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FOLKTALES FROM"  THE BLUE RI DGE MOUNTAI NS OF VI RGI NI A : : r ’ '
Fr om a paper  by Chuck Per due . . . .  < - ^

(A f m :month&...ago,- on Npvembefi111 to be;  exact ,  Cofia. and John J atk Aon :a f t d P^ <
wen t t o  Ph ila d elph ia  t o v iA jX cu fi fifiiendA,Chuck  and Nan Pefidue. Abou t t i n  i n  t h e  : 

even in g, t h e .thuee oh ua a /m ived  a t  t h e  PefidueA*, poufied Aome dhink A, 6at ' down- i n  
&fiont  oj ) t h e And tu  fin ed .on  a t a p e fitCofidefi. : I  h e s i t a t e  t o  c a l l  what fa l low 
ed  a c o l l ec t i n g  a c aa  ion  beca iUt  w i  cfiack id  jok eA , m a pped  Atofiie& and Aahg AongA-- 
much  a *  we cJatapA do .when w e.,.k d yia  ch a n ce: t o   be t oget h ef i .- Bu t a l l  th rou gh  t h e* -  ’ 

n igh t  t h e t a p e <fiecofidefi fieelA. wefie ’t ii fin ih g .  When we t ook  them ofa  t h e machine 
a t  faufi i n  t h e mofining:, t fiey. con ta in ed  an extfiaofidinafiy amount  . o \  Slegfio ofia l  
l i t ef ia t u f ie. ’ ' : " ‘   <4 .

Vufiing t h e n ex t  faw w eek *, Chuck tfioaiA ch ib ed 't h e  t a p e*, a n a lysed  Aome p i
t h e A p ec i f a ca l l y  t f i a d i t ion a l  m a t ef i ia ly and wfiote a  papefi on i t *  The t i t l e ,  ”1 
Sweafi t o  God I t * a t h e Tfiuth  I f  I  E v e f i T c l d J t ," i i  an expfieAAion John useA when- - : 

he iA a bou t  t o  bfiing fa fith  a Atofiy oh con t in gen t  vef i iA in Ul it u d e.
Hefie afie Aome excefiptA faom t h e papefi .  In  Au bm it t in g them , we a l l  jo i n  

i n  t h e hope oh .Ahafiing n ot  on ly t h e  t o  fie and t h e Achola fiAh ip, bu t  a lAo t h e wafimth 
ofi a vefiy happy ev e n i n g .-' ‘'GeAald Ej. Pafi,$oM, J fi*) ... /  " 1

FOX AND THE- RABBI T. ,   • • -r: .: ':/ •.  ?; \  . • , •

Chuck -  Di d you ever  hear  any st or i es about . . , , oh, !  t hi ngs l i ke how t he - r abbi t  got  
i t s shor t  t ai l s you know,  or  how var i ous ani mal s got  t o be t he way t hey ar e?.
Cor a -  Yeah.  Mr .  Fox t ol d ol d r abbi t  t o do t hat .  '  f-'  - ’
Chuck -  Do what ? *•. .<•. .  . . .  , v Vv •• -:1r

’• * V.' i i. , . - ..
Cor a -  How he got  hi s shor t  t ai l .  _ • r • "hl
Chuck -  How’ s t hat  go? ' V ' v * s' ••• • \':;A J -  .- t -
Cor a -  Wel l ,  Mr .  Fox went  down. t o t he r i ver  and caught  a bi g bunch of  f i sb, and was - 
i n wi nt er  t i me*  So he come back by Mr .  Rabbi t ’ s hcni se and , he s ai d. (Mr. .  Rabbi t  
sai d) ,  " Mr .  Fox,  wher e’ d you ;ge. t  al l  t hem- f i shj at ? i . . .Re;say, .  " Oh,  I  st i i c’k ^y*i t a. i ® 
down i n t he wMe r  and next  mor ni nj i  .t. gbf ^up i t  was ^st r ung f ul l  of  f i shi "  JSoy"  t he. :  ! 
ol d r abbi t ,  he gOes and .9 t i cks ...hi s t ai l  j down i n- t he wat er  and wr aps a bl ahket  • ! > >*• 
ar ound hi m.  Next / ^ mqr p. i ng.  hi s-  t ai l  Was f rei ser  t her e.  * He pul l ed,  and* he pul l ed,  and 
he pul l ed,  and he.  t hought  he had .a bunch* Of  f i sh on t her e and he kept  a- pul l i ng ;
t i l l  he pul l ed<h‘i s t ai l  . out .  , That rs How 1 come he.'  1 got  a shor t  . t ai l . ‘  ̂ sf /  ' '

Chuck ~ Wher e* d, . you He*ar  t hat ? *' ; . . ' i :/ r/-r ;.
Cor a -  Ohj ~ I  hear d t hat  when I  was a l i t t l e gi r l .  \ My f at her ,  t pl <|  me,  y'

• V>. . . . ' ! " :i . " '    \ .d - '  r  •* K f i 'i

THE PREACHERSAND THE. *-SPOOKS- .  , V; ; A  ' v “ t  .* . V /  /  :t.  y; i-;.:   7 “ * 1 . . . . .  . ‘
John -  Mama t oi ^ a t al e* one; t i me about  t hi s haun. t pd,  house1 -  about  sr obody coul dn' t '  
st ay i n i t . k Sai d t hey hi r ed t hi s pr eacher , ;  t o go' t her e ahd st ay. : Sai d. . he -5?as,  .-{V ,..*/
gonna st ay and f i nd out  whdt  t hi s ghost  . was.  :  !He got  ’t her e, ..in ad^i hi m.  a good f i r e 
i n t he f i r epl ace,  and sat  back smoki ng hi s pi pe.  Fi nal l y,  a l i t t l e cat  i come, .  ~ 
w- hi ni ng.  He l et  hi m i n and commenced t o pl ayi ng wi t h hi m.  The cat  l ai di by . t he.  
f i r e ever  so l ong and got  war m and st r et ched out  and af t er  he l ai d t her e a f ew



