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BI LL WI LLI AMS
Thi s mont h we ar e f or t unat e enough t o know what  our  pr ogr am wi l l  be i n ad­

vance.  I t  wi l l  be on Fr i day. Febr uar y 11t h, at  8: 30 p. m.  i n t he Smi t hsoni an 
I nst i t ut i on Nat ur al  Hi st or y Museum,  whi ch i s on Const i t ut i on Ave.  at  10t h St . , NW.  
The pr ogr am i s cosponsor ed by FSGW and t he Di vi si on of  Per f or mi ng Ar t s,  Smi t h­
soni an I nst i t ut i on.  And as usual  FSGW member s ar e admi t t ed f r ee;  non- member s 
pay $1. 00,  chi l dr en 50^.

Some of  you may have hear d Bi l l  Wi l l i ams l ast  summer  at  t he Smi t hsoni an' s 
Fest i val  of  Amer i can Fol kl i f e.  He i s a bl ues gui t ar i st  and si nger  f r om Kent ucky 
whose st yl e i s si mi l ar  t o John Jackson' s,  accor di ng t o Pr ogr am Chai r man Mi ke 
Ri ver s.  As a youngst er  Bi l l  pl ayed t he banj o,  but  t her e wer e so many banj o 
pl ayer s ar ound at  t hat  t i me t hat  he deci ded t o t ake up t he gui t ar ,  whi ch he has 
been pl ayi ng ever  si nce.  Hi s st yl e was heavi l y i nf l uenced by Bl i nd Bl ake,  whom 
he accompani ed i n and ar ound Tennessee i n t he 1920' s.  Bi l l  was a f an of  Mi ssi s­
si ppi  John Hur t  and pl ays some of  hi s songs.  Al so,  he was acquai nt ed wi t h Mer l e 
Tr avi s and t hey pl ayed t oget her  some.  I n f act ,  some col l ect or s t hi nk t hat  Tr avi s'  
st yl e was i nf l uenced some by Wi l l i ams.

Bi l l  Wi l l i ams wor ked on t he C & 0 Rai l r oad f or  many year s,  doi ng what ever  
r ai l r oad peopl e do.  He cur r ent l y l i ves i n Gr eenup,  Kent ucky.  I nci dent al l y,  he 
has been named a Kent ucky Col onel  and i s ver y pr oud of  t hat  f act ,  so i f  you get  
t o meet  hi m,  ask hi m about  i t .  He has an al bum out  on Bl ue Goose r ecor ds.

By t he way,  as l ong as we' r e t al ki ng about  mont hl y pr ogr ams,  you may be 
i nt er est ed t o know what  l ast  mont h' s sur pr i se pr ogr am was,  i n case you di dn' t  
get  t o i t .  We had Pet e Hoover  on banj o and Al an Jabbour  on f i ddl e,  pl ayi ng l ot s 
of  ol d f avor i t es whi ch we al l  enj oyed ver y much.  Ther e was a f ul l  house t hat  
ni ght  and some of  our  member s and f r i ends had t o be t ur ned away.  We' r e r eal l y 
sor r y about ,  but  i t  pr obabl y won' t  happen agai n because t he r est  of  t hi s season' s 
pr ogr ams wi l l  be i n t he Nat ur al  Hi st or y Museum audi t or i um,  whi ch i s l ar ger  and 
mor e i nt er est i ng ar chi t ect ur al l y,  so i f  you come ear l y t o get  a good seat ,  you 
can pass t he t i me by st ar i ng at  t he cei l i ng.  That  i s,  af t er  you t i r e of  l ooki ng 
ar ound t o see who el se i s t her e.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

FOLKSONGS AND BALLADS OF ABE LI NCOLN AND THE CI VI L WAR
On Sunday. Febr uar y 6,  1972. a pr ogr am on t he or al  t r adi t i ons and popul ar  

