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ARCHIE GREEN TO SPEAK AT MAY MEETING

Mr. Archie Green will be the featured speaker at the May 13 meeting of the 
Folklore Society of Greater Washington, speaking on American occupational, in­
dustrial, labor, and radical folksongs, with recorded examples. The program will 
be held at 8:30 p.m. on Friday, May 13, at Pierce Hall. There will be a business 
meeting just after intermission which will involve the election of next year's officers 
(for the term June 1, 1966 to May 31, 1967). All FSGW members and prospective 
members are especially urged to attend. Nominations will be open until just prior 
to the balloting.

Archie Green is Librarian of the Institute of Labor and Industrial Relations 
at the University of Illinois, and is currently a candidate for the PhD in Folklore 
at the University of Pennsylvania. He has written widely in the fields of labor- 
industrial folksong, hillbilly music, and folk music discography, and has partici­
pated in numerous folk festivals as moderator, and on various committees of the 
American Folklore Society.

Mr. Green will trace the development of occupational, industrial, labor, and 
radical folksongs from 17th century English broadsides to recent phonograph records.
He will discuss the relationships of folksongs to individuals and "movements," and 
will determine the nature of the current folksong and topical-protest song "revival" 
as a possible "movement" in a sociological-anthropological sense. Specific con­
trast will be made among Joe Hill, Woody Guthrie, and Bob Dylan as singers, com­
posers, and exponents of ideology.

Admission to the May 13 meeting is free to FSGW members; memberships are 
available at the door. (You must be a member to be eligible to vote in the election. )
The public is invited and admission for non-members is $1.00. Pierce Hall is 
located behind All Souls Unitarian Church, 16th and Harvard Street, N W. A lighted 
private parking lot is east of 15th and Fuller.

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING FSGW EVENTS 
May 18feJune 1 - -Executive Board Meeting / 8:30 p.m. /Suite 700-1200-17 th St. ,N.W.
May 21 --Open Sing run by Joe Hickerson with no set program or topic but stressing 

harmony and chorus es / everyone welcome to sing/8:30 p.m., Union 
Methodist Church/814-20th St. , N. W. / Members free/non-members, $1.00; 
students, 50̂ .

June 10--Bluesman Buddy Moss/8:30 p.m. , Wash. Gaslight Co. Auditorium/11th & H, N. W. 
June I7--Frank Proffitt Memorial Concert/8 30 p.m. , Pierce Hall (behind All Soul's 

Unitarian Church/ 16th and Harvard Sts. , N. W. /General admission, $2. 00, 
members, $1. 00/All proceeds to go to the Proffitt family/tickets may be 
ordered after May 10 by mailing a self-addressed stamped envelope to: Dale 
Music Company, 824 Georgia Ave. , Silver Spring, Md.
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I t ' s  r e p o r t  t i m e .  E v e r y  y e a r  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  t h e  T r e a s u r e r  of  
t h e  S o c i e t y  a r e  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  B y - l a w s  t o r e p o r t  t o t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  on  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  
a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  i t s  f i n a n c i a l  con d i t i on .  T h e s e  r e p o r t s  f o l l o w . . .

P R E S I D E N T ' S  R E P O R T

A s u m m a r y  o f  t h e  p a s t  y e a r ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  i s  p r o b a b l y  in  o r d e r  h e r e  f o r  t h os e  of  
y ou  w h o h a v e  r e c e n t l y  j o i n e d  t h e  S oc i e t y .  B e g i n n i n g  w i t h  J u n e ,  1965 ou r  p r o g r a m s  
a n d  e ve n t s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  11 m on t h s  w e r e  a s  f o l l o w s

l e c t u r e  on  " F o l k l i f e  R e s e a r c h "  b y  P r o f .  B r u c e  B u ck l e y ,  
s u m m e r  p i c k - n i c  w i t h  m u s i c  a n d  d i s c u s s i o n .
c o n c e r t  f e a t u r i n g  A l i c e  F o s t e r  a n d  H a z e l  D i c k e n s ,  D on  L e a c e ,  a n d  J oh n  J a c k s on ,  
f i l m  p r o g r a m  - " T o  H e a r  You r  B a n j o  P l a y " ,  " T h e  B l u e s " ,  ' R h y t h m  o f  A f r i c a " ,  

a n d  " T h e  R oot s  o f  H i l l b i l l y  M u s i c " ,  
l e c t u r e  w i t h  r e c o r d e d  i l l u s t r a t i on s  b y  R i c h a r d  S p o t t s w ood  a n d  G u t h r i e  M e a d e  

on  m u s i c  r e c o r d e d  d u r i n g  t h e  ' 2 0 ' s  a n d  ' 3 0 ' s  on  H i l l b i l l y  a n d  R a c e  r e c o r d s ,  
s a m p l e r  c o n c e r t  b y  m e m b e r s  of  F S G W .  
p r o g r a m  of  m u s i c  b y  L e e  a n d  T o s s i  A a r o n .
p r o g r a m  o f  p a p e r s  b y  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M a r y l a n d ,  
n om i n a t i on  m e e t i n g  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  t w o f i l m s  - "W h a l e r  Ou t  of  N e w  B e d f o r d "  

a n d  " M u s i c  F r o m  O i l  D r u m s "  . 
p r o g r a m  o f  m u s i c  b y  t h e  B e e r s  F a m i l y ,  
p r o g r a m  of  f i d d l e  m u s i c .

