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FOLKLORE SOCIETY to present papers on various folklore topics at Jan. 14 meeting

Papers read by University of Maryland folklore students on the Cinderella motif, 
holidays, and folklore and anthropology, will be the program for the monthly meeting 
of the Folklore Society of Greater Washington held Friday, January 14, at 8 30 p.m. 
in Pierce Hall, behind All-Souls Unitarian Church, 15th and Harvard Streets, N. W.
A lighted parking lot is available east of 15th and Fuller Streets.

Admission to this and other monthly meetings is free to Folklore Society mem­
bers. The public is invited and admission for non-members is $1.00. Memberships 
can be obtained at any meeting.

For many years, a number of American universities and colleges have been 
offering academic courses in folklore, folksong, and the ballad, usually within 
English, Anthropology, or Music Departments. Graduate programs in folklore 
study have recently been established at Indiana University, University of California 
at Los Angeles, University of Pennsylvania, University of North Carolina, and 
University of California at Berkeley. To the best of our knowledge, the only course- 
work available in these topics at local institutions is the "Introduction to Folklore" 
course which has been offered for several years in the Department of English at the 
University of Maryland, first under the supervision of Professor Franklin D. Cooley, 
and now under Professors Esther K. Birdsall and Douglas J. McMillan. Additional 
offerings in folk narrative and the ballad are under consideration at the University 
of Maryland for the coming fall.

Five students currently enrolled in "Introduction to Folklore" will present 
reports on their folklore researches at the January 14 meeting of the FSGW. The 
program will be introduced by Professor Birdsall, and will include the following 
papers

Mary Bryce "Important Holidays"
J. Thomas Morley "Folklorists vs. Anthropologists The Role of Context"
Louise K. Grotlish "Apples and Apple Trees in Folklore"
Carolyn Ball1 "Borderline Folklore"
Cathy Ryan. "The Cinderella Motif in European and Oriental Tales"
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C o a l - M i n e r s '  S on gs  F e a t u r e d  on  N e w  L P  R e c o r d  
I s s u e d  f o r  S a l e  b y  t h e  L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s

T h r ou g h  a  g r a n t  f r o m  t h e  C a r n e g i e  C o r p o r a t i o n  o f  N e w  Yor k ,  t h e  L i b r a r y  
o f  C o n g r e s s  h a s  i s s u e d  f o r  s a l e  a  n e w  L P  r e c o r d  o f  c o a l - m i n e r s '  s o n g s .  P r o ­
d u ce d  f r o m  r e c o r d i n g s  m a d e  in  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 4 0 ' s ,  i t s  t i t l e  is  "S on g s  a n d  B a l l a d s  
o f  t h e  B i t u m i n ou s  M i n e r s .  "

T h i s  l a t e s t  1 2 - i n c h  m i c r o g r o o v e  r e c o r d  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  s e r i e s  o f  fo l k  m u s i c  
r e c o r d i n g s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  r e p r o d u c e d  f r o m  t h e  L i b r a r y ' s  A r c h i v e  o f  F o l k  S on g .  
A c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a  p a m p h l e t  con t a i n i n g  e x p l a n a t o r y  n ot e s  a n d  t h e  w o r d s  o f  t h e  
s o n g s ,  t h e  r e c o r d  m a y  b e  p u r c h a s e d  b y  m a i l  f r o m  t h e  R e c o r d i n g  L a b o r a t o r y ,
M u s i c  D i v i s i o n ,  L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s ,  W a s h i n g t on ,  D C .  2 0 5 4 0 ,  f o r  $ 4 . 9 5  
( i n cl u d i n g  s h i p p i n g  a n d  h a n d l i n g ) .  T h e  o r d e r  n u m b e r  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  i s  L 6 0 ,  a n d  
c h e c k s  s h ou l d  b e  m a d e  p a y a b l e  t o " M u s i c  D i v i s i o n ,  L i b r a r y  of  C o n g r e s s . "  A l l  
o r d e r s  m u s t  b e  p r e p a i d  u n l e s s  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a n  o f f i c i a l  i n s t i t u t i on a l  p u r c h a s e  
o r d e r .  M a i l  o r d e r  f o r m s  l i s t i n g  t h e  con t e n t  o f  R e c o r d  L 6 0  w i l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  u p on  
r e q u e s  t

T h e  s on g s  f o r  t h i s  l o n g -p l a y i n g  r e c o r d  w e r e  s e l e c t e d  b y  G e o r g e  K o r s o n  f r o m  
h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  of  f i e l d  r e c o r d i n g s  w h i ch  a r e  in  t h e  L i b r a r y  of  C o n g r e s s ,  a n d  h e  
w r o t e  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  n ot e s  f o r  t h e  a c c o m p a n y i n g  p a m p h l e t  A  F e l l o w  of  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
F o l k l o r e  S o c i e t y ,  M r  K o r s o n  i s  t h e  a u t h or  o f  s e v e n  b ook s  on  f o l k l o r e ,  f i v e  of  
w h i ch  r e l a t e  t o c o a l  m i n i n g .  H e  r e c o r d e d  h i s  f o l k l o r e  m a t e r i a l  in  r e m o t e  c o a l  
m i n i n g  c a m p s  a n d  t ow n s ,  m o s t l y  in  t h e  S ou t h e r n  A p p a l a ch i a n  r e g i o n .  T h e s e  s on g s  
r e f l e c t  t h e  fo l k w a y s  o f  b i t u m i n ou s  (s of t  c o a l )  m i n e r s  o f  a  g e n e r a t i o n  o r  t wo a g o ,  
b e f o r e  a u t om a t i on  w r ou g h t  i t s  g r e a t e s t  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  ch a n g e s  in  t h e  A p p a l a ­
ch i a n  c o a l  f i e l d s .

