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JANUARY PROGRAM -  FOLK MUSI C AND FOLKLI FE 
FROM THE BI G LAUREL,  NORTH CAROLI NA

Pet er  and Pol l y Got t ,  who si nce 1961 have l i ved as act i ve r esi dent s of  t he 
Bi g Laur el  ar ea of  Nor t h Car ol i na,  nor t hwest  of  Ashevi l l e,  wi l l  br i ng t hei r  
musi cal  i nst r ument s and st or i es of  l i f e i n t hei r  communi t y t o pr esent  a pr ogr am 
of  f ol ksong,  f ol k musi c and st or y f or  t he Soci et y' s f i r st  event  of  t he new year  
at  8: 30 p. m. ,  Fr i day,  Januar y 10,  i n t he Washi ngt on Et hi cal  Soci et y audi t or i um,
7750 -  16t h St r eet  NW. , Washi ngt on,  D. C.

I n 1961,  t he Got t s l ef t  New Yor k wher e Pet er  had been a chemi st r y maj or  at  
Cor nel l  Uni ver si t y,  and moved t o t he Bi g Laur el  ar ea.  They sought  out  bear er s 
of  f ol k t r adi t i on,  adopt ed t he l i vi ng of  t he communi t y,  and wer e wel comed.  Wi t h 
t hei r  nei ghbor s,  t hey f or med a st r i ng band whi ch pl ays r egul ar l y f or  f unct i ons i n 
t he vi ci ni t y.

The Got t s'  wor k i s evi denced i n t he Fol kways LP " Ol d Love Songs and Bal l ads 
f r om t he Bi g Laur el , "  whi ch Pet er  r ecor ded wi t h John Cohen of  t he New Lost  Ci t y 
Rambl er s.  The r ecor di ng cont ai ns a br oad sampl i ng of  musi c and song f r om t he ar ea,  
and i nt r oduced t o t he gener al  publ i c Di l l ar d Chandl er  who l at er  appear ed at  l ar ge 
f ol k f est i val s.  I t  al so document ed t he use i n t hat  ar ea of  t he pi cki ng,  or  mout h 
bow.

The Got t s,  whose appear ance her e i s bei ng ar r anged by Scot t  Odel l  of  t he 
Smi t hsoni an I nst i t ut i on,  si ng,  and pl ay numer ous f ol k i nst r ument s.  . Among t hem ar e 
t he banj o,  f i ddl e,  gui t ar  and aut ohar p.

Admi ssi on wi l l  be f r ee t o Soci et y member s,  one dol l ar  f or  non- member s,  and 
f i f t y cent s f or  chi l dr en.  Member shi ps wi l l  be avai l abl e at  t he door .

Fol kl or e Soci et y of  Gr eat er  Washi ngt on MEMBERSHI P FORM
P. O.  Box 19303 -  20t h St r eet  St at i on 
Washi ngt on,  D. C.  20036

Encl osed f i nd check i n t he amount  of  ( $5. 00 year l y i ndi vi dual  member shi p)  or  ( $7. 50 
year l y f ami l y member shi p) . *
Name ______________________________________________________________  Tel ephone _______________

Addr ess     Zi p Code______

*  Pl ease l i ne t hr ough i nappr opr i at e wor di ng.
Not e:  Despi t e cl ai ms made by ot her s,  member shi p i n t he Fol kl or e Soci et y i s st i l l  t he
best  deal  i n t own.



SI TAR PLAYER I N CONCERT
Ther e wi l l  be a concer t  on t he anci ent  I ndi an st r i nged i nst r ument  -  t he 

