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DAVI D BROMBERG
Our  mont hl y pr ogr am wi l l  be hel d Fr i day,  December  10,  at  8: 30 p. m.  i n t he Smi t hson­

i an I nst i t ut i on Museum of  Hi st or y and Technol ogy bet ween 12t h and 14t h St s.  on Const i t u­
t i on Ave. ,  NW.  Cosponsor ed by FSGW and t he Di vi si on of  Per f or mi ng Ar t s,  Smi t hsoni an 
I nst i t ut i on,  t he pr ogr am i s Fr ee t o FSGW member s,  as usual ,  and $1. 00 f or  non- member s.

Davi d Br omber g began l ear ni ng about  musi c a dozen or  so year s ago,  l i st eni ng t o 
Weaver s r ecor ds and st udyi ng Pet e Seeger ' s book on how t o pl ay gui t ar .  I n t he year s 
f ol l owi ng,  he has devel oped i nt o one of  t he most  br i l l i ant  i nst r ument al i st s and t al ent ed 
songwr i t er s on t he " t r adi t i ona1- st yl e"  f ol k scene t oday.

He f i r st  became known t o t he f ol k wor l d i n 1968 when he was t our i ng as accompani st  
f or  Jer r y Jef f  Wal ker .  Hi s f l ashy,  t hough al ways t ast ef ul  gui t ar  pl ayi ng became known 
t o t hose who car ed,  and " Have you hear d ' Bul l f r og Bl ues' ?"  ci r cul at ed t hr ough t he f ol ky 
camps.  I n t he f ol l owi ng year s,  he has accompani ed ei t her  f or mal l y,  i nf or mal l y,  or  on 
r ecor di ngs many of  t he maj or  per f or mer s on t he moder n f ol k ci r cui t ,  i ncl udi ng Rosal i e 
Sor r el s,  John Har t f or d,  and Tom Rush.  At  t he 1969 Phi l adel phi a Fol k Fest i val  i t  seemed 
t hat  near l y ever y per f or mer  was backed up on gui t ar  by Davi d Br omber g.  Hi s gui t ar  pl ay­
i ng i s r oot ed i n count r y and bl uegr ass st yl es wi t h a l ot  of  si ngl e- st r i ng j azz r i f f s 
t hr own i n.  Add a pi nch of  ear l y R 8 B,  st r gt cha l ot  of  st r i ngs,  combi ne wi t h a l ar ge 
amount  of  good t ast e,  and t her e you have i t .

Davi d gr ew up,  musi cal l y,  i n t he l at e ' 50' s and ear l y ' 60' s,  bei ng exposed t o t he 
musi c of  Pet e Seeger ,  Bi l l  Monr oe,  and t he Coast er s,  and he dr aws on el ement s of  t hei r  
st yl es bot h i n t he t r adi t i onal  songs he si ngs and i n t he songs he wr i t es.  He has come 
i nt o hi s own as a wr i t er  dur i ng t he past  t wo year s.  He has a knack f or  f i ndi ng j ust  t he 
r i ght  wor d t o use t o convey t he t hought  he has i n mi nd,  and he doesn' t  wast e wor ds- - you 
know j ust  what  he' s si ngi ng about  wi t hout  havi ng t o anal yze hi s songs.  Hi s humor ous 
songs ar e t r ul y f unny,  of t en sl y,  and hi s ser i ous songs come acr oss wi t h st r ong f eel i ngs 
ever y t i me.

I n addi t i on t o t he gui t ar ,  Davi d pl ays t he f i ve st r i ng banj o,  dobr o,  mandol i n,  and 
pedal  st eel  gui t ar ,  and i f  t hat ' s not  enough,  i s an accompl i shed magi ci an.  He has r e­
cor ded an al bum f or  Col umbi a.

SPECI AL FOR THI S PROGRAM ONLY

YOU MUST CALL THE SMI THSONI AN BOX OFFI CE BEFORE THE PROGRAM AND RESERVE YOUR TI CKETS I N 
ADVANCE.  THI S I S AN EXPERI MENTAL PROCEDURE.  TI CKETS WI LL BE HELD ONLY UNTI L 8: 00 P. M.  
CALL 381- 5395,  AND I NDI CATE WHETHER OR NOT YOU ARE A MEMBER OF FSGW.