COLLECTANEA:
Si ngs ar e hel d at  8 p. m.  t he l ast  Sat ur day of  t he mont h at  t he Al exandr i a Fol k-  
Lor e Cent r e,  323 Camer on St r eet ,  Al exandr i a,  Vi r gi ni a,  admi ssi on f r ee;  at  7: 30 * 
p. m.  usual l y t he f i r st  Tuesday ( but  on Tuesday,  Febr uar y 13, t hi s mont h)  at  t he 
Hyat t svi l l e Br anch of  t he Pr i nce Geor ges Count y l i br ar y,  6530 Adel phi  Road,  
Hyat t svi l l e,  Mar yl and,  admi ssi on f r ee;  and dur i ng " The Odd Fr i day,  Cof f eehouse 
Eveni ng, "  at  9 p. m.  t he f i r st  Fr i day i n t he Washi ngt on Et hi cal  Soci et y audi t or i um,  
7750 -  16t h St r eet  NW. , Washi ngt on,  D. C. ,  donat i on sevent y- f i ve cent s.
Mont hl y sessi ons i n Engl i sh Count r y and Mor r i s Danci ng under  t he di r ect i on of  
May Gadd wi l l '  begi n i n Mar ch at  t he Pot omac School  i n Mc LeanVi r gi ni a.  For  
i nf or mat i on, cont act  Mr s.  Newel l  Pr i ce,  3019 Or char d Lane NW. ,  Washi ngt on,  D. C.  
20007 ( Tel ephone:  234- 1944) .

Tr adi t i on Pr ess,  a di vi si on of  Fol kl or e Associ at es,  Kat bor o,  Pennsyl vani ar has 
r epr i nt ed i n f acsi mi l e t he 1879 edi t i on of .  a t hr ee- vol ume Hi st or y of  Mar yl and 
by J.  Thomas Schar f , wi t h a new f or ewar d by Mor r i s L.  Radof f  and a new i ndex, . ,

Wi t h t hi s i ssue,  t he Soci et y publ i shes i t s f i r st  Newsl et t er  Suppl ement . Thi s 
Suppl ement  i s t o go onl y t o Soci et y member s,  subscr i ber s and t hose wi t h whom we 
exchange publ i cat i ons.  I f  you ar e a member  i n good st andi ng,  or  have pai d a 
dol l ar  subscr i pt i on f ee,  t hen you shoul d f i nd t he Suppl ement  at t ached .

Fut ur e Soci et y event s:  Lou Ki l l en,  t r adi t i onal  si nger  and concer t i na- pl ayer  . v
f r om nor t her n Engl and,  8: 30 p. m. ,  Fr i day,  Mar ch 8,  Washi ngt on Et hi cal  Soci et y 
audi t or i um;  Tom Paxt on,  8: 30 p. m. ,  Sat ur day,  Apr i l  20,  Li sner  audi t or i um;  . 
and Get - Away I I I ,  May 3- 6 or  Apr i l  26- 29,  Pr i nce Wi l l i am For est  Par k.  Annual  
Soci et y dues ar e $7. 50 f ami l y and $5. 00 i ndi vi dual .
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Fol ksongs f r om Mar t ha* s Vi neyar d: .  Some Songs of  t he Si ngi ng Ti l t ons of  Chi l mar k,  
As Lear ned and Sung by Gal e Hunt i ngt on. ( Nor t heast  Fol kl or e,  Vol .  VI I I ,  1966)  
Or ono,  Mai ne:  Nor t heast  Fol kl or e Soci et y,  1967.  Edi t i ng and For ewar d,  by Edwar d
D.  I ves.  I nt r oduct i on and not es t o t he songs by E. G.  Hunt i ngt on,  . 88 pp.  I l l us. ,  
map,  musi c,  bi bl i ogr aphy.  Paper ,  $2. 00.  v s ^ ; ‘ ;

When one cur r ent l y t hi nks of  Mar t ha* s Vi neyar d,  he t hi nks doubt l ess of  
expensi ve yacht s,  i nt er mi nabl e cockt ai l  par t i es,  t he Washi ngt on summer  set  at  • 
ease,  i n a wor d,  ’’t he beaut i f ul  peopl e. ’** " But  i t  wasn' t  al ways so, ' b cl ai ms . Gal e 
Hunt i ngt on,  l ongt i me Vi neyar d r esi dent  and compi l er  of  Fol ksongs f r om Mar t ha' s 
Vi neyar d. Ther e was a t i me when t he i sl and was composed of  smal l  vi l l ages and a 
f ew subsi st ence f ar ms,  and what  weal t h came t o t he i sl and came f r om t he sea.  I t  
was al so an i sl and wher e a si ngi ng t r adi t i on exi st ed wi t h some t enaci t y.

Hunt i ngt on wi l l i ngl y admi t s t hat  t he book i s not  a col l ect i on.  I t  i s a 
book dr awn f r om memor y,  Hunt i ngt on' s memor y of  t he songs hi s wi f e' s f ami l y,  t he 
Ti l t ons of  Chi l mar k,  sang.  Hunt i ngt on appar ent l y sang al ong wi t h t he Ti l t ons bot h 
bef or e and af t er  he was mar r i ed,  but  when he f i nal l y r eal i zed t hat  he shoul d have 
col l ect ed some of  t he mat er i al ,  al as,  " i t  was t oo l at e. ”  But  f or t unat el y,  t he 
aut hpr ' s memor y,  ser vesi hi m wel l .  He has r ecal l ed . t he wor ds and musi c of  t went y-  
ni ne songs,  al l  del i ver ed i n t hi s t i dy vol ume wi t h f oot not es and bi bl i ogr aphy.