E v e n t s  t h a t  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  s ch e d u l e d  b y  t h e  S o c i e t y  a r e  l i s t e d  e l s e w h e r e  in  t h i s  
N e w s l e t t e r .

L a s t  O c t o b e r  t h e  S o c i e t y  i n i t i a t e d  a  con t i n u i n g  s e r i e s  o f  op e n  s i n g s  w h i ch  a r e  
h e l d  on  t h e  l a s t  S a t u r d a y  o f  e v e r y  m on t h .  T h e s e  h a v e  s o  fa r  e n j oy e d  a  s m a l l  ( 6 0 -7 0  
p e op l e )  bu t  s t e a d y  a u d i e n c e .  H o w e v e r ,  w e  w ou l d  l i k e  t o s e e  m o r e  p e o p l e  on  t h e  p a r ­
t i c i p a t i n g  e n d .  W h y  d on ' t  y ou  v o l u n t e e r  t o s i n g  a t  t h e  n e x t  o n e ?

A n  a g r e e m e n t  w a s  s i g n e d  t h i s  p a s t  y e a r  b y  t h e  F o l k l o r e  S o c i e t y  of  G r e a t e r  
W a s h i n g t on  a n d  S t a n l e y - W i l l i a m s  P r e s e n t a t i o n s  u n d e r  t h e  t e r m s  o f  w h i ch  F S G W  h a s  
s p o n s o r e d  t h e  C l a n cy  B r o t h e r s  a n d  B u ffy  St .  M a r i e  in  c o n c e r t  a t  L i s n e r  A u d i t o r i u m .
A  s i m i l a r  a g r e e m e n t  m a y  b e  s i g n e d  l a t e r  t h i s  y e a r  p r ov i d i n g  f o r  a  fa l l  c o n c e r t  s e r i e s .  
T h e s e  a g r e e m e n t s  e n a b l e  F S G W  m e m b e r s  t o a t t e n d  t h e  c o n c e r t s  a t  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
d i s c o u n t  a n d  a l s o  p r o v i d e  a n  a d d i t i on a l  s o u r c e  o f  i n c o m e  f o r  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  m e a g e r  
t r e a s u r y .

T h e  S o c i e t y  i s  in  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  s t a g e s  o f  p l a n n i n g  f o r  a  w e e k - e n d  F o l k  c a m p -  
ou t  t h i s  S e p t e m b e r .  I t  w i l l  b e  f o r  m e m b e r s  on l y  a n d  w i l l  b e  h e l d  a t  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  
F o r e s t  P a r k .  M o r e  d e t a i l s  a r e  g i v e n  e l s e w h e r e  in  t h i s  N e w s l e t t e r .

T h e  b i g g e s t  p r o b l e m ,  a n d  p r o b a b l y  t h e  on l y  r e a l  on e ,  t h a t  t h e  S o c i e t y  f a c e s  is  
m o n e y - - l a c k  o f  e n ou g h  o f  i t  t o d o a i l  t h e  t h i n gs  w e  w ou l d  l i k e  t o d o .  T h i s  w i l l  a l w a y s  
b e  a  p r o b l e m .  I f w e  h a d  a  l i m i t l e s s  s u p p l y  o f  m o n e y  w e  w ou l d  n o d ou b t  f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  
w i t h  a  l i m i t l e s s  n u m b e r  o f  w o r t h w h i l e  t h i n gs  t o d o .  In c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  t h e  s m a l l  
b u d g e t  w i t h  w h i ch  w e  h a v e  t o w o r k  ( s e e  T r e a s u r e r ' s  R e p o r t  w h i ch  f o l l o w s ) ,  m o s t  of  
ou r  p r o g r a m s  m u s t  n e c e s s a r i l y  d e p e n d  on  con t a c t s  t h a t  m e m b e r s  m a y  h a v e  a n d ,  t o
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s o m e  d e g r e e ,  on  u t i l i z a t i on  o f  m e m b e r s  a n d  o t h e r  l o c a l  p e o p l e .  I f y ou  h a v e  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  
c o n t a c t s ,  i d e a s ,  ( lot s  of  m o n e y ) ,  o r  a n y t h i n g  a t  a l l  t o s a y  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  op e r a t i o n s  of  
t h e  F S G W ,  d o n ot  h e s i t a t e  t o  co n t a c t  m e  o r  a n y  o t h e r  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  o r ,  b e t t e r  
s t i l l ,  c o m e  t o E x e c u t i v e  B o a r d  m e e t i n g s  a n d  g e t  i n t o t h in gs !,

In  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  p r o g r a m s  a n d  e v e n t s  a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  y o u - -  
t h r ou g h  m e m b e r s h i p  d u e s ,  p a i d  a d m i s s i o n s ,  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  (or  l a c k  o f  i t ) in  S o c i e t y  
a c t i v i t i e s .

