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SCOTS SI NGER NORMAN KENNEDY 
TO PERFORM HERE FRI DAY,  DECEMBER 8 ’ ’

Nor man Kennedy,  si nger  f r om t he nor t heast  of  Scot l and and soon- t o- be weaver  at  Col oni al  
Wi l l i amsbur g, . Vi r gi ni a, wi l l  per f or m at  t he Soci et y’ s mont hl y pr ogr am,  8: 30 p. m. ,  Fr i day,  
December  8,  i n t he Washi ngt on Et hi cal  Soci et y audi t or i um,  7750 -  16t h St r eet  NW. ,  Washi ngt on,  
D. C.  , j •   ; i  •. :. f : *• :- i * ;

Nor t heast  Scot l and has l ong been a t r easur e t r ove f or  bal l ad hunt er s.  I t  i s t he home 
of  Jeanni e Rober t son,  cal l ed by some " t he wor l d’ s gr eat est  f pl ksi nger , "  and was much ear l i er  
t he home of  Pet er  Buchan,  one of  t he si gni f i cant  penul t i mat e sour ces f or  t he col l ect i on of  
Fr anci s James Chi l d.  J t  i s t her e t hat  Gavi n Gr ei g made hi s l ar ge col l ect i on of  f ol ksong.

Nor man Kennedy si ngs unaccompani ed bal l ads and songs i n Engl i sh and Gael i c.  The l at t er  
he l ear ned on hi s nt eny t r i ps t o t he Hebr i des.  He al so ’Mi ddl es"  or  makes " mout h musi c, "  
whi ch i s dance musi c made wi t h t he mout h and t r adi t i onal  i n I r el and and Scot l and.

I n hi s own wor ds:  " My f ol k have l i ved i n and ar ound Aber deen f or  gener at i ons so t hat
i s wher e we bel ong.  Some of  my mot her ’ s peopl e wer e si nger s and coul d pl ay i nst r ument s l i ke 
t he concer t i na,  accor di on,  f i ddl e,  mel odeon,  et c . , and as t her e wer e*  al ways ol der  peopl e,

• gr andpar ent s and aunt s,  i n t he hol i se t hey sang t o us a l ot .* .
" By t he t i me I  was about  t wel ve I  was l ear ni ng songs f r om si nger s l i ke Davi e St ewar t ,

I t he t i nker - si nger , as we l i ved acr oss t he st r eet  f r om hi m at  one t i me and al so ver y cl ose 
• t o Jeanni e Rober t son’ s mot her ,  Mar i a.  The t i nker s used t o si ng i n t he st r eet s and t he 
mar ket pl ace,  and I  woul d st and and l i st en t i l l  I  got  t he song r i ght .  When I  was sevent een 
I  went  t o t he I sl e of  Bar r a i n t he Out er  Hebr i des and was i n t he hear t  of  t he Scot t i sh 
Gael i c way of  l i vi ng t her e.  I  went  ever y summer  f or  t en year s and was wel l  acquai nt ed 
wi t h t he ol d si nger s and st or yt el l er s t her e.  These wer e peopl e who had f i ve or  si x hundr ed 
songs i n t hei r  heads f or  most  of  t hem coul dn’ t  r ead Gael i c as t hat  was not  encour aged by 
t he school s when t hey wer e young.  Si nce l eavi ng school  at  si xt een and a hal f  I  had t aken 
up t he handweavi ng and I  l ear ned a l ot  i n t he I sl ands as t he ol d peopl e had been br ought  up 
t o be pr act i cal l y sel f - suppor t i ng and st i l l  r emember ed a l ot  of  t he ol d ways.  I n 1965 I  was 
asked t o come acr oss t o Newpor t  t o r epr esent  Scot l and and as none of  t he ol d peopl e I  knew
want ed t o make t he j our ney f or  f ear  of  f l yi ng,  I  j ust  came anyway. "

