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President's Report to the Folklore Sooiety of Grester Washington

Since the formation of the society in Ostober of lest year I believe
that we have made an excellent beginning, We have set up a regular menthly
meeting schedulo and menaged to ha ve good monthly programs., We have presented
ons special program in the nature of & consert (the MoPeeke Femily) aend hed
ene open sings Ve are now being called upon for advice on progrems being
presented by other groups end we have & group within the society who heve appesrred
on television and are plamming some speeial programs for childrem, These are
the public activities which are noticed the most, You will note that most of them
a ro condsernad with traditional musioc and are to & certain extent educational,

Our tresgurer, Sol Sohneysr has made en excellent stetement regarding the socdety
which I £ eel you should heer, He wrote this in amswer to a juestion on the form
applying te geln a tex exemption status for the society, The statement is as followss

*  The purpoge of the Society is to help to pmeserf@ ths folklore of America, in
song and story, as a living tradition, It is our convietion thet this
heritsge constitutes a signifisant source of culturel and esthetic enrichment
for our people and that it should be preserved not only in &rohives, but
in the everyday life of the community, Since we lmow ef no existing comnunity
organization addressing itself directly to this issve and we do not believe that
the need which we see Gen be met through commercial chennels, we hope te:
1, Serve as a fooal point for individuals in the greater Washington erece
who are interested in the broad aree of Americen folklore,
24 Carry on & program of eotivities whioh will disseminate folk meterials
and informetion sbout them, Although the Sociéty is primarily concerned
with Ameriocan Folklore it is also interested in the folklore of other ceountries,
particularly that of other English-speaking ceuntries.
3+ Stimulate the interest of the community in folk materials in terms of
active participation as well as pmssive appreciations
4, Stimulate interest in ¢ he study of, research on and collegtion of msterials
relating to the folklore of Ameries. //

The stetement which I heve just read ie ons which does an excellent job of
presenting the purposes for which this sooiety was formed s We have made a good
beginning in fulfilling these aims, As always, there is much to do., We have plans
for contimming our monthly regular meetings (sa indeed we must if we are %o live up
to the terms of our bylaws)e Theserwill probebly’not bs held over the summer
months. Thers a re plans for verious spesial events including e square dence, more
open sings, concerts, a summer "mioro-festiva 1" etess We will eventually get inte
the area of more elaborate publications, possibly into sound resording releases, e}
At the moment we are limited by funds and participants in many aress and we need
more involvement in activities on the part of the general membership,

We have built up & smell e rohive of tape reoordings of our variomsfunstions
which is accessable to those who have le@itamate reasons for listening to thems We
also have a duleimer built by Howard Mitohell using his speoial fretting technique.
This snd information on sonstruction of duloimers is evailable %o snyone who is
interested, We hope to inscrease our erchive of reference materiel and make it more
aocesseble to interested people.

1f I meys I would like to make a few oomments on directions which I would like
to see the society move in. First I would like to suggest that we ere dealing in
en a rea of great importance to the lives of peoples We carmot afford to separate
the meterial of folklore from the psople who preserve and addto the body of 8
and stories which make up our traditional heritsge. We must not make mis fo
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of misteking volume for quality or imrediate apreal for lesting value, In

other words we must wateh the temptation of popularization of this materiael
through techmiques which rob the material of its valus and dehumanize ite

Ve are engeged in communication of values and we must not allew ourselves teo

be used as a vehlole for those who are engaged in selling our traditiomal heritage
down the river of commeroial entertainment,

I would like to see us continue to attempt to present people to other people,
I would like to see us begin to meke it possible for folklore soholars, folk song
enthusiatss, folk ¢ ngers and story tellers and just people to be able to sit down
togother and share experiences and feelings through communioation with eash ether,
e must strive for a sort of ocultural contimmity in this fragmented soelety in
whioch we find ouselves, We are engaged in an endeaver whioh has possibiliities
of reminding us that we are human beings and not machines or objeots or stetisties.
FNot only that bubt its fun, lLete go on from here, We have the organization off
ths ground, we are headed in the right direction and I thinke thet we heve e
£ uture, If we can continue to leara and grow and educate and entertain and enjoy
what wo do we shall not have been formed in vain,