sent i ment s sur r oundi ng t he event s at  mi dpoi nt  i n our  nat i on' s hi st or y wi l l  be 
pr esent ed at  For d' s Theat r e,  l ocat ed at  5 H  10t h St . ,  NW. ,  Washi ngt on,  D. C.  I t  
begi ns at  7: 30 P. m.  and guess what — i t ' s FREE11 The pr ogr am i s cosponsor ed by 
FSGW,  t he Nat i onal  Par k Ser vi ce,  and t he Nat i onal  Fol k Fest i val  Associ at i on.  
Per f or mer s i ncl ude:  Gene Ander son,  Bob Cl ayt on,  Hazel  Di ckens,  Joe Hi cker son,
John Jackson,  Reed Mar t i n,  Hel en Schneyer ,  Joel  Shi mber g,  Kat hy Gol dman,  and Andy 
Wal l ace—names f ami l i ar  t o us al l .  Feat ur ed wi l l  be songs Li ncol n l oved,  banj o 
and f i ddl e t i mes,  sent i ment al  songs of  t he per i od,  Sout her n Negr o f ol k songs,  
f ol k bal l ads descr i bi ng t he l i t t l e- known event s of  t he Ci vi l  War  and Li ncol n' s 
deat h,  and l at er  r ecol l ect i ons of  t hat  t r agi c er a.  Nar r at ed by Joe Hi cker son.



OPEN SI NG
Thi s mont h* s Open Si ng wi l l  be Fr i day. Febr uar y 4,  at  t he Et hi cal  Soci et y,

7750 16t h St . ,  NW. ,  at  Kal mi a Road.  I t  begi ns at  9 P.m. and r uns unt i l  12 pl us.  
$1. 00 admi ssi on i s r equest ed and r ef r eshment s—cof f ee,  wi ne,  cheese & cr acker s,  
et c. —ar e f ur ni shed.  I t ’ s ver y i nf or mal ;  ever yone si t s ar ound on what  must  be t he 
most  comf or t abl e f l oor  i n Washi ngt on,  and t her e ar e l ow t abl es and candl es and 
even some games t o keep chi l dr en ( and som® adul t s ) occupi ed when t hei r  mi nds be­
gi n t o wander  f r om t he musi c.  By Open Si ng we mean wi de open—anybody can si ng 
or  pl ay.  I t ' s an oppor t uni t y t o t r y your sel f  out  i n publ i c,  and j udgi ng by t he 
t al ent  t hat  was di spl ayed at  l ast  mont h' s si ng,  t her e ar e l ot s of  peopl e i n t he 
Soci et y who deser ve bei ng hear d out si de t hei r  own l i vi ng r ooms.

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

SI NGI NG FROM THE SACRED HARP AND POTLUCK SUPPER,  Sunday,  Febr uar y 20t h,  4: 00 p. m.
Wayne Shi r l ey has i nvi t ed us t o hi s Capi t ol  Hi l l  home f or  t hi s mont h’ s get -  

t oget her .  At  t he r i sk of  bei ng sacr i l egi ous,  per haps we can do some songs about  
LOVE t o cel ebr at e Val ent i nes Day.  Cal l  Wayne at  5^3- 5469 f i nd out  wher e he 
l i ves and what  you shoul d br i ng.

BOARD MEETI NG
What  bet t er  way t o st ar t  of f  t he mont h t han t o at t end t he FSGW Execut i ve 

Boar d meet i ng t That ' s Tuesday,  Febr uar y 1st ,  at  8; 00 p. m.  i n Room 718 of  t he Du­
pont  Ci r cl e Bl dg* ,  1346 Connect i cut  Ave. ,  NW,  Ever yone' s i nvi t ed.

m  LAWS
The amendment  t o t he by l aws wher eby t he Soci et y coul d keep i t s ext r a f unds 

i n account s at  savi ngs and l oan i nst i t ut i ons ( you get  hi gher  i nt er est  t hat  way)  
was passed unani mousl y at  t he Januar y pr ogr am meet i ng,  amazi ngl y enough,  Who' d 
ever  t hi nk you' d f i nd so many money- hungr y l i t t l e capi t al i st s i n t he Fol kl or e 
Soci et y?

COMI NG UP—
Mar ch 10t h—Our  pr ogr am meet i ng wi l l  f eat ur e John Wi l cox doi ng moder n st uf f  

and a l ot  of  hi s own mat er i al .  8: 30 p. m. ,  Nat ur al  Hi st or y Museum.
Apr i l  7t h— Spr i ng sampl er  concer t  at  t he Nat ur al  Hi st or y Museum.  We' l l  

have det ai l s on per f or mer s i n l at er  Newsl et t er s.

