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LABOR DAY SONG FEST

Ar l ene Rodenbeck,  Edi t or

On Monday,  Sept ember  4t h,  a FREE concer t  wi l l  agai n be pr esent ed at  Syl van 
Theat r e ( sout heast  cor ner  of  Washi ngt on Monument  gr ounds) .  Cosponsor s ar e t he 
AFL- CI O,  t he Musi ci ans Uni on,  Nat i onal  Par k Ser vi ce,  Nat i onal  Fol k Fest i val  
Associ at i on,  FSGW,  and pr obabl y some ot her  or gani zat i on we' ve negl ect ed t o ment i on.  
The pr el i mi nar i es wi l l  begi n at  6: 30 p. m.  when a uni on band wi l l  pl ay.  At  7: 30 
t he song f est  i t sel f  wi l l  begi n,  consi st i ng of  a cr oss sect i on of  l abor ,  wor k,  and 
occupat i onal  songs spanni ng t he hi st or y of  our  count r y f r om i t s f oundi ng t o t he 
pr esent .  Nar r at i ng t he pr ogr am wi l l  be l abor  f ol kl or i st  Ar chi e Gr een and per f or m­
i ng wi l l  be Hazel  Di ckens,  Jonat han Eber har t ,  Joe Gl azer ,  Joe Hi cker son,  John 
Jackson,  Hel en Schneyer ,  Mi ke Seeger ,  and Andy Wal l ace.  Sounds l i ke a good l i ne­
up,  doesn' t  i t ? So i nst ead of  r i ski ng your  l i ves on Our  Nat i on' s Hi ghways,  how 
about  st ayi ng i n t own f or  some good,  r el axi ng,  whol esome ent er t ai nment ? I n case 
of  r - a- i - n,  t he concer t  wi l l  be hel d at  t he I nt er depar t ment al  Audi t or i um on Con­
st i t ut i on Ave.  bet ween 12t h and 14t h St s. ,  al l  ot her  det ai l s bei ng t he same.

GETAWAY VI I
Our  sevent h annual  weekend- away- f r om- i t - al l  wi l l  be Sept ember  29- 0ct ober  2 

at  Pr i nce Wi l l i am For est  Par k,  Camp 4,  Dumf r i es,  Va.  Ther e' l l  be si ngi ng,  danci ng,  
concer t s,  wor kshops,  and l ot s of  f un wi t h ol d and new f r i ends al i ke.  Ther e pr obabl y 
ar en' t  any cabi n spaces l ef t  ( deadl i ne was Sept ember  l )  but  day passes ar e st i l l  
avai l abl e.  However ,  PRE* REGI STRATI ON i s r equi r ed f or  day passes ( Nat i onal  Par k 
Ser vi ce r ul es) .  The f ee i s $2. 50 a day f or  adul t s and $1. 00 f or  chi l dr en under  12.  
Tent  campi ng i s avai l abl e at  a di f f er ent  si t e i n t he same par k,  but  you must  make 
your  own ar r angement s f or  t hi s t hr ough Pr i nce Wi l l i am For est  Par k.  Tent  camper s 
and day commut er s must  pr ovi de t hei r  own f ood.  To pr e- r egi st er  wr i t e t o:  Get away 
VI I ,  c/ o Andy Wal l ace,  P. O.  Box 19303» 20t h St .  St at i on,  Washi ngt on,  DC 20036.  
Speci f y t he number  of  adul t s and chi l dr en,  . whet her  you want  Sat ur day and/ or  Sunday,  
and make your  checks payabl e t o F. S. G. W.  Get away.  The deadl i ne f or  dai l y pass 
pr e- r egi st r at i on i s Sept ember  22. I f  you have any ot her  quest i ons,  cal l  Andy at  
301- 934- 2595 ( home) .