si t ar  -  i n an i nt i mat e set t i ng at  8: 00 p. m. ,  Fr i day,  Januar y 3,  i n t he Wesl ey 
Met hodi st  Chur ch,  Connect i cut  Avenue and Jeni f er  St r eet  NW. , Washi ngt on,  D. C.
The ar t i st  i s Debu Chaudhur i  of  New Del hi ,  r anked by exper t s among I ndi a’ s t op 
dozen si t ar  pl ayer s.  Chaudhur i ,  32,  has been pl ayi ng si nce he was ei ght  year s 
ol d.  He pl ays accompani ed by t he i nt r i cat e r hyt hms of  t he I ndi an dr ums known as 
t he t abl a. The concer t ' s sponsor  i s t he Amer i can Gui t ar  Foundat i on,  1816 M St r eet  
NW. , Washi ngt on,  D. C.  Ti cket s at  $3. 00 each may be obt ai ned f r om t he Foundat i on 
or  by cal l i ng Mr s.  Mar cel l e Jones at  356- 6697.  Fol kl or e Soci et y member  Joe Gl azer ,  
r ecent l y r et ur ned f r om a f i ve- week t our  of  I ndi a,  wi l l  make a guest  appear ance,  
si ngi ng f r om " Songs I  l ear ned i n I ndi a. "

COLLECTANEA:

Open Si ng, 8: 00 p. m. ,  Sat ur day,  Januar y 25,  Uni on Met hodi st  Chur ch,  814 -  20t h 
St r eet  NW. , Washi ngt on,  D. C.  Admi ssi on i s f r ee. . . Sacr ed Har p Si ng and Pot - Luck 
Supper  wi l l  be hel d i n Januar y.  For  det ai l s,  cal l  Mar y Hel en Shor t r i dge at  654- 0412. . .  
Newsl et t er  subscr i pt i on i s now $2. 50 per  y ear ; t hi s ent i t l es subscr i ber  t o t en mont hl y 
i ssues and t hr ee suppl ement s.  The Newsl et t er  and i t s suppl ement  ar e sent  f r ee t o 
member s.  Member s al so ar e sent  t he r egul ar  Newsl et t er  by f i r st - cl ass mai l ,  i nsur i ng 
f ai r l y speedy and saf e del i ver y.  Al l  ot her s r ecei ve t hei r  Newsl et t er  under  a t hi r d-  
cl ass per mi t .
The Smi t hsoni an I nst i t ut i on has on exhi bi t  i n i t s Hal l  of  Musi cal  I nst r ument s,
Museum of  Hi st or y and Technol ogy,  a panopl y of  gr eat l y enl ar ged phot ogr aphs,  t ext s,  
and a pr ogr ammed sequence of  sl i des wi t h accompanyi ng musi c on musi c maki ng count r y 
st yl e.  The show,  ar r anged pr i mar i l y by Scot t  Odel l ,  f ocuses on t he f i ddl e,  dul ci mer ,  
banj o,  and pi cki ng bow. . . John Thomas Schar f ,  ni net eent h- cent ur y aut hor  of  a hi st or y 
of  Mar y l and, whi ch r ecent l y was r epr i nt ed by Tr adi t i on Pr ess ( a subsi di ar y of  Fol kl or e 
Associ at es) ,  al so wr ot e a hi s t or y of  West er n Mar y l and. Thi s hi st or y,  i n t wo vol umes,  
has j ust  been r epr i nt ed by Regi onal  Publ i shi ng Company,  521 St .  Paul  Pl ace,  Bal t i mor e,  
Mar y l and 21202. . . " John Jackson ' Vol .  2 ’ "  i s avai l abl e f or  $5. 00 f r om Ar hool i e Recor ds,  
P. O.  Box 9195,  Ber kel ey,  Cal i f or ni a 94719.  John Jackson i s a member  of  t he Fol kl or e 
Soci et y of  Gr eat er  Washi ngt on,  and has been al most  si nce t he ver y begi nni ng.  He has 
appear ed at  numer ous Soci et y concer t s,  si ngs,  and meet i ngs,  and per f or med at  Newpor t ,  
Chi cago,  and Phi l adel phi a f ol k f est i val s.

The Cel l ar  Door ' s schedul e i ncl udes John Denver  ( wi t h t he Pozo Seco Si nger s) ,  Januar y 
27 -  Febr uar y 1,  Ti m Har di n,  Febr uar y 1 7 - 2 2 ,  and t he Moder n Jazz Quar t et ,  Febr uar y 
3 - 8 .

FOLKLORE SOCI ETY OF GREATER WASHI NGTON 
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