" N e g r o e s  p l a y e d  a n  ou t s t a n d i n g  r o l e  in  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  fo l k  m u s i c  in  t h e  
b i t u m i n ou s  i n d u s t r y , "  w r i t e s  M r  K o r s o n .  " N e g r o  s l a v e s  w e r e  p r o b a b l y  t h e  
f i r s t  s o f t  c o a l  m i n e r s  in  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  . . . N e g r o  b i t u m i n ou s  m i n e r s  s h ow e d  
a  m a r k e d  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  c o u n t r y  b l u e s  a s  m o d e l s  fo r  t h e i r  i m p r o v i s e d  t op i ca l  
s o n g s .  B l u e s  w e r e  s u n g  a s  a  s o l o  w i t h  a  g u i t a r  o r  s o m e  ot h e r  f o l k  i n s t r u m e n t  
T h i s  w a s  in  c o n t r a s t  t o t h e  a n t h r a c i t e  m i n e r s '  b a l l a d s  w h i ch  w e r e  r a r e l y  s u n g  
w i t h  i n s t r u m e n t a l  a c c o m p a n i m e n t  . . T h e  b l u e s  w e r e  w o r l d l y  a n d  s p r a n g  f r o m
e v e r y d a y  l i f e ,  a n d  w e r e  m o r e  s u i t e d  t h a n  s p i r i t u a l s  f o r  t h e  m i n e r s '  p u r p o s e .
T h e  b l u e s  s i n g e r  t r a n s l a t e d  e v e r y  o c c u r r e n c e  i n t o h i s  ow n  i n t i m a t e  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  
A f t e r  a  s on g  h a d  b e e n  c r e a t e d  it  w a s  t a k e n  o v e r  b y  t h e  fo l k ,  N e g r o  a n d  w h i t e ,  a s  
i t s  u n q u e s t i on e d  p o s s e s s i o n .  R e c o r d  N o.  L 6 0  h a s  s i x  b l u e s  s on g s  r e c o r d e d  b y  
w h i t e  m i n e r s . '

A  c a t a l o g  l i s t i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  s e r i e s  of  L P  r e c o r d s  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  t h e  L i b r a r y  
o f  C o n g r e s s  m a y  b e  ob t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of  D o c u m e n t s ,  G o v e r n m e n t  
P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  W a s h i n g t on ,  D .  C .  2 0 4 0 2 ,  f o r  40 ce n t s  in  co i n .



CALENDAR OF COMING FSGW EVENTS

JANUARY 29--GOLDEN RING SING--open sing run by John Dildine, 8:30 p.m. , 
Union Methodist Church, 814-20th Street, N. W. , Washington. 
Members free; non-members, $1.00; students 50̂ . There will 
be no set program, but the songs will relate to one another as we 
go through the evening.

FEBRUARY 11--speaker to be announced. 8:30 p.m., Pierce Hall.

FEBRUARY 13--The Beers Family, Columbia recording artists--Sunday afternoon 
at 3:00 p.m. in Pierce Hall, behind All-Souls Unitarian Church,
15th and Harvard Streets, N. W. $1.00, members; $2.00, non- 
members, 50 ,̂ children under 12 (whether members or not).

MARCH II -- nominations of FSGW officers/ discussion meeting/ two films to be 
shown. 8:30 p.m., Pierce Hall.

APRIL 8 -- more nominations/ musical program . 8-30 p.m. , Pierce Hall.

MAY 13 -- election of officers/ speaker to be announced. 8:30 p.m. , Pierce Hall.

JUNE 10 -- musical program to be announced . 8:30 p.m., Pierce Hall.
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FRANK PROFFI TT MEMORIAL BENEFIT CONCERT. . .  
January 28, 1966, Hunter College, N. Y., N. Y. 
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NEW BOOKS from Dover Publications, 180 Varick St. , N. Y. , N. Y. , 10014, come
the child ballads, i. e. , The English and Scottish Popular Ballads by Francis James 
Child (Orig. published part by part 1882-1898), a five-volume, paperbound re-issue 
of a classic work on ballads. ($2. 75 per volume)

!TO JOIN the FSGW, fill out the form below. Checks should be made out: 
Folklore Society of Greater Washington 
P.O. Box 19174, 20th Street Station 
Washington, D. C. 20036

Nam e ____________________________________________
Address
Phone

ICircle one: family $7. 50 single $5. 00 mailing list only



F o l k l o r e  S o c i e t y  o f  G r e a t e r  W a s h i n g t o n  
P . O .  B o x  1 9 1 7 4  -  2 0 t h  S t r e e t  S t a t i on  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D  C .  2 0 0 3 6


