r  la t e r  jo in e d  Jo h n  J.  
Jo h n ’s  C a r n iv a l (on e  of th e la r g e s t  a t  th e  t im e) and  tou red  th e  cou n t ry  w ith  them for  fiv e  y e a r s .  He had  a  
fa ir ly  a c t iv e  ca r e e r  an d  b lu e s  co n n o is s e u r s  h a v e  s t a t e d  th a t , had  h e  ev e r  b een  r e co r d ed , h e  m igh t  h av e b e ­
com e on e of th e  leg en d a r y  b lu e s  fig u r e s . H av in g  w orked  a s  a h ou se  p a in te r  in  t h is  a r ea  for  a lm o s t  50 y e a r s ,  
and  p a r t ly  b e ca u s e  of a l a ck  of r e co g n i t io n , Ed  g a v e  up p la y in g  h is  gu it a r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g o . With h is  r e ­
d isco v e r y  l a s t  Sep te m b er , h e  h a s  beg u n  p la y in g  and  p er form in g  a g a in .

ED  M O RRIS, th e  p rogram m od era tor , h a s  a  s t r o n g  in t e r e s t  in  e a r ly  N egro  m u s ic w h ich  ca m e from 
su ch  e x p e r ie n ce s  a s  a  t id ew a t e r  Vir g in ia  ch ild h oo d , an  o ld  Mem p h is Min n ie r eco rd , r o ck  ’n r o l l ,  and  tw o 
co o k s  a t  a  m ili ta ry  s ch o o l  in  Wayn esbor o  who tau gh t  h im b lu e s  g u ita r . Fo r  ab ou t  th e  l a s t  4 y e a r s  e s p e c ia l ly ,  
Ed  h a s  fo llo w ed  a l l  f a c e t s  of th e  m u s ic from b o o k s  to  th e  t e a ch in g  and  fr ien d sh ip  of p er form er s (m a in ly ,
Fr ed  M cD ow ell and  Sk ip  Ja m e s ) .  H e i s  th e  D isco u n t  Re co r d  Sh o p ’s  fo lk -m u s ic exp e r t  a t  th e p r e sen t  t im e .

TO  JO IN  TH E F O L K L O R E  SO C IE T Y, sen d  you r  n am e, a d d r e s s , and  ch e ck  — m ad e ou t to  "F o lk lo r e  
So cie t y  of G r ea t e r  W a sh in g to n ”  -  ($5 for  in d iv id u a l, $7 .50  for  fam ily  m em b er sh ip ) to  Jim  L e e ,  Ro u te  1,
Bo x 15, O a k t on , Vir g in ia  22124, or jo in  a t  an y  of th e m e e t in g s . A ls o , w r ite  C a r o l L e e ,  sa m e a d d r e s s ,  if you  
w ish  to  co n t in u e  r e ce iv in g  th e  n e w s le t t e r .

P R O P O SED  P LA N S FO R F E BR U A R Y in clu d e  su ch  ev e n t s  a s  a r a r e p rogram of fi lm s  on fo lk  m u sic 
and  fo lk  lo r e .

Car ol L e e ,  Ed it o r Rou te  1, Bo x  15, O a k ton , Vir g in ia  22124



FOLKLORE SOCIETY OF GREATER W ASH IN GTON  
PRESENTS A PROGRAM  OFr
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TO BE HELD IN THE HAWTHORNE SCHOOL BASEMENT AUDITORIUM, 

(NEAR ARENA STAGE) 6th AND EYE STREETS, S.W.

23 JA N UA RY 1965

:m b e r s  f r e e

8 :3 0  PM

DONATION $1.00 NON-MEMBERS

The t hree m u s i c i a n s  a re  n o n - p r o f e s s i o n a I s ; p e r f o rm er s  w h o  ca r r y  on the o r a l  t r a d i t i o n s  of  our  f o l k  h e r i t a g e .  

T hey  ha ve  a l l  made i m p r e s s i v e  a p p e a r a n c e s  r e c e n t l y  at  the O n t a r i o  P l a c e .  Ed M o r r i s  a r r a ng e d  and w i l l  

moder at e the p ro gr am.  F o r  more i n f o r m a t i o n  on the F o l k l o r e  S o c i e t y ,  c a l l  J im  and C a r o l  L e e ,  3 8 5- 83 4 1 .


