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THE BEERS FAMILY--Bob, Evelyne and Martha—will present a concert for the 
Folklore Society of Greater Washington at 3 p.m. on Sunday, February 13th, in Pierce 
Hall. The program will consist primarily of Irish-American music with accompani­
ment on the psaltery, plucked dulcimer, fiddle, fiddlesticks and limberjacks.

Part of the music to be heard will be that of Bob's grandfather George Sullivan, 
who was born of Irish parents in 1853 in Pennsylvania and whose songs and airs Bob 
and Evelyne have learned and taught to their daughter Martha. Other music which the 
Beers perform has been learned from traditional sources such as May Kennedy McCord 
of Springfield, Missouri.

For more than 15 years the Beers have sung and played at folk festivals. Recently 
they have appeared at large folk clubs such as Gerde's Folk City in New York. Their 
festival appearances include those at the National Folk Festival, Newport Folk Festival, 
Philadelphia Folk Festival, Indian Neck Folk Festival, and the First New York Folk 
Festival. They have appeared a number of times on the Johnny Carson Show on tele­
vision and have given concerts at Carnegie Hall in Lincoln Center in New York.

They have recorded for Folkways, Columbia, and Prestige. Their awards have 
been many. At the age of 12, Bob placed in a tie at an old time fiddlers' contest in 
North Freedom, Wisconsin, where he spent summers with his grandfather. In I960,
TV Radio Mirror magazine awarded a gold medal to the Beers' television program 
"On Strings of Song" as the "best TV music program in the western states." In 1964, 
they won the annual Burl Ives award for "an outstanding contribution in preserving 
traditional music. "

Bob Beers is a professionally educated and trained musician, having served as 
a concert master and performed as a concert violinist. But, when it comes to old- 
time fiddling, to quote George Armstrong, "He is a master. He fiddles just as he 
learned from his grandfather."

The psaltery, on which Bob accompanies Evelyne's songs, is a very rare 
instrument and seldom heard. It is the earliest ancestor of the piano. The strings 
are plucked directly with the bare fingers. The fiddlesticks and limberjacks have 
to be seen to be appreciated.

Tickets will be available at the door. General admission is $2; members, $1; 
and children (under 12), 50{f. Pierce Hall is behind All Souls' Unitarian Church,
16 th and Harvard Sts, , N. W. A private parking lot is east of 15 th and Fuller Sts.

P. O. Box 19174 20th Street Station Washington, D. C. 20036



F O L K L O R E  S O C IE TY O F  G R E AT E R  W AS H ING TO N

P u r p o s e

Th e  F o lk lo r e  S o c ie t y  o f G r e a t e r  W a s h ­
in gt on  wa s  fo r m e d  in  O c t o b e r ,  1964 .  We  
w is h  t o p r o m o t e  b ot h  t h e  s t u d y a n d  e n jo y ­
m e n t  o f t h e  fo lk  m u s ic  a n d  fo lk lo r e  o f t h e  
Am e r ic a n  p e o p le  a s  p a r t  o f t h e  e ve r y d a y  
l i fe  in  ou r  c o m m u n it y .

W e  h op e  t o:

•  S e r ve  a s  a  fo c a l  p oin t  fo r  in d ivid u a ls  
in  t h e  g r e a t e r  Wa s h in gt o n  a r e a  wh o a r e  
in t e r e s t e d  in  t h e  b r o a d  a r e a  o f Am e r ic a n
fo lk lo r e .

•  C a r r y  on  a  p r o g r a m  o f a c t iv i t ie s  
wh ich  w i l l  s p r e a d  fo lk  m a t e r ia l s  a n d  
in fo r m a t io n  a b ou t  t h e m .  Alt h o u gh  w e  
a r e  p r im a r i ly  c o n c e r n e d  w it h  Am e r ic a n  
fo lk lo r e ,  w e  a r e  a ls o  in t e r e s t e d  in  t h e 
fo lk lo r e  o f o t h e r  c o u n t r ie s ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  
t h a t  o f o t h e r  E n g lis h - s p e a k in g  c o u n t r ie s .