C h u ck  P e r d u e ,  P r e s i d e n t
T R E A S U R E R ' S  R E P O R T  (a s  o f  2 / 2 8 / 6 6 )
1. I n c o m e

F i s c a l  1965  ( 1 0 / 6 4 - 5 / 6 5 )  F i s c a l  1966  ( 6 / 6 5 - 2 / 6 6 )

M on t h l y M on t h l y
T ot a l A v e r a g e T ot a l A v e r a g e

M e m b e r s h i p $ 5 3 7 .  00 $ 6 7 $ 4 5 0 . 5 0 $ 50
A d m i s  s i on s 7 1 4 . 2 5 89 8 8 5 . 0 5 98
O t h e r 3 3 1 . 9 3 41 3 7 .  80 4

T o t a l  I n c o m e $ 1 , 5 8 3 . 1 8 $198 $ 1 , 3 7 3 . 3 5 $ 1 5 3

E x p e n d i t u r e s

H a l l  R en t $ 2 0 8 . 6 0 $ 26 $ 3 0 0 .  00 $ 33
N e w s l e t t e r 3 5 7 . 6 4 45 4 3 2 . 7 1 48
P r o g r a m 4 0 6 . 7 0 51 2 7 6 . 2 4 31
P u b l i c i t y 1 4 0 . 2 9 18 2 2 2 . 8 3 24

S u p p l i e s 12.  35 2 6 1 .  40 7
O t h e r 6 2 .  04 8 9 1 .  96 10

T ot a l  E x p e n d i t u r e s $ 1 , 1 8 7 . 6 6 $149 $ 1 , 3 8 5 . 5 4 $ 154

B a l a n c e B a l a n c e  F o r w a r d $ 3 9 5 . 5 2
I n c o m e 1, 3 7 3 .  35

I n c o m e $ 1 , 5 8 3 . 1 8
E x p e n d  it  u  r e s 1 , 1 8 7 . 6 6 T o t a l  I n c o m e 1 , 7 6 8 . 8 7

E x p e n d i t u r e s 1 , 3 8 5 . 5 4
B a l a n c  e $ 3 9 5 . 5 2

B a l a n c e $ 3 8 3 . 3 3

A s  o f  2 / 2 8 / 6 6
B a n k  A c c o u n t  - F i r s t  N a t i on a l  B a n k  o f  M a r y l a n d ,  K e n s i n g t on  B r a n c h $ 3 4 0 . 1 5
P e t t y  C a s h 4 3 . 1 8

T ot a l $ 3 8 3 . 3 3

N ot e  N e i t h e r  F Y 6 5  n o r  F Y 6 6  r e p r e s e n t s  a  fu l l  y e a r  o f  o p e r a t i o n .  M on t h l y
a v e r a g e s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  t o p e r m i t  s o m e ,  t h ou g h  i m p e r f e c t ,  c o m p a r i s o n .

S o l o m o n  S c h n e y e r ,  T r e a s u r e r



U P C O M I N G  F O L K  F E S T I V A L S  a n d  F I D D L E  C O N VE N T I O N S  w i t h i n
5 0 0  m i l e s  o f  W a s h i n g t on ,  D .  C .
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C o n n e c t i c u t '  I n d i a n  N e c k  F o l k  F e s t i v a l ,  B r a n f o r d .  A p r i l  2 9 - M a y  I ,  1 9 6 6 .
F o l k  M u s i c  W o r k s h o p  W e e k e n d ,  S h a r on ,  M a y  1 3 -1 5 ,  1966

D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i a  F o l k  F e s t i v a l  of  A l l  N a t i on s ,  R o o s e v e l t  H ig h  S c h o o l ,  M a y  13 — 14,  ' 6 6 .
8 :1 5  p . m .  e a ch  e v e n i n g .  T h e  F S G W  w i l l  p a r t i c i p a t e .

G e o r g i a - G e o r g i a  F e s t i v a l  o f  F o l k  M u s i c ,  U n i co i  S t a t e  P a r k ,  H e l e n ,  L a b o r  D a y  W e e k e n d ,  
1 9 6 6 .  S p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e  At l a n t a  F o l k  M u s i c  S o c i e t y .

K e n t u c k y  A m e r i c a n  F o l k  S on g  F e s t i v a l ,  A s h l a n d ,  d i r e c t e d  b y  J e a n  T h o m a s .  S e con d  
w e e k e n d  in  J u n e .

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  C o u n t r y  D a n c e  S o c i e t y  of  A m e r i c a  F o l k  M u s i c  W e e k ,  P i n e w o o d s  C a m p ,  
A u g u s t  2 1 - 2 8 ,  1 9 6 6 .

N e w  Y o r k .  N e w  Y o r k  F o l k  F e s t i v a l ,  C a r n e g i e  H a l l ,  a n n ou n ce d  f o r  J u n e  2 2 - 2 6 ,  1 9 6 6 .
B e e r s  F a m i l y  F o l k  F e s t i v a l ,  P e t e r s b u r g h ,  A u g u s t  1 8 - 2 1 ,  1 9 6 6 .

