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TDeay iire Orems

fod

L would like to express the Folldore Socleoty's appreciation for your teking time
to give us your comments regarding some of owr activitiess. TFew people doe I do
feel though that we should not be sending the questionaire to new members who,
as you point ocut, haven't been in the Sociecty long enough to answer many of the
questionse

Vhen we orgendzed FSGY three yeors ogo we had many long discussions as to vhat
we would eell ite After much hassle we chose the present nomes Ve decided to
use the term "Folklore" instcad of "sic" for several reasonge. Nainly, we do
wemt to (end heve in the past) inelude other aspects of folklore besides musics
Our emphagis is nececegsorily on music becauge most of the mewbers want it that
ways Let me reply to your numbered comments in orders

l. The Soclety is, indeed, strongly oriented toward musice Ve do include other {
aspects of folklore as I will point out in number 2, belows The renks of the
Society include several folkloristse dJoe Hickerson, viece-President, has an
Hede from the University of Indimns and is curvently amployed in the frchive
of Folksong of the ILibrary of Congress as a Beforonce Librarieny Dsther
Birdsall teaches courses in Iolllore at the University of laryland; Helen
Selmeyer has been singing and studying Negro music and lore for over 30 yearss
and I have been deoply invelved with materdisl from Georgle and the Southern
Appalochiansgsince I was @ kide There are many move of our members quite
Involved with folklorce I am relating this simply to point out that we are
certoinly cognizent thet folldore is not folk musice (You mey went your money
refunded anyway, but that's another point)e

2e The Society moves in a direction determined by the desires of its members and
the amount of money in its trmasury. Come of the activities we have had in the
past three years outside the realm of music are:
Lecture~Demonstration-lorkshep on the Appalachian Dulcimer

Film Progroms - Including (beside mmsic) Tall Teles, Anthropological Studies, etc.

lecture on "American Folk Life Nesearch" Dr. Bruce Duckley

Discussion of music on commercial "Race" & "Hillbilly! rew® rds.

Reports on folllore research by students from Unive of Ide

Lecture on American Industrial Songs by Archie Green

Workshops on Instrument lepaim, Puppet lialing, Corn Shuck Dolls, and other
subjectos

Varicus FSGY members have been collecting materiel in this aresz ond some of it
has been presented in Society programse

3¢ Cuestion 7 should hove been loft off the quostionaire. The Soclety does funciion
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during the summere. Ve have informell pickeniks with singing and workshopss
last year we hed & small festival corbined with camping out in Frince
14114om Fovrest Pork, Vae ‘e have no formel programs during the months of
July, August, end September for the sivple reason that the people required
to organize and run these cctivities are teldng vacations during this
period, £loo, there ave memy festivals avound the country that meny of us
attende Thore is just not the time or lzbor availeoble during the swmers
e have never concerned ourselves with attracting the college crowd or with
tpopulerity polls" or vhatever is "in" at the momente 45 stated previously,
mogt of us have beon involved in folldore for many years; long before the
"folk music rovivel® began in 1955« In facty it was only after the 13
cofiec houses in this closed and the boom appeared to be over (wost of
the faddists had gone on to "folkerock") that we orgenized FSGW. After you
heve been o member for a while it will be obvious from ouwr progrems that we
are not conceryned with populardtye

Le I think I have alveady snsugred your comments on question mumber 9. Ve are
not concerned with youth or fade There is no reason, however, that folk
misic progrems and/or programs dealing with any aspect of folklore connot be
entertainings as well as educationzla

We vlmm to present some pepers in soveral subjects next years Perhaps you would
be intevested in presenting one on the subject listed in your questiongires If
goy how sbout ealling Joe Hickerson at: 283 2735, or drop in and talk to him in
the Follksong Archives

Speaking of youthseel just
is 3lhe

pithat the aversge age of the Ixecutive Boaxd
I hope I have alloyed somc of your fears regavding ISGY sctivitdes. Thanks
again formyour cormentse

Hegaxds,

Chuck Ferdue, President
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A qucstionnairec:

In an offort to find out who likes what the FSGW is doing
and who docsn't, as well as to involve morc merbers in actively
doing something with and for the Society, this gquestionnaire
has becn preparcd (or thrown together). Please £ill it out and
roturn it as soon asg possible.

1. What arec your favoritec styles of folkmusic?
Blue Grass, sea songs.

2. Do you feel that the Socicty has prescnted a propcr cross-
scction of musical forms, or have there becen glaring
omissions?

As a mnew member, I am not qualified to say.