•  S t im u la t e  t h e  in t e r e s t  o f t h e c o m m u n ­
i t y  in  fo lk  m a t e r ia ls  b y m e a n s  o f a c t ive  
p a r t ic ip a t io n  a s  w e l l  a s  p a s s ive  a p p r e ­
c ia t io n .

•  S t im u la t e  in t e r e s t  in  t h e s t u d y o f m a t ­
e r ia ls  r e la t in g  t o t h e  fo lk lo r e  o f Am e r ic a .

B e n e fi t s  t o M e m b e r s

M e m b e r s  a r e  a d m it t e d  fr e e  o f c h a r g e  
t o t h e p r o g r a m s  w h ic h  a r e  p a r t  o f t h e  r e g ­
u la r  m o n t h ly  m e e t in g s .  A s u b s t a n t ia l 
d is cou n t  r a t e  is  o ffe r e d  t o m e m b e r s  a t  
fr e q u e n t  s p e c ia l  e ve n t s .  M e m b e r s  a ls o  
r e c e iv e  d is c ou n t s  a t  a  n u m b e r  o f lo c a l  
s t o r e s  on  m u s ic a l  in s t r u m e n t s  a n d  r e ­
la t e d  i t e m s .

As  a  s e r v i c e  t o m e m b e r s ,  t h e  S o c ie t y  
p u b lis h es  a  m o n t h ly  N e w s le t t e r ,  wh ich  
fe a t u r e s  n ews  o f t h e  S o c ie t y ,  a  c a le n d a r  
o f lo c a l  a n d  n a t ion a l e ve n t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
p o s s ib le  r e c o r d  a n d  b ook  r e v ie w s ,  fo lk ­
lo r e  t e x t s ,  a n d  a r t i c le s .

M e m b e r s h ip  in  t h e  F S G W a ffo r d s  p e o p le  
t h e  op p o r t u n it y  t o b e c o m e  a cq u a in t ed  w it h  
o t h e r s  wit h  s im i la r  a c a d e m ic  a n d / or  p e r ­
fo r m a n c e  in t e r e s t s  in  fo lk  m a t e r ia ls .

M e m b e r s  o f t h e F S G W a r e  in vit e d  t o 
a t t en d  a l l  m e m b e r s h ip  a n d  E x e c u t ive  
B o a r d  m e e t in gs  o f t h e o r ga n iza t io n  a n d  
t o t a k e  p a r t  in  t h e  d is c u s s io n s ,  s e r v e  on  
va r io u s  c o m m it t e e s ,  a n d  vo t e  a t  m e e t in g s .

M e e t in gs

Mo n t h ly  m e m b e r s h ip  m e e t in g s ,  wh ich  
in c lu d e  p la n n ed  p r o g r a m s  o f p e r fo r m e r s ,  
fi lm s ,  o r  s p e a k e r s ,  a r e  s c h e d u le d  t h r ou gh ­
ou t  t h e y e a r  fr o m  O c t o b e r  t h r ou gh  J u n e.  
E x e c u t ive  B o a r d  m e e t in g s ,  w h e r e  m o s t  
o f t h e  S o c ie t y ' s  b u s in e s s  is  con d u c t ed ,  
a r e  a ls o  op en  to m e m b e r s ,

P r o g r a m s

S om e  o f t h e p r o g r a m s  a n d  s p e c ia l  
eve n t s  w h ic h  h a ve  b e e n  p r e s e n t e d  b y t h e  
F S G W d u r in g it s  fi r s t  y e a r - a n d - a - h a l f 
h a ve  b een  a  le c t u r e - d e m o n s t r a t io n  on  
t h e Ap p a la c h ia n  d u lc im e r ,  a  g o s p e l  a n d  
b lu es  p r o g r a m ,  a  s h owin g o f fi lm s ,  fo lk -  
s in gs ,  a  le c t u r e  on  Am e r ic a n  F o lk l i fe  
R e s e a r c h ,  c o n c e r t s  b y E liza b e t h  Cot t on  
a n d  t h e M c P e a k e  F a m ily ,  fo lk  m u s ic  on  
c o m m e r c ia l  "R a c e " a n d  "H i l l b i l l y " 
r e c o r d s ,  a n d  J e w is h  fo lk s o n gs  p e r fo r m e d  
b y T o s s i  a n d  L e e  Aa r o n .