FALL SAMPLER
On Sat ur day,  Sept ember  16t h,  a sampl er  concer t  wi l l  be pr esent ed at  t he 

Washi ngt on Et hi cal  Soci et y,  7750 16t h St .  NW.  at  Kal mi a Rd. ,  begi nni ng at  8: 30 p. m.  
" Sampl er s”  ar e our  way of  i nt r oduci ng you t o t he di ver se t al ent s of  some of  your  
f el l ow FSGW member s and f r i ends.  Our  per f or mer s t hi s t i me wi l l  be:  The Di l di ne
f ami l y,  who combi ne f ol k songs wi t h puppet s and ot her  i nt er est i ng t hi ngs;  Gene 
Ander son,  who i s known f or  hi s ol d,  sad,  Mot her  and God t ype songs;  Nan Gol and,  
who does par t i cul ar l y bl ues- t ype songs;  and Jan Hackman,  who does t r adi t i onal  
count r y musi c and al so t opi cal ,  cont empor ar y songs.  I nt r oduci ng bot h hal ves of  
t he pr ogr am wi l l  be t he Gr easy Run Toad Tr omper s ( Sam Ri zzet t a,  Mi ke Ri ver s,  and 
Bob Cl ayt on) . Sounds l i ke a f un- f i l l ed eveni ng i s i n st or e f or  us.  FSGW member s 
ar e admi t t ed f or  $1. 00;  non- member s f or  $2. 00.
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MONTHLY PROGRAMS—Our  mont hl y pr ogr ams wi l l  begi n agai n on Fr i day,  Oct ober  13.
They ar e al ways t he second Fr i day of  t he mont h at  8: 30 p. m.  Thi s year ,  however ,  
t her e wi l l  be a change i n l ocat i on. We' r e goi ng back t o t he Et hi cal  Soci et y at  
7750 16t h St .  and Kal mi a Rd. ,  NW.  Most  of  us ar e al r eady f ami l i ar  wi t h t he Et hi cal  
Soci et y as t hat  war m and f r i endl y pl ace wher e we have our  Open Si ngs and wher e we 
had our  pr ogr ams a coupl e year s ago.  Anot her  change t hi s year  i s t hat  nonmember s 
wi l l  be char ged $1. 50 at  t he door ,  whi l e member s of  FSGW wi l l  of  cour se st i l l  be 
admi t t ed f r ee.  ( Member shi p f or m f ound on page 3) -  Our  pr ogr ams ar e sor t  of  t he 
f ocal  poi nt  of  t he Soci et y,  wher e we t r y t o i nt r oduce our  member s t o t r adi t i onal  
f ol k per f or mer s or  t o peopl e who we f eel  ar e t he best  i nt er pr et er s of  our  f ol k 
t r adi t i ons.  We al so st r i ve t o pr esent  a wi de var i et y of  t ypes and st yl es of  f ol k 
musi c,  so t hat  each pr ogr am i s a l ear ni ng as wel l  as an enj oyi hg exper i ence.  Pr o­
gr am Chai r man Robi n Johnson i s busy l i ni ng up t he schedul e f or  t hi s year ,  but  
t her e' s not hi ng def i ni t e so we don' t  want  t o ment i on any names t hi s mont h.
OPEN SI NG—Thi s mont h' s Open Si ng wi l l  be on Fr i day,  Sept ember  1st ,  begi nni ng 
r ound about  9- ' P*m* at  t he Et hi cal  Soci et y,  7750 16t h St . ,  NW. ,  Admi ssi on i £ $1. 00 
and cof f ee,  wi ne,  cheese,  cooki es,  et c. ,  ar e f ur ni shed.  For  t he uni ni at ed,  t hese 
si ngs ar e our  mont hl y f r ee- f or - al l s wher e FSGW member s and f r i ends br i ng t hei r  
i nst r ument s,  songs,  voi ces,  and shar e a f ew hour s of  musi c and f un.
The FSGW Execut i ve Boar d wi l l  meet  t hi s mont h on Tuesday,  Sept .  5t h,  i n Room 718 
of  t he Dupont  Ci r cl e Bl dg. ,  1346 Conn.  Ave.  NW. ,  at  8 p. m.  Ever yone' s i nvi t edt
SI NGI NG FROM THE SACRED HARP—At  t he August  si ng ( yes,  t her e was one)  i t  was de­
ci ded t hat  si nce t her e wer e no of f er s of  homes f or t hcomi ng and si nce we usual l y 
have a si ng at  t he Get away,  t hat  our  Sept ember  si ng woul d be on Sunday,  Oct ober  1st ,  
at  t he Get away.  So r emember  t o br i ng your  books al ong.  I f  you ar en' t  pl anni ng t o 
come f or  t he whol e weekend,  but  woul d l i ke t o j oi n us f or  Sacr ed Har p si ngi ng,  be 
sur e t o pr e- r egi st er  f or  Sunday,  as descr i bed on page one of  t hi s Newsl et t er .  Al so,  
i f  you woul d l i ke t o host  t he r egul ar  Oct ober  si ng,  pl ease cal l  Ar l ene Rodenbeck 
( 337- 4353)  bef or e Sept ember  15t h so t hat  she can put  your  name i n t ne Oct ober  newsl et t er .
FSGW Tel ephone Number s—Her e i s your  own per sonal  l i st  t o hel p you f i nd what  you 
want .  Cal l  eveni ngs and weekends pl ease.  Keep t hi s—you' r e sur e t o want  i t  sooner  
of  l at er .