3, Who (1list half a dozen or so) would you most like to sco
precsented by the Society? In what capacity? A sampling of
performers in various capacities: Mississippi John Hurt, Hal Holbrook,
C. Fo Voegelin, Melville J. Herskovits,
i, What svccial cvents (such as square dances, festivals or
whatever) would you be most intcrested in? A cross-regional
comparison of verbal folklore, instrumentation and song, dances, and
physical folklore (see Attachment #1), in form of lecture series, displays,
5, Such cvonts take time and pcople, Would you, as a pecople, exhibitions,
offer some of your time?

Yes, without reservation.
6. Iow do you feel about the open sinzgs? Should they be
continued? Too formal or informal®
See answer to #2.

7. Should the Society continue to function throughout the

summer?
See Attachment #2,

8. Do you know of any likely mceeting places (schools, churches,
campgrounds, ete.) that might be used if need be in the

future?
Not at the present time,

9. This is perhaps the most basic question of all: The FSGW
was originally founded as a society, not Just as a concert
bureau to be run by a few pencil-pushers. What can be done
to further this intention?

See Attachment #2.
UAME (optional) — Edward J. Orem, Jr.
ADDRESS -—  Center for Applied Linguistics, 1717 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., 20036

PIIONE — 265-3100, ext. 333



ATTACHMENT #1

The questionnaires sent me, as well as the material I received at the last
meeting of the Folklore Society of Greater Washington, stimulate the following
questions regarding the functions of the Society:

1), The Society seems strongly oriented towards instrumentation and singing.
Does folkmusic cover the range of your involvement in the ethnography of American
folklore? (If so, you must recognize that folklore # folkmusic, and therefore the
Society is mis=termed. Indeed, I should like my dues refunded if you believe
folklore = folkmusic.)

2). Or are you moving in the direction of broader concern to include the
areas in folk culture and craft studies which a true "folklore" group is necessar=-
ily interested in? (Some of the more obvious inclusion might be:

Verbal folklore

riddles, rhymes, proverbs;

superstitions and customs, e.g. fate, luck, time and
space boundaries, wishing, talismans, magic, mar-
riage and funeral ceremonies;

myths, e.g. tales, fairies, ballads, legends about
persons ;

beliefs, e.g. nature, life cycle, folk medicine,
seasonal festivities, religion;

anecdotes, e.g. individual thoughts, memories;

traditions about foriegn countries and people;

linguistic phenomena, e.g. special vocabularies for
trade, profession, social role; language assigned
to animals.

Dances
photographs and recordings;
movement notation study [Labanotation];
participation for study and recreation,

Physical folklore, e.g. musical instruments,)

The wide dialectal and ethnological variations (i.e., Virginia Piedmont, Del-
marva Peninsula, Tidewater, Pennsylvania Dutch) existing in this region make a-
vailable to FSGW a rich assortment of folkloric content of the above categories,
and present the opportunity for this Society to become a major catalyst for folk-
lore studies in the eastern United States. These important advantages should

be exploited fully,



ATTACHMENT #2

7. The answer to this question obviates an answer to whether or not the
Society wishes to continue its chief role as a socializing agent in drawing
young people together, An organization which depends upon the lemming=-like
seasonal migrations of the young is severely handicapping itself temporally,
qualitatively, and quantitatively., Implicit within the question of seasonal
operation is the statement that the Society is concerned with kke popularity
and popular fancies. What happens to FSGW and its membership when folkmusic
ceases to be "in'""? I believe the value derived from folklore study is an un-
dated one devoid of the whimsy of the popular tide.

9., The answer here, too, must rest upon the Society's interpretation of its
functions. The binary compsrison presented in this question suggests that

there is some danger of FSGW's turning into a ''concert bureau...run by a few
pencil pushers.'" This cannot be resolved until the scope of the Society widens
beyond (1) youth, (2) fad, and (3) entertainment.,
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Telephone [202] 265-3100
Cables CENTAPLING

December 1, 1966

Chuck Perdue

President, Folklore Society of Greater Washington
P. 0. Box 19174

20th Street Station

Washington, D. C. 20036

Dear Mr. Perdue:

Thank you for a conscientious reply to my previous comments and questions
regarding FSGW. Your remark that perhaps new members should not be answering
some of the questions was also appreciated -- and well taken. It could be
that T was blunt and too quick to draw conclusions, but it served my purpose
of finding out just what sort of stuff the organization islmade of. I am
looking forward to participating in the activities of FSGW and exploring its
scope and structure further. (At this point I should like to ask a question:
how is it that members are informed about meetings? I have yet to receive
any announcements about time, place, topic.)

Concerning your invitation to present a paper before the Society, I am doing
something at present -- field collections of tales and attitudes towards the
children of different social backgrounds telling the stories -- but it probably
has too much a socio-linguistic slant to be of interest as yet. Perhaps one

of the many side studies to be reaped from my main concern can be developed by
next spring -- if you would be interested.

Again, my thanks for your very adequate answer.

Sincerely,

<INy
Ciwary (e

Edward Orem

Education and Research Program