Th e  S o c ie t y  p la n s  t o con t in u e t h is  
v a r ie t y  of p r o g r a m m in g .  In  t im e ,  we  
h op e  to s p o n s o r  a  fo lk  fe s t iv a l ,  p r o m o t e  
lo c a l  c o l le c t in g ,  a n d  p u b lis h  a  fo lk lo r e  
jo u r n a l.  Wh a t  w e  d o w i l l  d ep en d  on  t h e  
d e ve lo p in g  in t e r e s t s  o f t h e m e m b e r s h ip .

M e m b e r s h ip

M e m b e r s h ip  in  t h e F o lk lo r e  S o c ie t y  
is  op en  to a n yon e  in t e r e s t e d  in  va r io u s  
a s p e c t s  o f fo lk lo r e  an d fo lk  m u s ic .  Du es  
fo r  fa m i ly  m e m b e r s h ip  a r e  $ 7 .  50 p e r  
y e a r ,  in d ivid u a l m e m b e r s h ip ,  $ 5 , 0 0 .
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F E B R U A R Y  2 6 - ~ O p e n  s i n g  h e a d e d  b y  J on a t h a n  E b e r h a r t - - 8  30 p m .  , U n i on  M e t h od i s t  
C h u r ch ,  8 I 4 - 2 0 t h  St  , N , W , W a s h .  , D . C .  M e m b e r s  f r e e ,  n o n - m e m ­
b e r s ,  $ 1 . 0 0 ,  s t u d e n t s ,  50^ ,
P r a y i n g  a n d  C r y i n g  w i t h  M o t h e r  a n d  G o d - - S o n g s  o f  s a l v a t i on ,  s o r r o w ,  
s a c c h a r i n i t y , a n d  o c c a s i o n a l  foo t  s t om p i n g  Al l  w e l c o m e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
s i n g i n g  I f y ou  w a n t  t o p a r t i c i p a t e  in  t h e  S in g ,  c a l l  J on a t h a n  E b e r h a r t  
d u r i n g  t h e  d a y  a t  N O .  7 - 2 2 5 5 .

M A R C H  1 1 - - n o m i n a t i o n s  o f  F S G W  o f f i c e r s /  d i s c u s s i o n  m e e t i n g /  t wo f i l m s  t o b e  s h ow n .
8 . 3 0  p . m .  , P i e r c e  H a l l  (b e h i n d  A l l  S ou s '  U n i t a r i a n  C h u r ch )  16t h  & H a r v a r d

M A R C H  2 6 - - o p e n  s i n g  r u n  b y  M i k e  R i v e r s .

A P R I L  8 - - m o r e  n o m i n a t i o n s /  m u s i c a l  p r o g r a m  8 30 p . m .  , P i e r c e  H a l l .

A P R I L  3 0 - - o p e n  s i n g

M A Y  1 3 - - e l e c t i o n  o f  o f f i c e r s /  s p e a k e r  t o . b e  a n n ou n ce d  8 . 3 0  p . m  , P i e r c e  H a l l .

J U N E  1 0 - - m u s i c a l  p r o g r a m  t o b e  a n n ou n ce d .  8 30 p . m .  , P i e r c e  H a l l .

M E M B E R S ' ,  P L E A S E  p r e s e n t  y ou r  m e m b e r s h i p  c a r d s  a t  t h e  d o o r  w h e n  y ou  a t t e n d  a n y  
o f  t h e  F o l k l o r e  S o c i e t y  f u n c t i on s .