FOLK AND FI DDLERS FESTI VALS
Her e ar e some f or  Febr uar y and a l i t t l e bi t  of  Mar ch.  For  mor e i nf or mat i on 

wr i t e or  cal l  Joe Hi cker son at  t he Ar chi ve of  Fol k  Song i n t he Li br ar y of  Congr ess,  
Washi ngt on,  DC 20540.  Phone 202^ 26- 5510.

Febr uar y 3- 5
« 4- 6

w 10-12

"  18- 20
"  19-20
" 20

Mar ch 3- ^
»* A

Kent  St at e Uni ver si t y Fol k  Fest i val ,  Kent ,  Ohi o 
12t h Annual  Uni ver si t y of  Chi cago Fol k  Fest i val  ( Cor r ect i on 

of  dat e gi ven i n Januar y Newsl et t er )
3r d Annual  Fol k and Bl ues Fest i val ,  West er n Mi chi gan 

Uni ver si t y,  Kal amazoo,  Mi ch,  ( Tent at i ve dat es)
Knoxvi l l e Fol k Musi c Fai r ,  Epwor t h Space,  Knoxvi l l e,  Ter m.  
Gor don Put nam Memor i al  Fi ddl er s Cont est ,  I l waco,  Wash.  St at e 
Fi ddl er s Cont est ,  Ar mor y Bandshel l ,  Tuscon,  Ar i z.  ( si c)  
Fi ddl er s Cont est ,  Gr anada,  Washi ngt on St at e 
Bal l ad Town Ol d Ti r ame Fi ddl er ’ s Cont est ,  For est  Gr ove,  Or egon



SPECI AL THANKS ar e due t o t he f ol l owi ng peopl e f or  hel p on t he member shi p commi t t ee 
t hi s mont h:  Mar y  Fai r bank ( we used her  pad) ,  Bar bar a Seal ey,  and Jenni f er  Jones.  
Next  member shi p commi t t ee meet i ng i s Thur sday,  Febr uar y 3I ' d at  8 p. m.  Locat i on 
t o be det er mi ned.  Thanks f or  your  hel p,  f ol kst  - - Jer emy Sachs,

Member shi p Chai r man

TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Her e i t  i s—your  own per sonal  l i st  of  phone number s t o hel p you f i nd what ­

ever  i t  i s you* r e l ooki ng f or  i n t he Fol kl or e Soci et y of  Gr eat er  Washi ngt on,
These ar e al l  eveni ngs and weekends t ype number s.

Tape Ar chi ves:
Rent al  of  ci r cul at i ng t apes:  522- 0648 
Dupl i cat i on of  t apes:  524- 5061 

Exchange publ i cat i ons:  522- 0648 
Member shi p quest i ons or  pr obl ems:  244- 2090 
I t ems f or  Newsl et t er  or  Jour nal :  337- 4353 
Gener al  quest i ons:  283- 2735 or  483- 6146

MEMBERSHI P
The Fol kl or e Soci et y of  Gr eat er  Washi ngt on i nvi t es you t o consi der  t he ad­

vant ages of  i nvest i ng a smal l  amount  i n r et ur n f or  a year ’ s wor t h of  good t hi ngs:  
Fr ee admi ssi on t o our  mont hl y pr ogr ams,  hal f - pr i ce at  speci al  event s,  Newsl et t er  
mai l ed f i r st  cl ass,  t he Soci et y Jour nal ,  pr i or i t y r egi st r at i on f or  t he annual  
Get away,  di scount s at  pr ogr ams sponsor ed at  Li sner ,  access t o t he t ape ar chi ves 
and t he exchange publ i cat i ons,  and so f or t h,  

of
FOLKLORE SOCI ETY GREATER WASHI NGTON Member shi p For m
Box 19303,  20t h St r eet  St at i on 
Washi ngt on,  DC 20036

Encl osed i s my/ our  check i n t he amount  of  $5* 00 ( i ndi vi dual )  /  $7- 50 ( f ami l y) _
f or  a  year ’ s member shi p i n t he Fol kl or e Soci et y of  Gr eat er  Washi ngt on.

Name:  Phone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Addr ess:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ______  Zi p _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Woul d you be wi l l i ng t o hel p t he Soci et y i n any way? Yes No Maybe ______



THE FOLKLORE SOCI ETY OF GREATER WASHI NGTON 
P. O.  Box 19303 20t h St r eet  St at i on 
Washi ngt on,  DC 20036


