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I RI SH FOLKSI NGER JOE HEANEY I N OCTOBER CONCERT

Joe Heaney f r om Connemar a,  I r el and,  wi l l  si ng I r i sh t r adi t i onal  songs i n 
Engl i sh and Gael i c i n concer t  at  t he Soci et y ’ s Oct ober  pr ogr am.

1
Wi t h a r eper t or y of  over  300 Gael i c songs,  Heaney i n 1959 won f i r st  pr i ze 

f or  t r adi t i onal  Gael i c song at  t he " Al l  I r el and Fest i val "  i n Thur l es,  I r el and.
He was bor n i n Car na Par i sh,  Count y Gal way,  i n t he west er nmost  r egi ons of  t he 
I r i sh mai nl and,  an ent i r el y Gael i c speaki ng ar ea,  whose peopl e l i ve by f i shi ng 
and f ar mi ng,  and,  t hough l ear ni ng Engl i sh i n t he vi l l age school  t her e,  he never  
used i t  much t i l l  he l ef t  Car na f or  good.

Most  of  hi s songs,  whi ch he si ngs unaccompani ed,  he l ear ned f r om hi s f at her ,  
who di ed when he was young.  He hi msel f  di d not  si ng unt i l  he was ni net een when 
he ent er ed a f ei s ceoi l , won,  and went  on t o wi n t he f i r st  pr i ze at  t he Oi r eacht as 
( Nat i onal  Musi c Fest i val )  i n Dubl i n.  He appear ed at  t he Oi r eacht as f r om 1946 
unt i l  he moved t o New Yor k ci t y,  wher e he now l i ves wor ki ng as a bui l di ng l abor er .

Heaney appear ed her e i n Jul y on an eveni ng concer t  pr ogr am wi t h ot her  Br i t i sh 
I sl es si nger s at  t he Smi t hsoni an I nst i t ut i on’ s Fest i val  of  Amer i can Fol kl i f e.  He 
al so has appear ed at  t he Newpor t  and Phi l adel phi a f ol k f est i val s.  He has r ecor ded 
t wo LP’ s on Engl i sh l abel s — a t wel ve- i nch Topi c and a seven- i nch Col l ect or .

Si nce l eavi ng Car na,  he has l ear ned many ot her  songs,  but ,  t o quot e A. L.  Ll oyd 
i n hi s not es t o t he Topi c r ecor d quot i ng t he si nger  he "  never  got  a song out  of  
a book;  i t  was al l  pi cked up on my way al ong. "  Hi s songs ar e of  " l ong- l i ned,  
or nament ed,  gr ave composi t i on, "  agai n t o quot e Ll oyd.  They ar e wel l  wedded t o 
t he r i gor ous l i vi ng of  t he ar ea,  t he spi r i t  of  whi ch has been capt ur ed i n wr i t i ng 
by John Mi l l i ngt on Synge,  and on f i l m by Rober t  F.  Fl aher t y i n hi s " Man of  Ar an. "

The concer t  begi ns at  8: 30 p. m. ,  Fr i day,  Oct ober  11,  i n t he Washi ngt on Et hi cal  
Soci et y audi t or i um,  7750 -  16t h St r eet  NW. , Washi ngt on,  D. C.  Admi ssi on i s one 
dol l ar  f or  t he gener al  publ i c.  Soci et y member s wi l l  be admi t t ed f r ee of  char ge.  
Soci et y member shi ps may be obt ai ned at  t he door .  Ther e i s pl ent y of  f r ee par ki ng.

Of  t he Connacht  di st r i ct ,  whi ch i ncl udes Connemar a,  t he song " The Wes t ’ s 
Asl eep"  says : " And l ong a br ave and haught y r ace honor ed and sent i nel l ed t he
pl ace. "  Joe Heaney and hi s songs ar e of  t hat  r ace and of  t hat  pl ace. _________________
Fol kl or e Soci et y of  Gr eat er  Washi ngt on MEMBERSHI P FORM
P. O,  Box 19303 -  20t h St r eet  St at i on - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Washi ngt on,  D. C.  20036
Encl osed f i nd my check or  money or der  i n t he amount  of  ( $5. 00 year l y i ndi vi dual  
member shi p)  or  ( $7. 50 year l y f ami l y member shi p) .
Name _________________________________    Tel ephone__________

Addr ess         zi P - - - - - - - - - -



COLLECTANEA. , ,

The Soc i et y ’ s f i r st  Open Si ng of  t he season wi l l  be hel d at  8: 00 p. m. ,  Sat ur day,
Oct ober  25,  at  Uni on Met hodi s t  Chur ch,  814 -  20t h St r eet  NW. , Washi ngt on,  D. C.
Admi ss i on wi l l  be f r ee.  The gener al  publ i c i s wel come,  especi al l y t hose who woul d 
l i ke t o per f or m.

Sacr ed Har p Si ng and Pot l uck Supper , 4: 00 p. m. ,  Sunday,  Oct ober  20,  at  t he home of  
Dar i us Thi eme i n upper  nor t hwest  Washi ngt on,  D. C.  Those i nt er est ed cal l  t he Thi eme' s 
at  362- 7536.

Dan Smi t h,  Negr o har pi st  and si nger  f r om Al abama v i a Whi t e Pl ai ns,  New Yor k , 8: 30 p. m. ' ,  
Fr i day,  November  8,  Washi ngt on Et hi cal  Soci et y audi t or i um,  7750 -  16t h St r eet  NW. , 
Washi ngt on,  D. C.  Member s f r ee,  ot her s one dol l ar .

At  l ast  t he secr et  i s ou t : The NEWSLETTER Suppl ement  i s a t hi r dl y,  pl anned t o appear
i n Febr uar y,  June and Oct ober .  The Oct ober  i ssue,  cont ai ni ng an ar t i cl e by Est her  
K . Bi r dsal l  of  t he Uni ver s i t y  of  Mar y l and on f ol kl or e mat er i al s i n Mar y l and: A Gui de
t o t he Ol d Li ne St at e, whi ch gui de r esul t ed f r om col l ect i ng done i n t he 1930’ s under  
t he WPA Feder al  Wr i t er s ’ Pr oj ect ,  wi l l  be sent  f r ee t o Soci et y member s.  The Oct ober  
Suppl ement  al so i ncl udes r evi ews of  a number  of  t hi s summer ' s f est i val s,  book and 
r ecor d r evi ews,  and t he l i ke.

Deadl i ne f or  t he NEWSLETTER i s t he 18t h of  t he mont h pr ecedi ng t he mont h of  publ i cat i on.  
I f  you have i t ems whi ch may be of  i nt er est ,  cont act  t he edi t or  at  ( 301)  530- 0973.

" Rai l r oad Songs and Bal l ads, "  ( L 61) ,  a sel ect i on f r om f i el d r ecor di ngs made by 
t he Li br ar y of  Congr ess f r om t he 1930' s on,  wi t h t hor ough not es by Ar chi e Gr een,  
may be obt ai ned by sendi ng $4. 95 t o t he Recor di ng Labor at or y,  Musi c  Di vi si on,  Li br ar y 
of  Congr ess,  Washi ngt on,  D. C.  20540.  Checks shoul d be made payabl e t o " Musi c Di vi si on,  
Li br ar y  of  Congr ess. "  The r ecor d i s a 33 1/ 3 LP wi t h ver y f ul l  si des.

WAMU- FM pr esent s John R.  Di l di ne wi t h f ol k musi c at  9: 00 p. m.  Fr i days and Ri char d K.  
Spot t swood wi t h bl uegr ass musi c  at  10: 00 p. m.  Wednesdays on l ocal  r adi o.
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