Tape ar chi ves:
Rent al  of  ci r cul at i ng t apes—Roni  Bowi e:  522-06*4-8
Dupl i cat i on of  pr ogr am t apes—Bob Cl ayt on:  332- 5050

Exchange publ i cat i ons—Roni  Bowi e:  522-06*4-8
Member shi p quest i ons or  pr obl ems—Gene Ander son:  2*44- 2090
I t ems f or  Newsl et t er  or  Jour nal —Ar l ene Rodenbeck:  337- 4353
Gener al  quest i ons—Andy Wal l ace:  301- 934- 2595

A f r ee BLUEGRASS concer t  wi l l  be pr esent ed on Sunday,  Sept ember  17t h,  at  t he Syl van 
Theat r e f r om 2 t o 6 p. m.  Sponsor ed by t he Nat i onal  Par k Ser vi ce,  t he pr ogr am wi l l  
f eat ur e t he Sel dom Scene,  t he St r ange Cr eek Si nger s,  t he Mor gan Fami l y,  and t he 
Shenandoah Cut ups.

About  t he same t i me t hat  you r ecei ve t hi s Newsl et t er ,  you wi l l  al so ( f i nal l y)  
r ecei ve Vol ume I I I  of  t he Jour nal  of  FSGW,  whi ch was abl y edi t ed by Pr of .  Est her  
Bi r dsal l ,  pr of essor  of  Engl i sh at  t he Uni ver si t y of  Mar yl and.  Our  t hanks t o her  
f or  a j ob wel l  done.  I f  you do not  r ecei ve a copy i t  i s because you ar e not  a mem­
ber  of  FSGW. However ,  t hose who j oi n bef or e November  1 wi l l  r ecei ve t he Jour nal ,  
and i n addi t i on,  we pl an t o Jour nal s avai l abl e at  our  pr ogr ams t hi s f al l .

I NTERESTED I N JOI NI NG FSGW? Member shi p ent i t l es you t o f r ee admi ssi on t o mont hl y 
pr ogr ams,  hal f - pr i ce at  Speci al  Event s,  Newsl et t er  mai l ed f i r st  cl ass,  t he Soci et y 
Jour nal ,  access t o t he t ape ar chi ves and exchange publ i cat i ons,  di scount s at  pr o­
gr ams cosponsor ed at  Li sner  Audi t or i um,  and a f ew ot her  t hi ngs.  Why not  f i l l  out  
t he f or m on page t hr ee and send i t  i n.
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TOM CAT BLUES