The book' s songs have been; ar r anged as mor e col l ect i ons shoul d be,  by 
si nger .  The songs of  Wel come Ti l t on,  Hunt i ngt on' s f at her r - i n- l aw,  domi nat e t he 
l i st ,  t hough t he par t i al  r eper t oi r es of  Wel come' s son and t wo of  hi s br ot her s ar e-  
i ncl uded.  Cl ear l y,  t he songs t he Ti l t on f ami l y sang smack of  t hei r  sea exper i ence 
They may not  have t >een " ' r ound Cape Hor n on a f r ost y mor ni ng, "  but  t hey knew t he 
coast i ng t r ade,  and f r om t hat  exper i ence came t he bul k of  t hei r  si ngi ng t r adi t i on.  
Edwar d Ti l t on,  t he onl y member  of  t he f ami l y who di dn' t  go t o sed,  sang onl y 
" Gospel  song and whi t e spi r i t ual s, "  and he was consi der ed " one of  t he ' st r ange'  
Ti l t ons. ”  4: ;; . i .. . p a.-v.v-.; - •' \  I!; 1 * r

One r egr et s,  per haps,  t hat  Hunt i ngt on di d not  spend mor e t i me di scussi ng 
t he mi l i eu i n whi ch t hese Songs wer e passed on.  Thi s book mi ght  have- been a r i cher  
r ewar d f or  t he f ol kl or i st  wi t h l ess comment  on t he ser i ousness of  mar r i age and 
mor e di scussi on of  t he st yl e of  per f or mer s and t he par t  t hei r  ar t  pl ayed i n t hose 
smal l  sel f - suf f i ci ent  seasi de t owns,  bef or e t he onsl aught  of  t he summer  t r ash.

>; * > . • ' : . J Ge o %e ‘ (5. ‘ CaA.ee/

Fol k- Songs of  t he Sout h Col l ect ed under  t he Auspi ces of  t he West  Vi r gi ni a Fol k-  
Lor e Soci et y. Edi t ed by John Har r i ngt on Cox.  New Yor k:  Dover  Publ i cat i ons,  I nc.
1967.  An unabr i dged and unal t er ed r epubl i cat i on of  t he wor k or i gi nal l y publ i shed 
by Har var d Uni ver si t y Pr ess i n 1925.  xxxl l ,  545 pp.  I ndex of  Ti t l es,  I ndex of  
Fi r st  Li nes,  phot ogr aphs,  map,  musi c.  Paper ,  $3. 00.  .
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John Har r i ngt on Cox ’ s t i t l e Fol k- Songs of  t he Sout h,  i s a mi snomer .  Wi t h 
t he except i on of  a f ew var i ant s f r om st at es pr i vi l eged t o; shar e* a bor der  wi t h 
West  Vi r gi ni a,  t he col l ect i on comes ent i r el y f r om t he Mount ai n St at e.  Of  cour se,  
t o an unabashed Al l egheni aphi l e ( or  i s i t  West  Vi r gi ni ac?)  t hi s i s a pet t y 
cr i t i ci sm -  one we ar e i ncl i ned t o di smi ss wi t h t he obser vat i on t hat  bal l ads and 
t unes f ound i n par t s of  t he Sout h ot her  t han West  Vi r gi ni a ar e al most  cer t ai nl y 
i nf er i or  and not  l i kel y t o appear  i n pr i nt  anyway.

Havi ng admi t t ed t he possi bi l i t y of  one dr awback,  however ,  we mi ght  as wel l  
f ace anot her ,  whi ch i s. t hat  f or  t he gener al  r eader ,  t he I nt r oduct i on i s a cr ushi ng 
bor e.  Thi s comes as a par t i cul ar  di sappoi nt ment  t o me because t he col or f ul  and 
eccent r i c st udi es of  Pr of essor  Cox f i gur ed l ar ge i n my bedt i me st or i es as a chi l d.
My f at her ,  a st udent  at  West  Vi r gi ni a Uni ver si t y i n t he 20* s,  r emember ed Cox as 
an advi sor  t o t he Phi  Bet a Kappa Soci et y who gr eet ed ant i cs of  a mock f r at er ni t y 
( t he Fi  Bat ar  Kappar s)  wi t h spect acul ar  i ndi gnat i on.  For  t hi s t he br ot her hood 
wr ot e hi m i nt o t he Lydi a Pi nkham di t t y:  v • * '

John Har r i ngt on Cox Was a vi l l age bl acksmi t h,
But  he coul dn’ t  shbe a cow;
So he t ook. . . he t ook. . . he t ook. . . t wo bot t l es of  ’’Compound"
And he ' s t eachi ng Engl i sh now.

Comi ng t o t he book f r om t hi s backgr ound,  I  coul dn’ t  hel p but  f eel  l et  down 
by an I nt r oduct i on t hat  consi st s mai nl y of  acknowl edgement s t o l ong- r depar t ed. ,  
smal l - t own school  t eacher s,  l aced wi t h t he hi st or y of  t he now mor i bund West  
Vi r gi ni a Fol k- Lor e Soc i et y - . A f ew gl i mpses of  t he r i chness t hat  i s t o f ol l ow 
do appear ,  however .