'k -k 'k :k i c k 'k 'k ’k i r k 'k 'k j r k 'k 'k -k ,k 'k 1 c k 'k i r k j< -k j r k 'k ,k"k ic~k'k ‘}; 'k ‘}e'k ’k ,t :,k '& :k 'k 'k1<-k,k"k "k l c k -k 'k 'k 'k 'k 'k j f k id r j c 'k 'k -fd c k 'k 'k i c 'k 'k rk -k 'k 'k -k 'k -f f k ’k & 'k 'k ’t ck

CHRI STMAS CAROLI NG
Our  annual  t r ek t hr ough t he st r eet s of  Ol d Town Al exandr i a wi l l  be on Thur sday,

December  23.  We' l l  meet  at  7: 30 p. m.  at  Loui s Rober t ' s pi ct ur e f r ame shop,  317 Camer on
St . ,  whi ch i s a coupl e bl ocks sout h of  Washi ngt on St .  r i ght  acr oss f r om Ci t y Hal l .  We' l l  
be si ngi ng t he t r adi t i onal  Chr i st mas car ol s as wel l  as some f ol ksy t hi ngs as we go,  and 
i n gener al  spr ead some good cheer  ( pr obabl y r ecei ve some t oo i f  t he l ocal  hospi t al i t y i s
t r ue t o f or m) .  At  any r at e i t ' s l ot s of  f un.



SI NGI NG FROM THE SACRED HARP and pot  l uck supper  wi l l  be hel d Sunday,  December  19,  at  t he 
home of  Car l  Pagt er  i n Pot omac,  Md.  Why don’ t  you l ook t hr ough your  books bef or ehand t o 
see i f  you can f i nd any Chr i st masy t hi ngs t o si ng.  For  di r ect i ons and f ood i deas,  cal l  
299- 4305.

The Et hi cal  Soci et y has a Cof f ee House t he f i r st  Fr i day of  ever y mont h,  i . e. ,  Decem­
ber  3r d t hi s t i me.  I t  opens at  9 p. m. ,  admi ssi on i s $1. 00 a head,  and r ef r eshment s ar e 
f ur ni shed.  I t ’ s an i nf or mal  ar r angement ,  so br i ng your  i nst r ument s and songs and your  
desi r e t o l ear n some new ones.  The Soci et y i s l ocat ed at  7750 16t h St ; ,  NW. ,  at  Kal mi a 
Road.

The FSGW Execut i ve Boar d Meet i ng wi l l  be hel d on Tuesday,  December  7,  at  8: 00 p. m.  
i n Room 718 of  t he Dupont  Ci r cl e Bl dg.  ( That ’ s above t he Di scount  Recor d and Book Shop. )  
Come and sound of f ,  i f  you l i ke,  or  j ust  si t  and l i st en;  ei t her  way you' r e qui t e wel come 
t o at t end.

I NTERNATI ONAL FOLK DANCI NG- - Fr ee sessi ons wi l l  be hel d t hi s wi nt er  at  t he Adel phi  Fr i ends 
Meet i nghouse,  2303 Met zer ot t  Road ( 23r d Avenue and Met zer ot t  Road)  i n Pr i nce Geor ge' s 
Cou nt y,  Mar yl and.  The cl asses,  t o be conduct ed by Ver a Mae Duer ksen,  wi l l  begi n at  
8 p. m. ,  Sat ur day,  December  11,  Januar y 8,  and Febr uar y 12.  Ther e wi l l  al so be a sessi on 
at  8 p. m. ,  Monday,  December  27.