C L U B S  I N  T H E  W AS H I N G T O N  A R E A  F E A T U R I N G  F O L K  M U S I C

T H E  B R I D G E - -2 0 2 7  N i c h o l s  A v e .  , S E  , p h on e  5 8 1 -8 1 5 5  (r u n  b y  N e i g h b o r s ,  I n c.  ) 
o c c a s i o n a l  f o l k  m u s i c ,  a l t h ou g h  n ot  p r i m a r i l y  a  f o l k  m u s i c  c l u b - - a l s o  o t h e r  a r t  f o r m s .

T H E  R E A L  D I R  T - - H i l l a n d a l e  a r e a  in  S i l v e r  S p r i n g  - - F i r d a y  n i gh t s  o n l y - - f o l k  m u s i c  
a n d  p o e t r y .  A n y o n e  i n t e r e s t e d ,  c a l l  J o F e l d m a n  J U .  7 -9 1 6 3

T H E  G A T E  T O - - C h u r c h - o p e r a t e d  c o f f e e  h o u s e ,  op e n  on  F r i d a y  a n d  S a t u r d a y  n i gh t s  
f r o m  10 p . m .  u n t i l  1 a . m .  16t h  a n d  N e w t on ,  N.  W.

T H R O U G H  T H E  G A T E - - C a p i t o l  H i l l  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r ch ,  4 t h  a n d  I n d e p e n d e n ce ,
S W P h on e  L I .  7 - 8 6 7 6 .  P e r f o r m e r s  i n v i t e d .

S E V E N T H  S O N - -1 7 8 2  F l o r i d a  A v e n u e ,  N.  W P h o n e  4 6 2 -9 4 8 0 .  O p e n  e v e r y  n igh t  
f r o m  8 p m  t o 4 a ,  m .  P e r f o r m e r s  i n v i t e d .  P a i d  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  w i t h  c o v e r  c h a r g e  
F r i d a y  a n d  S a t u r d a y  n i gh t s  R e c e n t l y  f e a t u r e d  h a v e  b e e n  F l o r a  M ol t on ,  E d  M o r r i s ,  
a n d  R u s t i  C l a r k .

C E L L A R  D O O R - - M  S t r e e t  in  G e o r g e t o w n - - g r a d u a l l y  w o r k i n g  ou t  o f  t h e i r  fo l k  m u s i c - -  
n ow  i n cl u d i n g  m o r e  n o n - f o l k  p e r f o r m e r s  P h on e  3 3 7 -3 3 9 0

* * * H a r d l y  a n y  f o l k  m u s i c  i s  h e a r d  n o w  a t  t h e  L u t e  a n d  L y r e  a t  10 t h  & K ,  N  W T h e  
C a r a p a n  a n d  t h e  S e c o n d  A c t  a r e  a d d e d  t o t h e  l i s t  o f  c l u b s  w h o h a v e  g on e  ou t  of  b u s i ­
n e s s ,  a l on g  w i t h  t h e  S h a d ow s ,  E n d o r  I n n ,  O n t a r i o  P l a c e ,  a n d  t h e  U n i co r n .
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S ch e d u l e  f o r  J oh n  D i l d i n e ' s  F o l k  M u s i c  R a d i o  P r o g r a m ,  S t a t ion  W A M U - F M  88.  5 m e
F r i d a y s ,  8 00 p m  - 10 00 p m

C h i l d  B a l l a d s  in  E n g l a n d  a n d  A m e r i c a

M u s i c  b y  t h e  B e e r s  F a m i l y  F i d d l e ,  p s a l t e r y ,  d u l c i m e r  a n d  s i n g i n g  b y  
a n  A m e r i c a n  f a m i l y  w i t h  a  t r a d i t i on  o f  m u s i c  m a k i n g .

R e c o r d i n g s  f r o m  t h e  A r c h i v e  of  F o l k s o n g  of  t h e  L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s .

I n t e r v i e w  a n d  s i n g i n g  of  C h u ck  a n d  N a n  P e r d u e .

