The Folklore Society

OF GREATER WASHINGTON
P. O. Box 19174 e 20th Street Station  Washington D. C. 20036

Noverber 5, 1966

John Legerwood
265 Missouri fvees Halle
Waghington, D.Ce 20011

Dear Mre Legerwoods

Ve are glad to get any ideas that anyone has regerding the Folklore Socictye
Ve are frequently called a "elique", whatever that meens, but we always try
to get ideas,; comments, and new people involved in Society activitiese Ve
have rather poor lucke A lot of people express a desire to work but do not
want to be an officer of the Socletys DIvery year our nominating conmitiee
has & real problem finding cnough people just to have one neme for each
office, much loss to give o choicos I am ramblinge IFor sake of orgenization
IM11 comment on each of your points in the order you goves

1. Program on folksong collectinge CGood ideame Ue plan to do this vhen
we cane Frobably with Ken Goldstein of Unive Pemne, who has published
a book on this subjects

2¢ Charter a tus for Thilaes Ve probably won'!t do thise If we did we would
alse have to worry sbout getling people from the festivel grownds to
vherever they vere stoyingj keep people together for meals, etce carry
insurance to protect the Society; and meny other problems. There are
always & number of people going to Fhila and to other festivals. Perhops
a partial solution to the tremsportation problem would be to print
notices in the Newsletter as to vho was going and neceded 2 ride and who
had extra room in their cor, cice

3s Children's program. Good ideas Ve have had seversl children's progroms
as part of cur pickeniks end the folk geteswaye. Ve will probably do this
sometime this coming yoar,.

lis Progrem of protest songse I don't think there is enough intercst in the

mepbership to do this as a program but it might be possible to have protest

songs as the subject of an open singe The subject, or lack of it, for the
open sings is usually left up to vhocver runs the perticuler sing, lould
you like to mun one and feoture protest songs?

e ILibrarye Ve would like to bub this requires having a centrsl location to
store things and someone there to supervise the use ofe If we ore able
sometine %o get an office this would be possible to doe Our tape spchive
is now kept by Bob Silverman and it is gquite an imposition on him to keep
this in his home,

6e Iibrary of Congresse The Iibrary is very poor, moneywisee They usually
issue rewrds, of publish something if someone gives them a grant which is
to be used for that specific purposes [Anyone doing legitimate resesrch
can use the Folksong irchive, The Archivist at the Iibrery is Joe
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Hickerson who is olgso ¥iGe~President of ISGH, If you have something that
you are interested in rosearching, telk to Joes le will be happy to give
you edvice and asslstences 7¢ll him that you are a nember of FSGW,

4 menber of FSGH, Scott Odell, is the guy ot the Smitheonian who ig respons
gible for the programs last summer ond alse the exhibit of musicol instrue
nments currently on displaye liore ave phonmede The Smithosonian has a2 new
man, Jim Morris, who is in charge of programs on the malle He is a2 friend
of ourg end is an enthusiastic "folk buff". Jim and Scott kmow they howve
the Socicty's entlmsisstic suprorts

Dupont Circle curfews FOGY is o non-profit organizetion smd has toxefree
stotus with Internal Tlevenues As such, it must follow certain guidelines
in its operotions end functionse Ipressing disapproval for the curfew
is outside our legitimote sphere of operationss

Washington Folk Festivale. Vhere were you at the Folk GetwhAway Scpte 30
Octs 2, this year? This is probably the only type of festival the Society
will haves Iirst; becmuse it's more fum and less work to do it this ways
second, we have several big festivels going on fairly close « the FPhila
featival, the Woshington Folk Festival put on by Dave Rosenberg and consisting
of dance groups and singing groups; third, the National Folk Festiwvel
Agsociation is talking of having the liational Folk Festivel in Veshington,
We hed many good comments (end no bad ones) on the Folk Gete-fvaye. This was
a camp=out at Prince William Forest Park 30 miles from Vashingtone /e had
2 squave dancey concert, campfire singy workshops on cuntemporery songs,
religious songs, tall tales, children®s program, ctees Ve plan to moke it
an annuel #ffady and it is to be held next Maye

Polk instrument instructions Can't do ite liost, if not &ll, of the people
in the Society who are capable of teaching are already doing it end taking
all of the feess Ve couldn'®t cut into thise Tor some it &g their only
source of incomes

FSGY Coffee Houses %e have tdlked about this but would nced a much larger
finsmei gl base from which to operate. Perheps in the futureees

Verbers songse If snyone went to run an open sing on this subject, he is
welcome to do its See answer to number l.

Buddy Mosses I'm 2ll for getting him back. He is a persongl friend of
mine and also a fine singere e plon to try and get him for the Folk Ceote
Ay nenct Hays

I hope I have answered your questions end replied to your comments appropristelye
There are meny activities that the Soclety would like to do if it had the money

and

the people to worke Moot of our programs just sbout break even and we are

gble to have the people we do only by paying them a pittance and depending on
friends of Soclety members to come down and help outs

Thanks again for your comentss They wore apprediateds Hegards,
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