Our  apol ogi es f or  not  not i ci ng t he Cl ancy Br ot her s concer t  on November  20 i n our  
November  Newsl et t er ;  wor d di d not  r each us by pr ess t i me.  I n t he f ut ur e,  i f  FSGW member s 
not i ce a FSGW- cosponsor ed concer t  at  Li sner  Audi t or i um ( cosponsor ed wi t h St anl ey- Wi l l i ams 
Pr esent at i ons)  t hey can or der  t i cket s at  25% di scount s by sendi ng a check desi gnat i ng t he 
event  and member shi p and a sel f - addr essed,  st amped envel ope t o St anl ey- Wi l l i ams Pr esent a­
t i ons,  1715 37t h St . ,  NW. ,  Washi ngt on,  DC 20007.

FSGW JOURNAL
Vol ume t wo,  number  t wo,  of  t he Soci et y Jour nal  appear ed i n mi d- November  and by t hi s 

t i me has pr obabl y been r ead and r er ead by FSGW member s.  Al l  new member shi ps r ecei ved up 
t hr ough December  wi l l  r ecei ve a copy f r ee.  Thi s wi l l  be t he l ast  i ssue of  Vol ume t wo;  
l ook f or  Vol ume t hr ee somet i me i n t he new year .  Thi s i ssue i s edi t ed by Geor ge Si mpson 
and cont ai ns an ar t i cl e on ur ban f ol kl or e st udi es and t oo many book and r ecor d r evi ews 
t o l i st  her e.  I f  you' r e i nt er est ed i n r ecei vi ng a copy or  addi t i onal  copi es ( $1. 00 each) ,  
cal l  244- 2090 or  337- 4353.
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FSGW BY LAWS AMENDMENT
A pr oposed amendment  t o t he by l aws of  our  est eemed soci et y wi l l  be vot ed on at  t he 

Januar y 14t h pr ogr am meet i ng.  Passage r equi r es a 2/ 3 maj or i t y of  t he member s vot i ng t hat  
ni ght .  The pr oposal  i s t o change par agr aph A of  sect i on X of  t he by l aws- -

Fr om:  The f unds of  t he Soci et y shal l  be kept  i n a checki ng account  onl y t o t he
ext ent  needed f or  cur r ent  oper at i on.  Addi t i onal  f unds and al l  r eser ve 
shal l  be kept  i n i nt er est - bear i ng account s i nsur ed by t he Feder al  Deposi t  
I nsur ance Cor por at i on,  t he par t i cul ar  bank or  banks bei ng sel ect ed by t he 
Boar d.

To:  The f unds of  t he Soci et y shal l  be kept  i n a checki ng account  onl y t o t he
ext ent  needed f or  cur r ent  oper at i on.  Addi t i onal  f unds and al l  r eser ve 
shal l  be kept  i n i nt er est - bear i ng account s i nsur ed by an agency of  t he 
Feder al  Gover nment ,  t he i nst i t ut i on t o be appr oved by t he Boar d.

Now i n case t hat  sounds l i ke gobbl edygook t o you,  t he change i s essent i al l y t hat ,  i f  t he 
amendment  i s passed*  we woul d be abl e t o put  our  ext r a f unds i nt o an account  t hat  pays 
mor e i nt er est ,  such as one of f er ed by a savi ngs and l oan or  some such i nst i t ut i on.  So 
deci de i f  you' r e f ' r  i t  or  ag' i n*  i t  and come pr epar ed t o vot e.



Wi t h Yul et i de f ast  upon us,  di f f er ences of  opi ni on wi l l  once agai n ar i se concer ni ng 
t he ver ses of  our  f avor i t e Chr i st mas songs,  especi al l y " The Twel ve Days of  Chr i st mas. "  
Al l owi ng t hat  t her e i s no " cor r ect "  ver si on,  Joe Hi cker son sends al ong t he t ext  as i t  
f i r st  appear ed i n a col l ect i on of  Chr i st mas songs ( Wi l l i am Henr y Husk ’ s Songs of  t he 
Nat i v i t y : Bei ng Chr i st mas Car ol s, Anci ent  and Moder n, S ever eal  of  Whi ch Appear  f or  t he
Fi r st  Ti me i n a Col l ect i on ( London:  John Camden Hot t en,  1868,  pp.  181- 85) ) ,  wher e t he
12 gi f t s ar e i t emi zed as f ol l ows i n t he f i nal  ver se:
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The t wel f t h day of  Chr i st mas 
My t r ue l ove sent  t o me 
Twel ve l or ds a- l eapi ng,  
El even l adi es danci ng,
Ten pi per s pi pi ng,
Ni ne dr ummer s dr ummi ng,
Ei ght  mai ds a- mi l ki ng,