Thi s mont h Mi ke Ri ver s has cont r i but ed a song f or  us.  He l ear ned i t  f r om t he 
si ngi ng of  Tom Pal ey,  r ecor ded on Fol kways FA 2396,  The New Lost  Ci t y . Rambl er s,
Vol .  I  ( or i gi nal l y f r om t he Car l i sl e Br ot her s) .  Mi ke says i t  goes ni ce accompani ed 
on gui t ar  t uned i n open D or  E t uni ng,  DADF •/' AD, somet i mes cal l ed Vast opol  t uni ng 
( al so somet i mes cal l ed Spani sh t uni ng,  t hough pr obabl y i ncor r ect l y)  and pl ayed 
Hawai i an st yl e—wi t h a bar  or  sl i de.  Af t er  t he f i r st  ver se t he wor ds don’ t  qui t e 
f i t  t he not es,  but  you can f i gur e t hat  out .
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f\it t k« Cois inHie, ' Vx j kW Wi  t hey fo t

I ’ ve got  an ol d t om cat ,  when he st eps out
Al l  t he pussy cat s i n t he nei ghbor hood,  t hey begi n t o shout  
Her e comes Ri ng Tai l ed Tom,  he ’ s boss ar ound t he t own
And i f  y ou ’ ve got  your  heat  t ur ned up,  y ou ’ d bet t er  t ur n your  damper  down

Ri ng Tai l ed Tom on t he f ence,  t he ol d pussy cat  on t he gr ound 
Ri ng Tai l ed Tom come of f  of  t hat  f ence,  and t hey went  ’ r ound and ’ r ound 
Lor d,  h e ’ s qui ck on t he t r i gger ,  he ’ s a nat ur al  bor n cr ack shot  
He ’ s got  a new t ar get  ever y ni ght ,  and he sur e does pr act i ce a l ot

He makes t hem r oust  t hei r  bout s,  he makes t hem r ol l  t hei r  eyes
They j ust  c an’ t  r esi st  my Ri ng Tai l ed Tom no mat t er  how har d t hey t r y 
You’ d bet t er  wat ch ol d Ri ng Tai l ed Tom,  he ’ s r unni ng ar ound t he t own 
He won ’ t  have no pussy cat s come a- t om cat t i n’ ar ound

Ri ng Tai l ed Tom i s t he st uf f ,  he ’ s al ways r unni ng ar ound
Al l  t he pussy cat s i n t he nei ghbor hood c an’ t  get  ol d Ri ng Tai l  down
He ’ s al ways r unni ng ar ound,  j ust  c an’ t  be sat i sf i ed
He goes out  ever y ni ght ,  wi t h a new one by hi s si de

FOLKLORE SOCI ETY OF GREATER WASHI NGTON
P. O.  Box 19303,  20t h St r eet  St at i on Member shi p f or m
Washi ngt on,  DC 20036

I  ( we)  wi sh t o j oi n t he Soci et y;  encl osed i s $5* 00 ( i ndi vi dual )  . $7. 50 ( f ami l y) ,
f or  a year s member shi p.  Renewal  . Addr ess Change .

Name;  Phone: ______________

Addr ess:  __  Zi p: _____________

Woul d you be i nt er est ed i n hel pi ng t he Soci et y i n any way? Yes No Maybe___



On Sunday,  Sept ember  17t h,  begi nni ng at  2 p. m. ,  a f r ee bl uegr ass pr ogr am wi l l  al so 
be pr esent ed at  Pr i nce Wi l l i am For est  Par k,  Dumf r i es,  Va.  I t  wi l l  be cosponsor ed 
by t he Nat i onal  Par k Ser vi ce and t he Nat i onal  Fol k Fest i val  Associ at i on.  Per f or mi ng 
wi l l  be t he GRASS MENAGERI E.