We coul d not  l eave t he I nt r oduct i on wi t hout  ment i oni ng one br i ef  pi ct ur e 
i t  gi ves us of  ever yday l i f e i n West  Vi r gi ni a.  " Whi l e we wer e at  br eakf ast ,  we 
hear d a cr ash and l oud shr i eks.  A f r ei ght  t r ai n had st r uck a gasol i ne hand- car  
r i ght  i n f r ont  of  t he house.  We al l  r ushed t o t he door  wher e a most  hor r i bl e 
si ght  gr eet ed us. . .  No mor e bal l ad col l ect i ng t hat  day, "  comment s Cox.

I n t r ut h,  t he r ai l r oad acci dent  i s an al l  t oo common si ght  i n t he Al l egheni es.  
I t ’ s not  har d t o see why.  Roughl y one t hi r d of  t he Nat i on’ s sof t  coat  i s dug i n 
West  Vi r gi ni a -  t o car r y i t  away t akes r ai l r oads and l ot s of  t hem.  The l andsl i des,  
l evel  gr ade cr ossi ngs,  t unnel s,  t r est l es,  and st eep gr ades of  mount ai n count r y add 
consi der abl y t o nor mal  hazar ds of  oper at i on.  Not  sur pr i si ngl y,  many of  t he r egi on’ s 
songs about  r ai l r oadi ng car r y a bur den of  gr i sl y det ai l .  When on t he mor ni ng of  
Oct ober  23,  1870,  Geor ge Al l ey pi l ed t he F. F. V.  i nt o a r ock sl i de at  Hi nt on,  l ocal  
composer s t ol d i t  l i ke i t  was:  •, ....

Br ave and st r ong he hel d hi s gr i p;  at  l ast  she made t he cr ash,  :;_
Knocked poor  Geor ge upon hi s f ace,  hi s t ender  br east  di d smash.
Hi s head and f ace al l  cover ed wi t h bl ood,  hi s eyes you Coul d not  see,
, And as he di ed he cr i ed al oud,  " 0,  near er  my God t o Thee! "  > v* ‘ 4 . •*. r. ‘ - . * ' j. . . - -, . ; - * .  ' :

Today t he sophi st i cat ed subur bani t e r eads t hat  and Chuckl es.  I t ’ s j ust  t oo gr aphi c
t o be anyt hi ng but  comi cal .  I n or der  t o appr eci at e, : t he song i n t he spi r i t  i n^whi ch
i t  i s i nt ended,  i t  i s necessar y t o, get  a l i t t l e cl oser  t o t he scene. '  And t hi s
br i ngs us t o a chi ef  mer i t  of  t hi s book.  r ’v

Many of  t he wr ecks,  bl ood f euds,  l ove af f ai r s,  gr eat  cr i mes and ot her
event s cel ebr at ed i n Amer i can bal l adr y wer e f r esh i n mi nd at  t he t i me Cox di d
hi s col l ect i ng.  For  exampl e,  hi s i nf or mant s f or  t he not es t hat  pr ef ace " Wr eck
on t he C&Q"  i ncl ude Geor ge Al l ey ’ s Si st er  and br ot her .  Shor t  of  r esur r ect i on,  *
one coul d Scar cel y get  much cl oser  t o t he sour ce.  w >

- • - - .r ; , ..'J* . , ; . .
Anot her  l i keabl e qual i t y i s.  t he unmi st akabl e i mpr essi on of  a vi gor ous and 

wi despr ead or al  t r adi t i on.  Most  of  t he songs wer e col l ect ed bet ween 1915 and ' '
1919,  i n ot her  wor ds,  bef or e aut omobi l es,  bef or e r adi os,  and even bef or e bl uegr aSs.



Ther e i s*-'  consequent l y* ,  a weal t h of  ver y. JbI d mat er i al " her e.  '
The book ’ s onl y r eal  weakness l i es i n t he.  cat egor y of  Negr o musi c.  Al t hough 

Cox r eadi l y gave cr edi t  f or  Negr o cont r i but i ons, even aut hor shi p, of t t he songs he 
i ncl uded,  t her e i sn’ t  a si ngl e wor k song. or  spi r i t ual  i n t he col l ect i on.  Why t hi s 
omi sr  :? I n t he I nt r oduct i on and t he not es t her e i s ho hi nt  of  pr ej udi ce.  And 
cer t ai nl y Negr o mat er i al  was i n abundant  suppl y at  t hat  t i me.  The onl y possi bi l i t y 
t hat  suggest s i t sel f  i s t hat  Cox,  an Engl i sh t eacher  and f or mer  st udent  of  Geor ge 
Lyman Ki t t r edge,  was l ooki ng f or  l i t er ar y f ol kl or e at  a t i me. when Negr o songs wer e 
t hought  t o be unpoet i c.  What ever  *t he r easom f or chi s shor t si ght edness, we are.  al l ,  
schol ar s and si nger s al i kê ,  t he poor er  f or  i t .  ;   I n:  addi t i on;  we must  put  anot her  
mar k agai nst  hi s choi ce of  t i t l e. :  • j ;  ..

Despi t e i t s dr awbacks,  Fol k- Songs of  t hO [ whi t e]  Sout h'  gi ves us 185 cl assi c 
and wel l - annot at ed t ext s,  t x^ent y- ni ne wi t h t unes,  pl us ei ght  phot ogr aphs of  i nf or mant s 
st andi ng i n f r ont  of  x^hat  appear  t o be t hei r s homes, pl us a 1966 U. S.  Geol ogi cal  
Sur vey,  f ol d- out  map of  Wes t  Vi r gi ni a. vV : . J ' ;

’ . \  . G&nal d €. PaAAovu>,  JA. y\

Jamai can Song and St or y.  Anyi ancy St or i es.  Di ggi ng Si ngs.  Ri ng Tunes,  and Danci ng 
Tunes. Col l ect ed and Edi t ed by Wal t er  Jekyl l .  Wi t h Nextf I nt r oduct or y Essays by 
Phi l i p Sher l ock, .  Loui se Bennet t ,  and;  Rex Net t l ef or d.  Nex* Yor k:  Dover  Publ i cat i oi i s,
I nc . , 1966.  An1 unabr i dged and unal t er ed r epubl i cat i on of  t he wor k,  f i r st  publ i shed * 
by Davi d Nut t ,  London,  i n 1907,  as Publ i cat i on of  t he Fol k- Lor e Soci et y LV (1904) ' .  
I nt r oduct i on by Al i ce Wer ner .  Appendi ces by C. S.  Myer s and Lucy E.  Br oadwood.  
l i i i ,  288 pp.  Musi c.  Paper ,  $2. 50.