N or t h  C a r o l i n a  M ou n t a i n  D a n c e  a n d  F o l k  F e s t i v a l ,  A s h e v i l l e ,  f i r s t  w e e k e n d  in  A u g u s t .
D i r e c t e d  b y  B a s c o m  L a m a r  L u n s f o r d .

S ou t h e r n  H i g h l a n d s  C r a f t s m e n ' s  F a i r ,  C i t y  Au d i t o r i u r r u As h e v i l l e ,
J u l y  1 8 - 2 3 ,  1 9 6 6 .

N or t h  C a r o l i n a  S t a t e  F i d d l i n g  C h a m p i o n s h i p ,  C l e v e l a n d ,  N ov .  19 ,  1 9 6 6 .  
O l d  T i m e  F i d d l e r s  C on v e n t i on ,  E l k i n ,  J u l y  2 ,  1 9 6 6 .
S t a t e  F a i r  a n d  F o l k  F e s t i v a l ,  R a l e i g h .  L a s t  y e a r ' s  w a s  A u g .  1 1 - 1 6 , ' 6 5 .

O h i o  O h i o H i l l  F o l k  F e s t i v a l ,  Q u a k e r  C i t y .  L a s t  y e a r ' s  w a s  J u l y  1 4 - 1 7 ,  1 9 6 5 .

O n t a r i o ,  C a n a d a  M a r i p o s a  F o l k  F e s t i v a l ,  I n n i s  L a k e ,  O r i l l i a .  L a s t  y e a r ' s  w a s  A u g .  6 - 8 .
S h e l b u r n e  F i d d l i n g  C o n t e s t .  L a s t  y e a r ' s  w a s  A u g u s t  6 - 7 ,  1 9 6 5 .

P e n n s y l v a n i a  P e n n s y l v a n i a  D u t ch  F e s t i v a l ,  K u t z t ow n ,  f i r s t  w e e k  in  J u l y .
L e n a p e  F i d d l e r s  P i c n i c ,  A u g u s t  6 ,  1 9 6 6 .
S u n s e t  P a r k  F i d d l e r s  P i c n i c ,  b e t w e e n  O x f o r d  a n d  W e s t  G r o v e ,  S e p t .  5 ,  ' 6 6 .  
P h i l a d e l p h i a  F o l k  F e s t i v a l ,  P a o l i .  S e p t e m b e r  9 - 1 1 ,  196 6 .
P i t t s b u r g h  F o l k  F e s t i v a l .  L a s t  y e a r ' s  w a s  M a y  1 4 - l b ,  1 9 6 5 .
S t e w a r t s t o w n  F i d d l e r s  C on v e n t i on .  L a s t  y e a r ' s  w a s  A u g u s t  2 4 ,  1 9 6 5 .

R h od e  I s l a n d  N e w p o r t  J a z z  F e s t i v a l ,  J u l y  1 - 4 ,  1 9 6 6 .
N e w p o r t  F o l k  F e s t i v a l ,  J u l y  2 1 - 2 4 ,  1 9 6 6 .

S ou t h  C a r o l i n a  S e a  I s l a n d  F o l k  F e s t i v a l ,  J oh n s  I s l a n d .  L a s t  y e a r ' s  w a s  D e c .  2 3 ,  1 9 6 5 .

V i r g i n i a : V i r g i n i a  H i g h l a n d s  A r t s  a n d  C r a f t s  F a i r ,  A b i n g d o n ,  J u l y  2 3 - A u g u s t  14 ,  1 9 6 6 .  
V i r g i n i a  F o l k  M u s i c  F e s t i v a l ,  C r e w e .  S o m e t i m e  in  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 6 6 .
An n u a l  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  D og  M a r t ,  O c t o b e r  1, 1 9 6 6 .  I n c l u d e s  O ld  F i d d l e r s  

C o n t e s t .
G a l a x  O l d  F i d d l e r ' s  C on v e n t i o n ,  A u g u s t  1 2 - 1 3 ,  1 9 6 6 .
O l d  T i m e  F i d d l e r ' s  C on v e n t i on ,  P u l a s k i .  L a s t  y e a r ' s  w a s  A u g .  6 - 7 ,  1 9 6 5 .  
N a t i on a l  C h a m p i o n s h i p  C o u n t r y  M u s i c  C on t e s t ,  L a k e  W h i p p o o r w i l l ,  n e a r  

W a r r e n t o n .  A r o u n d  f i r s t  w e e k  in  Au g u s t .
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Virginia (Cont. )• First Annual International Bluegrass and Folk Festival, July 10th,
featuring Flatt and Scruggs, Bill Monroe, Jim and Jesse, The 
Osborne Brothers, Mac Wiseman and Jimmie Martin. Lake 
Whippoorwill, Warrenton, Va.

West Virginia West Virginia State Folk Festival, Glenville June 16-19, 1966

(ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS TO THIS LIST ARE WELCOME)

iCK xTHE K N' MULE . .