EXCHANGE PUBLI CATI ONS—The exchange publ i cat i ons ar e,  as you know,  t he newsl et t er s,  
j our nal s,  and magazi nes t hat  FSGW get s f r om ot her  f ol k gr oups i n exchange f or  our  
newsl et t er  and j our nal .  They ar e an i nval uabl e sour ce of  i nf or mat i on about  f ol k 
musi c i n gener al  and about  what ’ s goi ng on i n ot her  soci et i es l i ke our s.  I f  you’ r e 
i nt er est ed i n per usi ng some of  t hem,  cal l  Roni  Bowi e at  522- 0648 eveni ngs and week ­
ends and she’ l l  l et  you know when she’ s goi ng t o be home.  Among t he publ i cat i ons 
we r ecei ve ar e sever al  t hat  you may be i nt er est ed i n subscr i bi ng t o your sel f —

Si ng Put t  i s pr obabl y t he best  known.  I t ’ s f ul l  of  ar t i cl es about  per f or mer s 
( Hazel  Di ckens & Al i ce Seeger  and John & Cor a Jackson have been f eat ur ed i n 
r ecent  i ssues) ,  book and r ecor d r evi ews,  r egul ar  col umns by peopl e l i ke Mi chael  
Cooney,  wor ds and musi c t o l ot s of  ol d and new songs,  and even per t i nent  ad­
ver t i si ng.  Subscr i pt i on r at es ar e $6. 00 f or  1 year  and $10. 00 f or  2 year s.
Make checks payabl e t o SI NG OUT I I nc.  and send t o 595 Br oadway,  New Yor k,
NY 10012.
Bl uegr ass Unl i mi t ed i s al so f ul l  of  ar t i cl es,  r evi ews,  ads,  et c.  ( about  bl ue­
gr ass,  obvi ousl y)  • But  i n addi t i on,  i t  gi ves ext ensi ve i nf or mat i on about  
what ’ s happeni ng—who’ s appear i ng i n whi ch gr oup,  wher e,  when,  et c.  Sub­
scr i pt i on r at es:  $5. 00 f or  1 year ,  $9* 00 f or  2 year s,  and $13* 00 f or  3
year s.  Send your  check t o Bl uegr ass Unl i mi t ed,  I nc. ,  Box i l l ,  Bur ke,  VA 22015*
Mugwumps’ I nst r ument  Her al d i s a r el at i vel y new publ i cat i on put  out  by a 
f el l ow FSGW member ,  Mi ke Hol mes.  I t  i s pr i mar i l y a cl assi f i ed adver t i si ng 
medi um f or  vi nt age musi cal  i nst r ument s,  but  al so pr esent s ar t i cl es about  
i nst r ument s,  t hei r  hi st or y,  r epai r ,  et c.  For  $5* 00 you get  a year ’ s subscr i p­
t i on ( 6 i ssues)  pl us 3 f r ee ads,  whi ch i sn’ t  a bad deal .  Send your  check t o 
Mugwumps*  I nst r ument  Her al d,  12704 Bar bar a Rd. ,  Si l ver  Spr i ng,  MD 20906 .

The r ef er ence t o t he adver t i si ng f ound i n t hese publ i cat i ons i sn’ t  meant  f acet i ous­
l y.  Ther e ar e a l ot  of  t hi ngs t hat  peopl e l i ke us ar e i nt er est ed i n t hat  y ou’ l l  
never  f i nd i n t he Yel l ow Pages.  I nci dent al l y,  you may al so be i nt er est ed i n t he 
Rounder  Recor ds peopl e,  who handl e l ot s of  f ol k musi c r ecor ds under  bot h t he " bi g”  
l abel s—Fol k Legacy,  Fol kways,  et c. —pl us l ot s of  l i t t l e l abel s t hat  ar e har d t o 
f i nd i n l ocal  r ecor d st or es.  For  a copy of  t hei r  cat al og,  wr i t e t o Rounder  
Recor ds,  727 Somer vi l l e Ave. ,  Somer vi l l e,  Mass*  02143.

Fol kl or e Soci et y of  Gr eat er  Washi ngt on 
P. O.  Box 19303,  20t h St r eet  St at i on 
Washi ngt on,  DC 20036