Thi s i s .a st ur dy,  handsome r epr i nt  wi t h pl ast i c- l ami nat ed cover  of  A col l ect i on 
of  Jamai can t al es,  wor k songs,  si ngi ng games and dance t unes.  I ncl uded ar e Al i ce ' 
Wer ner ’ s or i gi nal  i nt r oduct i on whi ch deal s pr i mar i l y wi t h Af r i can ari d Eur opean 
el ement s i n t he t al es,  and br i ef  or i gi nal  appendi ces by C.S. Myer s , Whose pr of ess-  
ed obj ect  i s " t o emphasi ze our  pr esent  i gnor ance of  Af r i can musi c' i ”  and by Lucy"  ' 
Br oadwood who t r aces some Engl i sh ai r s and mot i f s i n.  t he col l ect i on.  Ther e; . ar e
t hr ee ..-aw ver y br i ef  i nt r oduct or y essays,  a hel pf ul  soci o- hi st o. r i . cal  . . sket ch by
Phi l i  Sher l ock* ,  '..a . memoi r  by Loui se Bennet t  ,• (who.  has r ecor ded;  . Jamai can >spngs . f or  . . 
Fol kwu. . , ),  and a not e by Rex Net t l ef or d on t he t heat r i cal  pot ent i al  of  i Ar i ansi  /'
( Annancy)  , t he Spi der - Tr i ckst er  her o of  t he t al es.  :M-

Tha book shoul d be on t he shel f  of  ever yone i nt er est ed i n t he f ol kt al e,  or i gi ns 
of  Amer i can musi c,  or  Af r o- Amer i can backgr ounds. , However , t her e ar e l i mi t at i ons.
Wi t h t he col l ect i on i t sel f , '  t hese pr i mar i l y ar e t he l i mi t at i ons of  one ago as vi ewed 
f r om anot her .  I n hi s Pr ef ace,  Jekyl l  st at es,  " Her e and t her e’i but  Ver y r ar el y i n
deed,  I  have made a sl i ght  change,  and t hi s onl y because I  t hought ' t he vol ume 
mi ght  f i nd i t s way i nt o t he nur ser y, ”  and he l i st s al l  emendat i ons ( " vi scer a, ”  
St i nk i ng- t oe, "  " hel l , ”  and " bel l y” ) i n t he t ext s of  t he col l ect i on as publ i shed.
Fr om hi s st at ement ,  one may i nf er  somet hi ng ^bont  t he r eadi ng audi ence he envi si on
ed.  But  t hi s wat er i ng- down was consonant  wi t h t he pr act i ce of * t he Engl i sh school .
( How mor e compl et e t han Jekyl l *s Anansi  Seems Paul oRadi n’ s, Tr i ckst er l ) . y-.d* .  ̂ . j

As i s t he case wi t h a number  of  . pr esent  ahcl  past  f ol kl of e ' COl i ect i ons,  t he ! 
use of  di al ect  i n t he t ext s seems har shl y exagger at ed and' mor e conf us i ng’ t han en-  r
l i ght eni ng,  al t hough each t al e i n Jekyl l ’ s col l ect i on i s accompani ed by hi s r i dt ds ’ v
whi ch t r eat ' Of  meani ng and del i ver y,  i i  . \ ;   ; ;

Wi t h t he pi r esent  edi t i on,  al t hough a new i nt r oduct i on t o a r epr i nt  i b pr ef er -  * 
abl e t o none, and Dover  i s t o be compl i ment ed, ' One wonder s how,  af t er ' t hevi i nt er veni ng 
wor k of  f ol kl or i st s,  musi col ogi st s apd ant hf opoi dgl st s i n Af r i ca and- Jamai ca,  some
o f  t h C  rMfr.Kl cviio /»■’!♦* a A -t r* ADe^ iiaw tlrtf Via^TO hfiP

r esol v 
a
a nat ur al  st age. f i gur e,  but  t o emphasi ze t hi s i & Obt  Of  t er i Or  wi t h7t he r est  of  t he 
vol ume.

d



Jekyl l  col l ect ed hi s mat er i al  f r om.  Jamai cans i n hi s empl oy. ,  I n Febr uar y,  1968,  
i n t he Uni t ed St at es,  one i s st ar t l ed by t he i r ony and r eal i t y of  some of  hi s st at e
ment s,  as i n hi s Pr ef ace:  ' " The book as a whol e i s a t r i but e t o my l ove f ox'  Jamai ca 
and i t s dusky i nhabi t ant s,  wi t h t hei r  wi nni ng ways and t hei r  many good qual i t i es, 
among whi ch i s t o be r eckoned t hat  supr eme vi r t ue,  Cheer f ul ness. ”