Woodrow Wilson Guthrie born July 14, 1912 in Okemah, Oklahoma--between 
1932 and 1952 traveled everywhere, did everything, wrote a thousand songs, had 
three wives and seven children (two children dead), and became an inspiration for 
more aspiring singers and/or poets than you could shake a stick at. Twenty-six of 
the songs that he wrote were for the Bonneville Power Administration and on April 6, 
1966 he was awarded the Department of the Interior's Conservation Service Award by 
Secretary Stewart L. Udall. Woody has been hospitalized since 1955 with Huntington's 
Chorea, a critical nervous affliction and the award was made to his second wife, 
Marjorie, and their three children. Long overdue recognition to the man who is 
the greatest folk-poet this country has known.

A few more folk sayings. . .Grinin' like a jackass eating briars - Enough is 
enough and too much is a dog's bait - He wouldn't know me from a sack of salt - 
He's got more money than Carter's got oats - He wouldn't do it if it hair-lipped Judy - 
Deader than a door nail - Too much sugar for a nickel. All of these are from 
Panthersville, Georgia.

Folk beliefs. . .When I was a kid I would occasionally see a mule wallowing in the 
pasture and it was always said that if he (or she) managed to turn completely over 
while wallowing that he was worth a hundred dollars. If you see a hog with a stick 
in its mouth, it's going to rain. A halo around the moon is a very bad sign--usually 
portends a death. If an owl flies onto your back porch and hoots, there will be a 
death in the family.

Chuck Perdue
I  _____________

MORE NEWS ABOUT THE "FOLK GET-AWAY"

Preliminary planning is continuing for the "Folk Get-Away" (camping week-end for 
members of the Society) to be held at the Prince William Forest Park in Triangle, Va. 
The outing is being planned for September 16-18, however all plans are necessarily 
tentative at this point pending receipt of a camping permit from the National Park Service.

This brings up an initial problem, we are required to make application for our 
cabin camping area by no later than June 1st, and the Park Service will make a decision 
on the application by June 15th. The applications are judged not on a first come - first
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s e r v e d  b a s i s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  on  t h e  b a s i s  o f  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  m a x i m u m  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a  
s a t i s f y i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  t o a  m a x i m u m  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e .  T h i s  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  n u m b e r  
o f  m e m b e r s  e x p e c t i n g  t o t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  ou t i n g  a n d  w h o  s i g n  u p  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  b y  J u n e  1 s t ,  w i l l  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  o r  n ot  w e  w i l l  o b t a i n  a  c a m p i n g  
p e r m i t .  S o d o n ' t  w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  m i n u t e  t h i n k i n g  y o u  h a v e  a l l  s u m m e r  t o m a k e  u p  
y o u r  m i n d  a b o u t  g o i n g ,  i t  i s  c r i t i c a l  t o  u s  n o w  t o  k n o w  y o u r  i n t e n t i o n s  A l l  t h a t  i s  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  m a k e  a  r e s e r v a t i o n  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i s  t o  c a l l  N a n  
P e r d u e ,  2 7 3 - 0 7 6 2 .

O b v i o u s l y ,  t h e r e  c a n  b e  n o d e f i n i t e  p l a n s  u n t i l  a f t e r  J u n e  1 5 t h ,  h o w e v e r ,  a  p o s s i b l e  
p r o g r a m  h a s  b e e n  p r o p o s e d  i n c l u d i n g  a  s q u a r e  d a n c e ,  c a m p f i r e  s i n g s ,  a  s m a l l  c o n c e r t ,  
a  p u p p e t  s h o w  f o r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  a d u l t s ,  w o r k s h o p s  a n d  p o s s i b l e  c r a f t  
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  h i k i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  s w i m m i n g ,  a n d  a  N a t u r e  M u s e u m  
a v a i l a b l e .

N O M I N E E S  F O E  O F F I C E  I N  T H E  F S G W ,  1 9 6 6 - 6 7

P r e s i d e n t - - S O L  S C H N E Y E R  ( c h o s e n  b y  n o m i n a t i n g  c o m m i t t e e ,  ' 6 4 - 6 5  T r e a s u r e r )
C H U C K  P E R D U E  ( ' 6 4  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  a n d  ' 6 5  p r e s i d e n t )

V i c e  P r e s i d e n t - -  J O E  H I C K E P S O N  ( c h o s e n  b y  n o m i n a t i n g  c o m m i t t e e ,  ' 6 4  —'65 P r o g r a m  Ch m n ).
G U T H R I E  M E A D E  ( p r e s e n t e d  F S G W  p r o g r a m  on  c o m m e r c i a l  " r a c e "  
a n d  h i l l b i l l y  m u s i c  o f  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  i n  N o v  ' 6 5 )

S e c r e t a r y - - A N D Y  W A L L A C E  ( c h o s e n  b y  n o m i n a t i n g  c o m m i t t e e )
C A R O L  D A V I S  
J O  P E T E R S O N

T r e a s u r e r - - B O B  S I L V E R M A N  ( c h o s e n  b y  n o m i n a t i n g ,  ' 6 4 -  ' 6 5  A r c h i v i s t )
J O E  H I C K E R S O N  ( s e e  a b o v e )

P r o g r a m  C h a i r m a n - - C H U C K  P E R D U E  ( c h o s e n  b y  n o m i n a t i n g  c o m m i t t e e - - s e e  a b o v e )
A N D Y  W A L L A C E
M I K E  R I V E R S  ( w o r k e d  on  l a s t  y e a r ' s  p i c n i c )
G U T H R I E  M E A D E  ( s e e  a b o v e )