Sevens swans a- swi mmi ng,  
Si x geese a- l ayi ng,
Fi ve gol d r i ngs,
Four  col l ey bi r ds,
Thr ee Fr ench hens ,
Two t ur t l e- doves,  and 
A par t r i dge i n a pear - t r ee.

The l ady who was t he f avour ed r eci pi ent  of  t he gi f t s enumer at ed must  have r equi r ed no 
smal l  ext ent  >̂f  shel f  or  t abl e r oom f or  t hei r  accommodat i on,  as at  t he end of  t he Chr i st ­
mas f est i vi t i es she must  have f ound her sel f  i n possessi on of  t wel ve par t r i dges i n pear  
t r ees,  t went y- t wo t ur t l e- doves,  t hi r t y Fr ench hens,  t hi r t y- si x col l ey ( i . e.  bl ack)  bi r ds,  
f or t y gol d r i ngs,  f or t y- t wo l ayi ng geese,  f or t y- t wo swi mmi ng swans,  f or t y mi l k- mai ds,  
t hi r t y- si x dr ummer s,  t hi r t y pi per s,  t went y- t wo danci ng l adi es,  and t wel ve l eapi ng l or ds;  
i n al l  t hr ee hundr ed and si xt y- f our  ar t i cl es,  one f or  each day i n t he year  save one.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

PROGRAM MEETI NGS COMI NG UP- - Her e' s what  we have t ent at i vel y pl anned i n t he next  f ew 
mont hs.  Remember ,  our  mont hl y pr ogr ams ar e al ways t he second Fr i day of  t he mont h at  
8: 30 pm.  at  one of  t he Smi t hsoni an audi t or i ums on Const i t ut i on Ave.  Member s of  FSGW 
admi t t ed f r ee;  non- member s pay $1. 00.

Januar y 14t h- - Pam Ost er gr en- - Museum of  Hi st or y and Technol ogy- -  Wi l l  pr obabl y 
do ol d- t i me t r adi t i onal  t hi ngs.  ( By t he way,  we ar e wor k i ng on hol di ng a 
banj o semi nar  somet i me t hat  weekend whi l e Pam i s st i l l  i n t own. )

Febr uar y l l t h- - Bi l l  Wi l l i ams ( 75% def i ni t e) - - Nat ur a1 Hi st or y Museum- - Most l y  bl ues.
Mar ch 10t h- - John Wi l cox ( pr et t y near  def i ni t e) - - Nat ur a1 Hi st or y Museum- - Most l y 

moder n,  wr i t es a l ot  of  hi s own mat er i al .

By now your  f r i endl y l ocal  musi c st or e pr obabl y has i n st ock t he Or i gi nal  Bot t l e - 
neck Sl i de, a chr ome pl at ed pi ece of  st eel  t ubi ng packaged i n a pol yet hel yne bag,  f or  
t he pur pose of  pl ayi ng " sl i de"  gui t ar  (a l a Muddy Wat er s) .  I t  comes i n t wo si zes t o 
f i t  sk i nny or  pudgy f i nger s,  and i n t wo wei ght s,  a l i ght  model  f or  el ect r i c gui t ar s 
and gui t ar s wi t h l i ght  st r i ngs and l ow act i on,  and a heavi er  one f or  mor e t r adi t i onal  
pl ayi ng l ar ger  f l at  t op gui t ar s and ( f or  t he most  f unky)  st eel  Nat i onal s.