\ . Geo/ uj e A. Simpson

Songs and Bal l ads f r om Nova Scot i a. Col l ect ed by Hel pn Cr ei ght on.  New Yor k:  Dover
Publ i cat i ons,  I nc. ,  1966.  An unabr i dged and cor r ect ed r epubl i cat i on of  t he. wor k f i r st  
publ i shed by J. M.  Dept , & Sons Li mi t ed,  Tor ont o and Vancouver ,  i n 1932.  The" Ppst -  
scr i pt ,  1966"  t o t he I nt r oduct i on was wr i t t en speci al l y f or  t hi s edi t i on by t he 
aut hor .  Pr ef ace by John D.  Robi ns,  xxvi ,  334 pp.  I ndex of  Ti t l es,  musi c,  bi bl i o
gr aphy.  Paper ,  $2. 50.  •

Dr .  Hel en Cr ei ght on r ecent l y r ecei ved her  t hi r d honor ar y degr ee I n t r i but e t o 
f our  decades of  f ol ksong col l ect i ng i n t he Mar i t i me Pr ovi nces of  Canada.  Thi s r e-  ; 
pr i nt i ng of  her  ear l i est  book t akes us back t o her  f i r st  and chi ef  ar ea of  col l ect 
i ng,  Hal i f ax Count y,  Nova Scot i a.  I t s 150 songs al l  i ncl ude t unes,  not  a st andar d 
pr act i ce i n t he 1930’ s,  and i t  st i l l  r anks among t he best  of  t hose Nor t h Amer i can 
col l ect i ons whi ch pt esent  t he cr eam of  r egi onal  f ol ksong t r adi t i ons.  Sever al  f ol k
song si nger s have al r eady t apped $ongs. and. Bal l ads f r om Nova Scot i a f or  per f or mance 
mat er i al s.  Thi s r epr i nt  shoul d i ncr ease such use,  and t he modest  pr i ce wi l l  I nsur e 
i t s accessabi l i t y t o even t he most  t hr i f t y f ol kl or e st udent .

v-:, - V-'r ' '   J.C.H. .

Ai n’ t  You Got  a Ri ght  t o t he Tr ee of  Li f e? The Peopl e of  Johns I sl and,  Sout h 
Car ol ’. na -  Thei r  Faces,  Thei r  Wor ds and Thei r  Songs. Recor ded by Guy and Candi e 
Car awan.  Phot ogr aphed by Rober t  Yel l i n.  Musi c t r anscr i bed by Et hel  Rai m,  wi t h 
a Pr ef ace by Al an Lomax.  New Yor k:  Si mon and Schust er ,  1966.  191 pp.  Phot ogr aphs,
musi c.  Cl ot h,  $5. 95;  paper ,  $3. 95.

Those who enj oyed t he CBS Camer a Thr ee f i l m of  Johns I sl and wi l l  f i nd much of  
t he same t hought f ul l y document ed f ol kl or e and f ol ksay i n even gr eat er  det ai l  i n 
t hi s publ i cat i on.  Al r eadyi n i t s second pr i nt i ng,  t hi s i s a book t hat  woul d enr i ch 
any cul t ur al l y or  f ol kl or i st i cal l y or i ent ed l i br ar y wi t h mat er i al s wor t hy of  bot h 
r esear ch and I nspi r at i on.

. • •* . . . J.C.H.
Note: Books \ K z o i m  sk outd 6e sen t  t o  t h e Book Rzvteu) Ed it or, Joseph C.
HickeASon, a t  t h e so ciet y  adcUiois. : . v : i.. V

RECORD REVI EWS. . . ;  7  ;  ̂ ; V’

" Songs and Bal l ads of  t he Bi t umi nous Mi ner s, "  Recor ded and Edi t ed by Geor ge Kor son.  
Li br ar y of  Congr ess L60.  $4. 50 ( $4. 95 by mai l ) .

Geor ge Kor son di ed her e i n Washi ngt on on May 23,  1967,  but  hi s spi r i t  and hi s 
war m hear t  l i ve on i n hi s t r ai l - bl azi ng st udi es of  t he songs and f ol kl or e of  t he 
coal  mi ner s -  Mi nst r el s of  t he Mi ne Pat ch and Coal  Dust  on t he Fi ddl e -  as wel l  as 
i n hi s ot her  books and ar t i cl es.

When t he gr eat  f ol kl or i st ,  Ceci l  Shar p,  combed t he.coal - f i l l ed mount ai ns of  
West  Vi r gi ni a i n 1916 l ooki ng f or  f ol ksongs,  he f ound pl ent y of  f i ne songs about  
l or ds and l adi es,. hut  he never  st umbl ed acr oss a si ngl e one about  a coal  mi ner ,  
t hough mi nes and mi ner s abounded I n. ever y val l ey.  Some year s l at er ,  Gedr ge Kor son,  
who,  as John Gr eenway wr ot e,  " di d not  know he was a f ol kl or i st  when hi s wonder  was 
st i r r ed by t he coal  mi ner s one eveni ng i n 1924, "  went  t hr ough t hese same mount ai ns 
and came out  wi t h a t r easur e- house of  memor abl e coal  mi ni ng songs.  He was ar r ed 
onl y wi t h an ol d por t abl e r ecor di ng machi ne, a l et t er ,  f r om John L.  Lewi s,  and hi s 
l ove and under st andi ng of  t he coal  mi ner s and t hei r  dhnger ous cr af t .  The mi ner s
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r et ur ned t hi s l ove wi t h t he one gi f t  t hey coul d gi ve hi m -  t he ear t hy, comi c, sad, .
. bi t t er ,  sent i ment al ,  and oh,  so pr eci ous songs whi ch he saved5 f r om al most  Cer t ai n 
, per manent  di sappear ance . ~ .