S p e c i a l  E v e n t s  C h a i r m a n - - M I K E  R I V E R S  ( c h o s e n  b y  n o m i n a t i n g  c o m m i t t e e )
J O H N  D I L D I N E  ( ' 6 4  p r e s i d e n t ,  ' 6 5  P u b l i c i t y  C h a i r m a n )

P u b l i c a t i o n s  C h a i r m a n - - L I N D A  B R E N N A N  ( c h o s e n  b y  n o m i n a t i n g  c o m m i t t e e  ' 6 5  P u b  Ch mn .)
G E R R Y  P A R S O N S  ( ' 6 4  P u b l i c i t y  a p p o i n t e e )

P u b l i c i t y - - n o  c a n d i d a t e  c h o s e n  b y  n o m i n a t i n g  c o m m i t t e e  
C A R O L  D A V I S
J I M  L E E  ( ' 6 4  M e m b e r s h i p  C h a i r m a n )
R I C H A R D  R O D G E R S  ( p u b l i s h e r  o i  t h e  m o n t h l y ,  F o l k  S t r u m s )

M e m b e r s h i p  C h a i r m a n - - J U N E  S I L V E R M A N  ( c h o s e n  b y  n o m i n a t i n g  c o m m i t t e e ,  1 6 4  — ' 65  Secy.)
G E O R G E  S I M P S O N  ('  6 4 - '  65  S p e c i a l  E v e n t s  C h a i r m a n )
J O H N  D I L D I N E  ( s e e  a b o v e )
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In  1 9 6 4 ,  E d  M o r r i s  (F S G W  V i c e  P r e s ,  -  !6 5 ) i n t e r v i e w e d  S k ip  J a m e s ,  r e - d i s c o v e r e d  
M i s s i s s i p p i  D e l t a  b l u e s m a n .  T h e  i n t e r v i e w  w a s  t a p e d ,  a n d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  o f  t h e  r e c o r d i n g  
f o l l o w s  h e r e ,  in  p a r t ,

S K I P  J AM E S  I w a s  b o r n  in  a  l i t t l e  t o w n  c a l l e d  B e n t o n i a ,  M i s s i s s i p p i  i n  Ya z o o  C o u n t y  
o n  W o o d b i n e  p l a n t a t i o n - - b o r n  1 9 0 2 - - J u n e  9 t h .  An d  I l i v e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  I  w a s  a b o u t  8 o r  9 
y e a r s  o f  a g e .  I  l e f t  t h e r e  a n d  c a m e  t o  u p  i n  t h e  D e l t a  p a r t - - s t a y e d  t h e r e  a  f e w  y e a r s  a n d  
w e n t  t o  s c h o o l  t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  w h e n  I b e g a n  t o  g e t  a  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  in  m u s i c .  An d  I  k e p t  
w o r r y i n '  m y  m o t h e r  a l l  t h e  t i m e  f o r  a  g u i t a r ,  w h e n  I  w a s  a  k id  g o i n '  t o  s c h o o l .

I  w a s  a l w a y s  c r a z y  a b o u t  m u s i c ,  a n d  I r e m e m b e r  I u s e d  t o  g o  t o  a  s p r i n g  t o t in '  w a t e r  
a n d  I ' d  c a r r y  a  b u c k e t .  I  u s e d  t o  r a p  o n  t h a t  b u c k e t  f o r  m u s i c .  An d  f r o m  t h a t  d a y  on  I 
k e p t  o n  u n t i l  s h e  d e c i d e d  t o  g e t  m e  a n  o l d  c h e a p  g u i t a r .  I  w a s  a b o u t  9 o r  10 t h e n .

T h e n  I l e f t  t h e r e  a n d  w e n t  t o  L e o n a ,  A r k a n s a s .  I w a s  a b o u t  16 o r  17 t h e n ,  a n d  s t a r t e d  
w o r k i n '  in  a  b i g  s a w  m i l l  t h e r e .  I w a s n ' t  t r y i n '  t o  p l a y  a n y  g u i t a r  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  S o  a  f e l l a  
t h e r e  b y  t h e  n a m e  o f  W i l l  C r a b t r e e - - h e ' s  a  m i g h t y  n i c e  p i a n o  p l a y e r - - h e  p l a y e d - - a n d  t h a t ' s  
w h a t  h e  d i d  f o r  a  l i v i n ' - - d i d n ' t  d o  n o t h in '  b u t  t h a t - - h e  g o t  a  l i t t l e  d e v o t e d  t o  m e  f o r  s o m e  
r e a s o n ,  a n d  I  g o t  a  l i t t l e  o f  h i s  v e r s i o n  on  t h e  p ia n o .  H e  w o u l d  p l a y  f o r  p a r t i e s ,  a n d  w h e n  
h e  g o t  u p  t o  t a k e  h i s  r e s t  p e r i o d s ,  h e ' d  w a l k  a r o u n d  a n d  m a y b e  t a k e  h i m  a  d r i n k  o r  s h o o t  
a  c r a p  o r  t w o ,  a n d  r e s t  a  l i t t l e  w h i l e .  An d  t h e n  h e  l e t  m e  o n  t h e  s t o o l .  I ' d  g e t  u p  t h e r e  
a n d  p l a y  w h a t  I  c o u l d  u n t i l  h e  c a m e  b a c k .  W e l l ,  i t  g o t  s o  t h e n  t h a t  I c o u l d  k in d  o f  e n t e r t a i n  
p r e t t y  g o o d ,  a n d  s o  h e  g o t  s o  t h a t  h e ' d  g o  o u t s i d e  s o m e t i m e s  a n d  s t a y  f o r  10 o r  15 m i n u t e s .  
An d  I ' d  s t i l l  c a r r y  o n  t h e  m u s i c  f o r  h i m .

