98t CONGRESS
1ST SESSION

. R. 1706

To designate the square dance as the national folk dance of the United States.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FEBRUARY 28, 1983

Mr. MiNeTa (for himself, Mr. PaneTTa, Mr. BARNarRD, Mr. BoNER of Tennes-
see, Mr. BoNkER, Mr. Brooks, Mr. Browx of California, Mr. CORRADA,
Mr. DauB, Mr. Dwyer of New Jersey, Mr. EyMERsoN, Mr. Frippo, Mr.
Frorio, Mr. ForsyrHE, Mr. Frexzer, Mr. Frost, Mr. Hopkixs, Mr.
Hortox, Mr. HugHES, Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr. LaFALCE, Mr. LAGOMARSINO,
Mr. Laxtos, Mr. McHreH, Mr. MarTivez, Mr. MaTsvr, Mr. MoNTGoM-
Ery, Mr. Morrisox of Washington, Mr. O'Briex, Mr. Rartcurorp. Mr.
ReIp, Mr. RoBiNsoN, Mr. Rog, Mr. SHaRrP, Mr. SHELBY, Mr.' STANGE-
LaND, Mr. TarLron, Mr. Vaxpercrirr, Mr. VExTO, Mr. Waxyan, Mr.
Guaring, and Mr. DaNieL) introduced the following bill; which was referred
to the Committee on Post Office and Civil Service

A BILL

To designate the square dance as the national folk dance of the
United States.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
3 That the Congress finds that—

4 (1) square dancing has been a popular tradition in
5

America since early colonial times,



S}

(o p) Qt = L

~1

2

(2) square dancing is a joyful expression of the vi-
brant spirit of the people of the United States,

(3) the American people value the display of eti-
quette among men and women which is a major ele-
ment of square dancing,

(4) square dancing is a traditional form of family
recreation which symbolizes a basic strength of this
country, namely, the unity of the family,

(5) square dancing epitomizes democracy because
1t dissolves arbitrary social distinctions, and

(6) it is fitting that the square dance be added to
the array of svmbols of our national character and
pride.

SEC. 2. The square dance is designated as the national

folk dance of the United States.

SEc. 3. This Act shall take effect January 1, 1984.
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