Bef or e Geor ge di ed,  t he Li br ar y of  Congr ess i ssued ' ’Songs and Bal l ads of  t he 
Bi t umi nous Mi ner s, 1' a l ong- pl ayi ng r ecor d of  ei ght een of  t he many dozens of  songs he 
had r ecor ded on l i t t l e bl ack acet at e di scs.  ( Some year s pr evi ousl y t he Li br ar y of  
Congr ess had i ssued Kor sonf s r ecor d,  5 Songs of  t he Ant hr aci t e Mi ner s. " )

The songs we hear  ar e t he or i gi nal s,  j ust  as Kor son r ecor ded t hem out  i n t he 
f i el d i n Pr i ce Hi l l ,  West  Vi r gi ni a*  Shamr ock Mount ai n,  Kent ucky;  or  Tr af f or d;  
Al abama.  Ther e i s not  much f ancy musi c i n t hese f i el d r ecor di ngs,  but  t her e i s
a l ot  of  hear t  and humani t y i n t hem.  Take " Dr i l l  Man Bl ues, "  wr i t t en and sung by
Geor ge Cur l y Si zemor e of  Lochgel l y,  West  Vi r gi ni a.  Kor son t ol d me t hat  r ecor di ng 
Si zemor e was a pai nf ul  af f ai r  because Si zemor e was suf f er i ng f r om coal  dust  on hi s 
l ungs and was const ant l y gaspi ng f or  br eat h.  Si zemor e t ol d kor son t hat  somet i mes 
he made up songs down i n t he mi ne,  but  he coul d not  open hi s mout h t o si ng t hem f or  
f ear  of  get t i ng t oo much coal  dust  i nt o hi s al r eady poi soned l ungs. ,  The r ecor d 
sel l s t he t r agi c st or y as Si zemor e si ngs wi t h di f f i cul t y:

I ' m t hi nki ng of  poor  dr i l l men
Away down i n t he mi nes

Who f r om eat i ng dust  wi l l  end up 
Wi t h a f at e j ust  l i ke mi ne.

Anot her  f i ne song i s " Di s What  de Uni on Done, "  composed by Uncl e Geor ge Jones,  
an ol d,  bl i nd,  Negr o coal  mi ner  i n Al abama.  Uncl e Geor ge was si xt y- ei ght  year s ol d 
when Kor son r ecor ded hi m,  but  he si ngs wi t h vi gor  and dr i ve:

Hoor ay!  Hoor ay!
Fer  de uni on we must  st an' ,

I t ' s de onl y or gani zat i on
Pr ot ect s de l abor i n'  man;  -

Boys,  i t  makes de women happy,
Our  chi l l un cl ap dei r  hands.

To see de beef st eak an de good po' k chops 
St eami n'  I n dose f r yi n'  pans.

I n Coal  Dust  on t he Fi ddl e, Kor son t el l s how a commi t t ee of  mi ner s,  bl ack and 
whi t e,  r epr esent i ng t he Al abama di st r i ct ,  woul d vi si t  Uncl e Geor ge i n hi s t umbl e-  
down cabi n each year  and,  i n ef f ect ,  commi ssi on hi m t o wr i t e a song f or  t he f or t h
comi ng di st r i ct  convent i on.  Rel at es Kor son:

On t he day t he di st r i ct  convent i on opened,  an aut omobi l e cal l ed 
at  hi s cabi n and he r ode t o t he convent i on hal l  i n st at e.   ** When hi s ;
bal l ad was ended t he del egat es appl auded,  cheer ed,  whi st l ed and
st amped t hei r  , f eet .  . . . Uncl e Geor ge' s bat t er ed ol d hat  made t he r ounds 
of  t he convent i on and came back f i l l ed t o t he br i m wi t h bi l l s,  and 
si l ver .  Ther e was no^odor  of  char i t y about  t hi s gest ur e.  The 
mi ner s under st ood t hat  t hey wer e payi ng a f ee f or  a ser vi ce t hat  
gave t hem gr eat  pl easur e,  and i n t hat  spi r i t  Uncl e Geor ge accept ed 
t he money.  He was l i vi ng by hi s mi nst r el sy,  a pr of essi on r i ch i n 
t r adi t i on and f ul l  of  honor  i n t he mi ni ng communi t y.

Uncl e Geor ge Jones has l ong si nce di ed and hi s songs and hi s st or y woul d have 
di ed wi t h hi m,  except  f or  t he dedi cat ed wor k of  Geor ge Kor sot t .

I n addi t i on t o t he songs I  have ment i oned,  t her e ar e si xt een ot her  songs,
al l  of  t hem I nt er est i ng and i mpor t ant ,  some of  t hem exci t i ng and movi ng.  I  have 
onl y one cr i t i ci sm of  t hi s al bum:  The j acket  i s pr i nt ed i n a t ypi cal  deadl y,
bur eaucr at i c,  col or l ess st yl e.  No col or  and no i l l ust r at i ons,  no phot o of  a coal  
mi ner ,  or  Kor son,  or  anybody,  or  anyt hi ng.  But  don' t  l et  t he dul l  j acket  keep 
you f r om get t i ng t hi s l i vel y and hi st or i c r ecor d.

■ . ' . '... ' ' ’ ' ’ Joe Glaze.*'.



Note.: Records fan  nevteu ) bhouJLd be &ent. t o  t h e Recond Review Ed iton , Genald E.