An d  a f t e r  I l e f t  t h e r e ,  I w e n t  b a c k  t o  M i s s i s s i p p i  t o  B e n t o n i a ,  a n d  I b e g a n  t h e n  t o  
k in d a  g e t  a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y  f r o l i c s  p l a y i n '  t h e  g u i t a r  a n d  m a d e  a  l i t t l e  b i t .  T h e n  I  w e n t  
t o  J a c k s o n ,  M i s s ,  a n d  s t a r t e d  t o  p l a y  f o r  p a r t i e s .  An d  I  p l a y e d  a r o u n d  J a c k s o n  a n d  V i c k s ­
b u r g ,  d i f f e r e n t  c i t i e s ,  f o r  q u i t e  a w h i l e  a n d  t h a t ' s  t h e  w a y  I  c o m m e n c e d  on  p l a y i n '  t h e  p i a n o .

T h e n  t h i s  m a n  t h a t  r a n  t h e  m u s i c  s t o r e  a t  J a c k s o n - - M r .  H .  C .  S p e a r s - - h e  h e a r d  o f 
m e  p l a y i n '  p r e t t y  g o o d  a n d  h e  s e n t  f o r  m e .  I w e n t  a n d  r e s p o n d e d  t o  h i s  r e q u e s t ,  a n d  s o  
h e  a s k e d  m e  t o  p l a y  a  p i e c e  o r  t w o  f o r  h i m .  I  p l a y e d  a  p i e c e .  An d  h e  s a i d - - w e l l ,  h e  w a s  
g o n n a  h a v e  a  c o n t e s t  t o m o r r o w .  " W e  h a v e  l o t s  o f  m u s i c i a n s  h e r e ,  a n d  w e  w a n t  t o  t r y  t o  
g e t  s o m e  r e c o r d s  m a d e ,  a n d  h o w  a b o u t  s i g n i n '  a  c o n t r a c t  t o  r e c o r d  t h a t  s o n g .  " H e  s a i d  
" H a v e  y o u  r e c o r d e d  a n y ? "  I  s a i d  " N o ,  I h a v e n ' t  r e c o r d e d  a n y  y e t . "  I  s a y  I  d i d n ' t  t h in k  I 
w a s  e v e n  e l i g i b l e  o r  q u a l i f i e d  e n o u g h .  H e  s a i d  "O h ,  I  t h in k  s o . "  H e  s a i d  " C o m e  a r o u n d  
h e r e  t o m o r r o w  a n d  y o u ' l l  g o  t h r o u g h  e x a m i n a t i o n .  " S o  I  w e n t .

Q u i t e  a  f e w  w e r e  t h e r e ,  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  p i e c e  I  p l a y e d ,  h e  s t o p p e d  m e .  H e  s a i d  " I  
t h in k  y o u  m a d e  a  p r e t t y  g o o d  h i t ,  S k i p .  " H e  s a i d  "H o w  a b o u t  s i g n i n '  a  c o n t r a c t  t o  m a k e  
r e c o r d s  f o r  t w o  y e a r s  ? "  I t o l d  h i m  I  w o u l d .  S o  I  w a s  t h e  o n l y  o n e  p a s s e d  o u t  o f  a l l  t h o s e  
p e o p l e  t h a t  w a s  g o i n '  t h r o u g h  t h a t  t e s t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .

An d  s o  t h a t ' s  w h y  I g o t  in t o  t h e  r e c o r d  b u s i n e s s  i n  J a c k s o n ,  M i s s ,  t h r o u g h  H .  C .  
S p e a r s .  An d  h e  s e n t  m e  t o  W i s c o n s i n ,  a n d  I  r e c o r d e d  t h e r e  f o r  h i m ,  a n d  I  t h in k  I  g o t  
a b o u t  o n e  o r  t w o  r e l e a s e s  f r o m  t h o s e  r e c o r d s  a n d  t h e  c o m p a n y  wTe n t  ou t  o f  b u s i n e s s .  I 
j u s t  g i v e  u p  m u s i c  t h e n - - I  j u s t  g o t  s o  c a s e h a r d e n e d  a n d  d i s c o u r a g e d ,  a n d  I  j u s t  q u i t  p l a y i n '  
a l l  t o g e t h e r .