F o l k  C u l t u r e  o f  1 9 2 0 ' s  a n d  1 9 3 0 ' s  on  r e c o r d s .
An  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  R i c h a r d  S p o t t s w ood ,  l o c a l  c o l l e c t o r  o f  ol d  J a z z ,  B l u e s ,  
a n d  H i l l b i l l y  r e c o r d i n g s  a n d  p r o d u c e r  of  r e c o r d s

" T h e  C i t y  B i l l i e s "  . . N e o  C ou n t r y  M u s i c .
M u s i c  m a d e  b y  y ou n g  c i t y  p e o p l e  p a t t e r n e d  a f t e r  o l d e r  c o u n t r y  m u s i c  s t r i n g  
b a n d s .

" B l u e s m e n - T h e n  a n d  N o w " - -  r e d i s c o v e r e d  b l u e s  s i n g e r s  a s  t h e y  s ou n d e d  
on  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  r e c o r d i n g s  a n d  a s  t h e y  s ou n d  n ow

" T h e  R ig h t  W a y "  - - a  s u r v e y  of  s e v e r a l  fo l k  s on g s  a n d  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n t  
v e r s i o n s  s h ow i n g  h ow  d i f f e r e n t  t h e  s a m e  b a s i c  s on g  ca n  a p p e a r .

* *J oh n  D i l d i n e ,  P u b l i c i t y  C h a i r m a n  f o r  t h e  F S G W ,  h a s  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  n a m e d  t o t h e  
B o a r d  of  D i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  N a t i on a l  F o l k  F e s t i v a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  I n c.

T h e  l o c a l  c h a p t e r s  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  M u s i c o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  a n d  M u s i c  L i b r a r y  
A s s o c i a t i o n  w i l l  m e e t  a t  2 p , m  on  S a t u r d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  12t h  a t  t h e  S m i t h s on i a n  I n s t i ­
t u t i on ,  M u s e u m  o f  H i s t o r y  a n d  T e c h n o l o g y  (a u d i t o r i u m )  P a p e r s  t o b e  g i v e n  a r e  
" A  G r ou p  o f  M a s s e s  b y  J o s e p h  E y b l e r  1 7 6 4 - 1 8 4 6 " ,  "D e f i n i t i o n  a n d  S t y l i s t i c  U s e s  of  
t h e  V i o l o n e  1 5 0 0 - 1 7 0 0 " ,  a n d  " T o w a r d  M u s i c a l  I n fo r m a t i o n  R e t r i e v a l .  "

>!<   >!” !< >!« >!< =!< >!<=!< >\<  > !< > !<  >!<   >!= >!= > ! < *  -.< >!< > ;<= !<> !< = !<    >!<   s|< >!< >!< >\< >!< >\< ;!<  =!< s{e >[< =!< >\< >!< -fi       >!« s.-   > ! ' >!< -!<  >!< >!< >!<       *!<;|s *
| T O  J O I N  T H E  S O C I E T Y ,  f i l l  ou t  t h e  f o r m  b e l o w .  C h e ck s  s h ou l d  b e  m a d e  ou t  t o '  x
X F o l k l o r e  S o c i e t y  o f  G r e a t e r  W a s h i n g t on  x
S P .  O.  B o x  1 9 1 7 4  - 2 0 t h  S t r e e t  S t a t i on  x
|  W a s h i n g t on ,  D .  C .  2 0 0 3 6  xI i
x N a m e ________________________________________________________  x
x A d d r e s s  x
I ______________________________________________________ z i p __________
x P h on e  XI I
x C i r c l e  on e  f a m i l y  $ 7 .  50 s i n g l e  $ 5 .  00 m a i l i n g  l i s t  on l y  x
*  *  >:< *  *  *  *  *  *  >:< *  *  *  *  *  >:< *  *  *  *  *  >:< *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  >;< *  *  >;< *  *  *  *  >:< *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  >:« *  *  *  *  *  *  *  >:< *  *  *  *  *  *  *    *  >:= * *  *    *  *  *
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S ch e d u l e  f o r  J oh n  D i l d i n ' s  F o l k  M u s i c  R a d i o  P r o g r a m ,  S t a t i on  W A M U - F M  8 8 .  5 m e
F r i d a y s ,  8 00 p . m .  - 10 -00  p . m .

C h i l d  B a l l a d s  in  E n g l a n d  a n d  A m e r i c a .