Pa n som , J n ., a t  t h e  s o c i e t y  a d d n eM. ; ;   

MEMBERS AND FRI ENDS. . .
Pet er  For syt h sends t he f ol l owi ng news about  t he Keel e Fest i val  i n Engl and l ast  yeat .
" I  met  up wi t h t he HcPeakes at  Keel e,  and t hey r emember  ^ i t h pl easur e t hei r  st ay wi t h ... 
Chuck and Nan Per due and t hei r  vi si t  t o . Washi ngt on ( i n Mar ch,  1965) . . . They wer e 
r eal l y on f or m at  Keel e.  The Keel e Fest i val  was r at her  bet t er  t hi s year  t han l ast  
because t hey br ought  back t he wor kshop f or mat  agai n. . . They had a good cr op of  
t r adi t i onal  per f or mer s t hough per haps f ewer  t han l ast  year .  But  t he ol d f ai t hf ul s -  
Ji mmi e MacBeat h and Packi e Byr ne -  wer e t her e as usual ,  and,  of  cour se,  Jeanni e 
Rober t son who del i ght ed us wi t h some sl i ght l y bawdy songs and st or i es. ' . 1
Some of  t he wor kshops wer e:  ’’Ri t ual - Dance, " wher e t he movement s of  a swor d dance wer e 
t aught ; " Ri t ual  Dr ama, " wher e t he subj ect  x»?as t he mummer s'  pl ay,  t hei r  t ypes and t he 
pr esent - day schol ar ' s v i ew of  t hei r  or i gi n and si gni f i cance ( " ent hr al l i ng, "  For syt h 
wr i t es ) ; " Pr ehi st or i c f ol ksong, " wher e Ber t  Ll oyd spoke about  songs whi ch occur  i n 
pr i mi t i ve soci et i es and evi dent  sur vi val s f r om pr i mi t i ve Eur opean cul t ur e i n Eur opean 
f ol ksong;  and " Tr adi t i on, "  t hat  i s,  a t al k on Scot t i sh f ol ksongs gi ven by Ar t hur  
Ar go,  of  Aber deen ( " l i vel y, "  For syt h wr i t es) .  ' •
The f est i val  weekend al so had eveni ng concer t s on Sat ur day and Sunday af t er noon t her e 
was a concer t .  Two eveni ng concer t s wer e hel d on Sat ur day,  " Tr adi t i onal "  and" ( Fol k
Boom)  Revi val . "
Pet er  For syt h,  an Engl i shman,  t eaches Physi cs at  t he Uni ver si t y of  Li ver pool .  A 
member  of  t he Soci et y when he l i ved i n t he Washi ngt on ar ea,  he i s i nt er est ed i n 
t r adi t i onal  songs.  He i s a member  of  one of  t he many f ol k cl ubs t o be f ound i n 
Engl i sh c i t i es, " Jacki e and Br i di e’ s. "  He al so i s a member  of  t he Engl i sh Fol k Dance 
and Seng Soci et y.  At  t he cl ub,  he of t en t apes per f or mer s and he hopes soon t o col 
l ect  f r om some t r adi t i onal  si nger s i n Scot l and.  • *  ' 

June St ZveAman

FOLK DANCE. . .  . •, .  f nxm an , t xt enAt ve Li &t i ng by Vena Vuenkt en

Fol l owi ng i s a l i st  of  f ol k dance act i vi t y i n t he Washi ngt on ar ea ( par t i al  l i st  onl y ) :

Sunday:  T   U  v. \ " n.  !'* ' ' v- • >* 1 ’ v SSl X” FW V ‘ ^  ^  .
Br ookl and Met hodi st  Chpr ch,  , 14t h and Lawr ence St r eet s NW. , . D. C,  / 79: 30 p. m.  About

ever y t wo weeks.  Check wi t h l eader ,  Ver a Duer ksen ( LA 9- 08<| 5 or  LA $- 6699) .  
Begi nner s and i nt er medi at e.

Bal t i mor e YWCA. ‘ ' 8- 11 p. mw°  Fi r St * And t hi r d Sundays.  “ v v'= '

Monday:  k  - ,,, >j- i- r. y.
Ben Mur ch School ,  El l i cot t ; St r eet  and Connect i cut  Avenue NW. ,  p. Cf ;  8: 15 p. m.

St .  Andr ews Soci et y Scot t i sh, ;Count r y Dance.  ;Leader ,  Har r y Ways,  Cal l  Dave 
Thomas ( WO 6- 3838) .

Hi l l el  Foundat i on,  Mar yl and Uni ver si t y.  I sr ael i  danci ng.  Cal l  St eve Skl ar ow 
( 882- 4641) - ,  • - .i' «  T.-?‘ ci / b: - ’’ .

Sl i go Communi t y Cent er  and Ar gyl e Communi t y^ Cent er , . ;  Dur i ng summer  onl y. No i n
st r uct i on.  Cal l  JU 9- 1480.  v , ;  . . f - t , . ; . : ,;.i.

Bet hesda Yout h Cent er .  8: 30- 10: 30 p. m.  Leader s,  Mel  and Phyl l i s Di amond.
Begi nner s ana exper i enced.  Admi ssi on,  one dol l ar .  - :

Tuesday:  Jewi sh Communi t y Cent er ,  1529 16t h St r eet  NW. ,  D. C.  Leader  Mar y K. ,  : ; ,• *•* 
Dewees.  7: 30 p. m.  -  10 p. m.  I sr ael i  danci ng,  i nt er medi at e.  75c .nonr mer aber ,. 4.. . 
50c member .  /  7' .  ’

Wednesday:  Squar e Danci ng,  Pi er ce Hal l ,  15t h and TI ar var d St r eet s NW. , D. C. , 8 p. m. ;
I nt er nat i onal ,  begi nner - advanced,  Cent r e School  gym,  Gr eenbel t , Md. , 7: 30 p. m.  

Thur sday:  Roosevel t  Hi gh School , 13t h and Upshur  St r eet s NW.  , D. C.  8: 30- 10' p. m.  "
Leader ,  Nancy Rosenbur g.  Admi ssi on,  50c.  . .. » . * . . ^  .

Sat ur day:  I nt er nat i onal  Fol k Dance Cl ub,  8 p. m. ,  Pi er ce Hal l .  Lar r y Wei ner  ( 92T7- 3743)
Thr ough Feb.  17 onl y.