Q u i t e  a w h i l e  a n d  I c a m e  b a c k  t h e n  t o  M i s s i s s i p p i - - s t a y e d  a  l i t t l e  w h i l e  a n d  w e n t  in t o  
t h e  m i n i s t r y .  An d  t h e n  I  l e f t  t h a t  p l a c e  a n d  w e n t  t o  D a l l a s ,  T e x a s  a n d  o r g a n i z e d  m e  a  
q u a r t e t - - a s  a  t r a v e l i n g  g r o u p ,  a n d  w e  t o u r e d  s e v e r a l  s t a t e s .  An d  I  w o u l d  s i n g  a n d  t h e n  
p l a y  m u s i c  s o m e t i m e s .  S o m e t i m e s  I  w o u l d  s a y  a  s e r m o n e t t e ,  a n d  s o  fo r t h  a n d  s o  on .

M y  f a t h e r - - h e  w a s  in  t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  a n d  h e  w a s  o n e  o f  w h a t  y o u  c a l l  o n e  o f  t h o s e  b ig  
D D ' s - - D o c t o r  o f  D i v i n i t y .  An d  h e  h a s  p a s t o r e d  in  m a n y  s t a t e s  in  t h e  U n i o n .  An d  t h e  l a s t  
s t a t e  h e  p a s t o r e d  in  w a s  B i r m i n g h a m .  An d  h e  p a s t o r e d  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  c h u r c h e s  i n  t h e  
c i t y .  T h a t  w a s  M t .  C a r m e l .  I  r e c k o n  t h e r e  w a s  n e a r l y  2 ,  0 0 0  m e m b e r s  in  t h a t  c h u r c h  
b e f o r e  h e  w a s  s u p e r a n n u a t e d .  H e  w a s  s u p e r a n n u a t e d  a b o u t  t w o  o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  h e  
d i e d - - j u s t  a  f e w  y e a r s  a g o .  An d  h e  h a d  b e e n  p a s t o r i n g  e v e r  s i n c e  I k n e w  h i m ,  a n d  t h a t ' s



b e e n  a  m a n y  y e a r .  An d  I i m a g i n e  h e ' s  b e e n  a  p a s t o r  fo r  a b ou t  70 od d  y e a r s ,  b e c a u s e  I 
a m  62 .

E v e n t u a l ly  t h e n ,  I w e n t  b a c k  t o  M i s s i s s i p p i - - s t a y e d  a  l i t t l e  w h i l e  a ga in .  Af t e r  t h a t ,
I w e n t  t o  B i r m i n g h a m - - s t a r t e d  t o  w o r k in '  t h e r e  t h e n  a t  t h e  o r e  m in e  a n d  s t i l l  I h a d  qu it  
p la y in '  g u i t a r  a n d  m u s i c  a l l  t o g e t h e r .

Th e n  I m e t  m y  w i fe  M a b e l  t h e r e .  An d  a f t e r  s h e  a n d  I go t  t o g e t h e r ,  I p l a y e d  a  l i t t l e  
w h i l e  a f t e r  t h a t .  An d  t h e n  a f t e r  s h e  a n d  I l e ft  B i r m i n g h a m  a n d  c o m e  t o M i s s i s s i p p i ,  I qu it  
p la y in '  a ga in .  D id n ' t  p l a y  a n y  m o r e  t h e n  u n t i l  I  w a s  r e c e n t l y  fou n d  t h e r e  l a s t  y e a r .  I 
h a d n ' t  p l a y e d  a n y  t h e n  in  a b ou t  s ix  o r  s e ve n  y e a r s - - u p  u n t i l  l a s t  s p r in g ,  a n d  f r o m  t h en  
u p  u n t i l  n o w I ' v e  b e e n  b a c k  on  t h e  j o b  a ga in .

(T O  B E  C O N T IN U E D - - s p a c e  p e r m i t i n g - N E X T  M O N T H )

TO  J O IN t h e  F S G W ,  f i l l  ou t  t h e  f o r m  b e lo w .  C h e c k s  s h ou ld  b e  m a d e  ou t  t o  
F o l k l o r e  S o c i e t y  o f G r e a t e r  Wa s h in g t o n  
P .  O.  B o x  1 9 1 7 4 ,  2 0 t h  S t r e e t  S t a t ion  
Wa s h in g t o n ,  D.  C .  2 0 0 3 6

N a m e  
Ad d r  es  s

P h o n e

C i r c l e  o n e  fa m i l y  $ 7 . 5 0  s in g l e  $ 5 . 0 0  m a i l i n g  l i s t  o n ly

F o l k l o r e  S o c i e t y  o f G r e a t e r  Wa s h in g t o n  
P .  O.  B o x  1 9 1 7 4  - 2 0 t h  S t r e e t  S t a t ion  
Wa s h in g t o n ,  D C .  2 0 0 3 6

R E T U R N  R E Q U E S T E D

J O N A T H A N  t a f c * H A S . r  
• 7 1 5  I 9 1 H ST N W 
A PT  4
W A S H I N G T O N ,  0 C 2 0 0 0 9

1 m / 6 «;

u s  p n s T A f j  

£ 0 !  :
M E T E R

3 4 1 6 0 6  L.

C h e c k  h e r e  i f  yo u  w i s h  £0 m a k e  a
d on a t ion .
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