M u s i c  b y  t h e  B e e r s  F a m i l y .  F i d d l e ,  P s a l t e r y ,  D u l c i m e r  a n d  S i n g in g  
b y  a n  A m e r i c a n  f a m i l y  w i t h  a  t r a d i t i on  of  m u s i c  m a k i n g .

R e c o r d i n g s  f r o m  t h e  A r c h i v e  o f  F o l k s o n g  of  t h e  L i b r a r y  of  C o n g r e s s .

I n t e r v i e w  a n d  s i n g i n g  of  C h u ck  a n d  N a n  P e r d u e .

F o l k  C u l t u r e  o f  1 9 2 0 ' s  a n d  1 9 3 0 ' s  on  r e c o r d s .
An  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  R i c h a r d  S p o t t s w ood ,  l o c a l  c o l l e c t o r  of  ol d  J a z z ,  
B l u e s ,  a n d  H i l l b i l l y  r e c o r d i n g s  a n d  p r o d u c e r  of  r e c o r d s .

" T h e  C i t y  B i l l i e s "  . . . N e o  C ou n t r y  M u s i c .
M u s i c  m a d e  b y  you n g  c i t y  p e op l e  p a t t e r n e d  a f t e r  o l d e r  c o u n t r y  m u s i c  
s t r i n g  b a n d s .

" B l u e s m e n - T h e n  a n d  N ov /" - -  r e d i s c o v e r e d  b l u e s  s i n g e r s  a s  t h e y  
s ou n d e d  on  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  r e c o r d i n g s  a n d  a s  t h e y  s ou n d  n ow .

" T h e  R i gh t  W a y "  - -  a  s u r v e y  o f  s e v e r a l  fo l k  s on g s  a n d  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n t
v e r s i o n s  s h ow i n g  h ow  d i f fe r e n t  t h e  s a m e  b a s i c  s on g  ca n  a p p e a r .

**J oh n  D i l d i n e ,  P u b l i c i t y  C h a i r m a n  f o r  t h e  F S G W ,  h a s  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  n a m e d  t o 
t h e  B o a r d  of  D i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  N a t i on a l  F o l k  F e s t i v a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  I n c.

T h e  l o c a l  ch a p t e r s  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  M u s i c o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  a n d  M u s i c  L i b r a r y  
A s s o c i a t i o n  w i l l  m e e t  a t  2 p . m .  on  S a t u r d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  12t h  a t  t h e  S m i t h s on i a n  
I n s t i t u t i on ,  M u s e u m  of  H i s t o r y  a n d  T e c h n o l o g y  (a u d i t o r i u m ) .  P a p e r s  t o b e  g i v e n  
a r e  "A  G r o u p  of  M a s s e s  b y  J o s e p h  E y b l e r  1 7 6 4 - 1 8 4 6 " ,  "D e f i n i t i on  a n d  S t y l i s t i c ,  
U s e s  of  t h e  V i o l o n e  1 5 0 0 - 1 7 0 0 " ,  a n d  " T o w a r d  M u s i c a l  I n fo r m a t i on  R e t r i e v a l . "
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F e b .  25 - 

M a r .  4 -

M a r .  11 -

M a r .  18 - 

M a r .  25 -

P L E A S E  H E L P  US P U B L I C I Z E  T H E  B E E R S  F A M I L Y  C O N C E R T  ON  
F E B R U A R Y  13TH  B Y P O S T I N G  T H E  P O S T E R ,  E N C L O S E D  W I T H  TH I S  
N E W S L E T T E R ,  O N  A B U L L E T I N  B O A R D .



TO J OI N  t h e S oci e t y ,  f i l l  ou t  t h e f o r m  b e l ow .  C h e ck s  s h ou ld  b e  m a d e  ou t  t o: 
F o l k l o r e  S oci e t y  o f  G r e a t e r  Wa s h in g t on  
P .  O.  B ox  19174 - 20t h  S t r e e t  S t a t ion  
Wa s h i n g t on ,  D C. 20036

N a m e __________________________________________________
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W a s h i n g t on ,  D. C 20036
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