TRANSPGSOGRAPH- - FSGW member  Bi l l  Mor r i s says he has i nvent ed a si mpl e devi ce t o hel p 
t he gui t ar  pl ayer  t r anspose ( change key) .  The i nvent or  cl ai ms t hat  hi s Tr ansposogr aph 
wi l l  enabl e you t o t r anspose qui ckl y and easi l y f r om any key t o any ot her  key,  and i s 
especi al l y  usef ul  t o st r ummer s who do not  r ead musi c.  For  exampl e,  you can t r anspose 
t he of t en awkwar d chor ds shown i n song books t o chor ds i n a key wi t h f i nger  posi t i ons 
mor e f ami l i ar  t o you.  Bi l l  says t he devi ce may be used wi t h or  wi t hout  capo,  and i s 
equal l y  usef ul  wi t h banj o,  uke,  mandol i n,  gui t ar ,  et c.  He wi l l  send you a Tr ansposo­
gr aph ( no char ge)  i f  you send hi m a sel f - addr essed,  st amped,  envel ope wi t h your  r e­
quest  t o:  W. K,  Mor r i s,  c/ o Pr i nce Geor ge' s TB- Rd Assn. ,  5215 Chur ch Pl ace,  Hyat t svi l l e,
Md.  20781.

I t ' s come a l ong way si nce,  as . Fur r y Lewi s once sai d:  " . . . We used t o go down t o
t he Gener al  St or e wi t h our  gui t ar  on a l azy af t er noon.  Go i n and buy a bot t l e of  RC.  
We' d dr i nk up " t hat  RC and t hen br eak of f  t he t op of  t he bot t l e on a r ock,  and t hen,  
you' d hear  some gui t ar  pl ayi ng. . . "



- 4 -

Two ser vi ces avai l abl e t o member s ar e access t o t he t ape ar chi ves and t he exchange 
publ i cat i ons.  We' ve expl ai ned what  t hey ar e i n ear l i er  Newsl et t er s, but  her e ar e t he phone 
number s agai n i n case you' ve l ost  t hem.  I f  you' r e i nt er est ed i n bor r owi ng f r om t he t ape 
ar chi ves cal l  524- 5061;  and i f  you' d l i ke t o see some exchange publ i cat i ons,  cal l  522- 0648,  
eveni ngs and weekends i n bot h cases.

The most  r ecent  bi bl i ogr aphi es compi l ed by Joe Hi cker son at  t he Ar chi ve of  Fol k Song,  
Li br ar y of  Congr ess ( Washi ngt on,  DC 20540)  ar e on Amer i can Fol kl or e and Dul ci mer s ( Ham­
mer ed and Pl ucked) .  Copi es can be obt ai ned i n per son ( Li br ar y of  Congr ess Room G- 152,  
Monday- Fr i day,  8: 30HHOO)  or  by mai l  ( wr i t e or  phone 426- 5510) .

Looki ng f or  a uni que and t hought f ul  Chr i st mas gi f t  f or  your  f avor i t e r el at i ve,  f r i end,  
or  l over ? ( Those ar e not  mut ual l y excl usi ve cat agor i es. )  How about  a member shi p i n t he 
Soci et y? The r eci pi ent  woul d be ent i t l ed t o f r ee admi ssi on t o our  mont hl y pr ogr ams,  
hal f - pr i ce at  Speci al  Event s,  Newsl et t er  mai l ed f i r st - cl ass,  t he Soci et y Jour nal ,  access 
t o t he t ape ar chi ves and exchange publ i cat i ons,  di scount s at  pr ogr ams sponsor ed at  
Li sner ,  and a war m f eel i ng i nsi de whenever  he t hi nks of  you.

Fol kl or e Soci et y of  Gr eat er  Washi ngt on 
Box 19303,  20t h St r eet  St at i on 
Washi ngt on,  DC 20036

Encl osed i s a check f or :  $5. 00 ( i ndi vi dual  member shi p)  

Name

$7. 50 ( f ami l y)

Tel ephone

Addr ess Zi p

Send a gi f t  member shi p t o 
Name Tel ephone

Addr ess Zi p

FOLKLORE SOCI ETY OF GREATER WASHI NGTON 
P. O.  Box 19303 20t h St r eet  St at i on 
Washi ngt on,  DC 20036

RETURN REQUESTED

MEMBERSHI P