I n addi t i on t o Newpor t ,  he has appear ed at  t he Phi l adel phi a,  Mar i posa and Beer s Fami l y 
f ol k f est i val s and was her e t hi s summer  f or  t he Smi t hsoni anl nst i t ut i on1s Fest i val  of  Amer i can
Fol kl i f e.  Hi s Fol k- Legacy r ecor d i s about  t o be r el eased.  Admi ssi on t o t he pr ogr am wi l l  be
f r ee t o Soci et y member s,  one dol l ar  f or  t he gener al  publ i c, and f i f t y cent s f or  chi l dr en.
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Soci et y Open Fol ksi ng, 8: 30 p. m. ,  Sat ur day,  November  25,  Uni on Met hodi st  Chur ch,  814 
20t h St r eet  NW. s Washi ngt on,  D. C. ,  wi t h emphasi s on t i mes and song of  Woody Gut hr i e,  
who di ed l ast  mont h;  moder at ed by Bob Cl ayt on;  publ i c i nvi t ed t o at t end and per f or m;  
gener al  admi ssi on f i f t y cent  •,  met 5 a quar t er .  Soci et y execut i ve boar d meet i ng,
8 p. m. ,  Tuesday,  November  7,  Sui t e / i 0,  1346 Connect i cut  Avenue NW. , Washi ngt on,  D. C.  
Fi r st  Met r opol i t an Fol k Wor kshop, keyed f or  t eacher s ( especi al l y i n physi cal  educat i on,  
musi c and soc. i l  wor k) ,  r ecr eat i on pr of essi onal s,  yout h and adul t  vol unt eer  and pr o
f essi onal  gr oup l eader s,  9 a. m.  t o A p. m. ,  Fr i day and Sat ur day,  November  17 and 18,  
wi t h Sat ur day eveni ng par t y,  at  Wl i e on Yout h Cent er ,  11711 Geor gi a Avenue,  Wheat on,
Md;  st af f  i ncl udes May Gadd,  Ai l ene l oodman,  John and Gi nny Di "  i ne, and Gut hr i e and 
Mar y Meade;  cal l  t he Nat i onal  Fol k f est i val  Associ at i on ( 202)  296- 0068.  Amer i can 
Ant hr opol i gi cal  Associ at i on 66t h Annual  Meet i ng. November  30 -  December  3,  at  Washi ng*  m 
Hi l t on,  par t i ci pant s t o i ncl ude f ol kl or i st s and ir ~i col ogi st s;  among t hem Al an Lomax,  
Roger  Abr ahams,  Guy B.  Johnson,  Dani el  Cr owl ey ana Char l es Ke. i l ;  r egi st r at i on r equi r ed;  
cont act  t he Associ at i on,  Sui t e 122,  3700 Massachuset t s Avenu-  NW. ,  Washi ngt on,  D. C.
Mat t  McGi nn at  Pat ches 15 Bel ow. 2020 J/ 2 Yor k Road,  Ti moni um,  Md. , Fr i day and Sat ur day,  
November  17 and 18.  The John Edwar ds Memor i al  Foundat i on ( " r esear ch i n commer ci al l y 
r ecor ded and publ i shed Amer i can f ol k musi c" )  needs f i nanc3i l  suppor t ;  send f i ve dol l ar s 
f or  year ' s member shi p,  subscr i pt i on t o JEM? Newsl et t er  i ncl uded,  t o The Fr i ends of  t he 
John Edwar ds Memor i al  Foundat i on at  t he Fo kl or a and Myt hol ogy Cent er ,  Uni ver si t y of  
Cal i f or ni a,  Los Angel es,  Cal i f or ni a 90024.  Col l - j ui umr  " Fol kl or e:  Thr ee Vi ews, "
wi t h Pr of essor s Dougl as J.  McMi l l an,  Est her  Bi r o al l , and Geor ge C.  Car ey at  4 p. m. ,  
Wednesday, November  1,  Shoemaker  Bui l di ng N 201,  Uni ver si t y of  Mar yl and,  Col l ege 
Par k.  Fol kl or e Soci et y of  Gr eat er  Washi ngt on' s member shi p chai r man Andy Wal l ace 
. / i ch banj o i s pi ct ur ed on page one of  a r ecent  Di ck Cer r i  Newsl et t er  ( " Fol k Musi c 
News ) ;  one- year  subscr i pt i on $1. 50 f r om P. O.  Box 31233,  Washi ngt on,  D. C.  20031.
-fonual  member shi p i n t he Soci et y ( val i d f or  one year  f r om t he- mont h of  j oi ni ng)  r emai ns 
$7. 50 f or  f ami l y and $5. 00 f or  i ndi vi dual ;  send check i n t he amount  of  dues t o t he 
f ol kl or e Soci et y of  Gr eat er  Washi ngt on,  P. O.  Box 19174,  20t h St r eet  St at i on,  Washi ngt on 
D. C.  20036.
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