
Newsletter

ISSN 0015-5950 Jim McRea, editor

Volume 57, Number 4	 fsgw.org	 December 2020

New Year’s Eve Dance - Sea to Sea!  • Online
Thursday December 31 • 8 pm (Eastern) • Details on page 3.

Kevin Elam, Julie Henigan, 
Melissa Weaver Dunning, & Lisa Null

Online • Sunday December 6 • 7 pm
Concert starts 7:30 pm

Starting with Celtic roots and then expanding into other genres in every imaginable direction...
Join us via Zoom for FSGW’s second concert of the pandemic year. We’ll have an opportunity to listen to great performers, interact 

with them, and visit with each other. We’ll go round-robin, and let each musician play off the ideas of the performances that preceded 
them on this evening. Expect an opportunity after the performances for a sing-around or just socializing.

Kevin Elam lives locally on the Virginia side of the Potomac. He loves and excels at Irish traditional 
music—he was awarded first place in Men’s English Singing at the 2019 Fleadh Cheoil na hÉireann, rarely 
won by an American! A multi-instrumentalist who boasts a strong background in classical piano and a 
degree in Jazz studies, he also loves early music and pre-baroque song. https://www.kevinelammusic.com/

Julie Henigan comes from the Ozarks, but studied Irish culture, language, and 
music in America and Ireland, subjects about which she has written both schol-
arly and popular books and articles. Her repertoire covers everything from Irish 
sean-nós singing styles to Ozarks variants of traditional American songs and 
contemporary songwriters who have caught her attention. Besides being a singer of traditional 
Irish, British, and American songs, she also plays fingerstyle guitar, clawhammer 
banjo, fiddle, and lap dulcimer. https://www.facebook.com/JulieHeniganMusic/

Melissa Weaver Dunning studied with Norman Kennedy—both his 
amazing traditional Scottish singing and his weaving and fiber-arts tech-

niques. But Norman’s songs were just the beginning of her repertoire; encounters with Frank Harte 
gave her a grounding in Irish material. She also worked alongside her family for 35 years to run the 
Bluemont Concert Series in rural and small-town Virginia west and south of the DC metro area.  
https://www.facebook.com/peaceweaver

Lisa Null co-founded Green Linnet records (which became America’s 
premier Celtic label) but loves American songs of every kind. She likes to 
find obscure songs in books that need reviving to bring them back into 
circulation, such as the songs of Carrie Grover, who was born in Nova Scotia, lived in Maine, and descended 
from an Irish family. Lisa has three CDs available on the Smithsonian Folkways label. (The most recent, Lega-
cies, is being re-issued shortly, and might not be showing yet.) https://www.facebook.com/Lisa.Null.singer/

Register at https://www.fsgw.org/concerts to get the Zoom link.

Cost to register: Free; Suggested donation: $20 per listener. (If you feel generous and can afford it, a 
higher amount will help support the performers.)  Info: Charlie Baum, cbaum@fsgw.org.
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Sings

FSGW Open Sing • Online
Friday, December 4 • 7:30 p.m.

Libby and Sarah McKnight will host our December Open Sing. The 
topic for December will be Trees. Please register in advance. 
Registration deadline is 12 Noon EST on December 4th. Zoom 
link will be sent the afternoon of December 4th. This gives us much 
needed time for setup. Info: vince@vincewilding.com. Registration 
form is at: https://forms.gle/qbSHw7Y17yuQ6MRBA.

FSGW-Cosponsored: 

Schweinhaut Song Circle • Online
Third Wednesday, December 16 • 1 to 3 pm

Everyone, regardless of age or talent, is welcome to participate 
in the Schweinhaut Song Circle. We sing old and new, humorous 
and serious, timeless and topical songs. As we go around the 
Zoom room, everyone has a chance to sing, request a song, or 
just pass. To help us get started, Wendy Lanxner will lead songs 
with guitar accompaniment. She’s happy to accompany any song 
she knows or can find the chords for. It’s helpful if you send your 
requests in advance using the form in the registration link below. 
Bring or request your favorite songs about the holidays! After 2 
p.m., you’re welcome to lead songs, with or without instrumental 
accompaniment. The Zoom link will be sent Wednesday morning to 
those who have previously attended the Song Circle using Zoom. If 
you are new to the Song Circle, please register at 
https://forms.gle/jr4sR9tmu6VRMBdN8 by Tuesday, December 15, 
to receive the Zoom link. For more information about using Zoom, 
please go to fsgw.org/event-4014774

Storytelling
FSGW Co-sponsored: 

The Grapevine • Online
Wednesday, December 9 • 7:30-9:00 pm

Join us via Zoom for our featured tellers this month, Nancy Donoval 
and Valerie Tutson! The Grapevine is spoken-word performance 
for adults and teens, celebrating the timeless art of the story, hosted 
by storytellers Noa Baum, Renée Brachfeld, and Tim Livengood. 
Please register at https://fsgw.org/grapevine to get the necessary 
Zoom information.
Nancy Donoval finds humor in the hard stuff, in moments that 
change us: first kisses, lost love, the untimely death of a parent, and 

a trip to the bathroom of the opposite gender. She is the reigning 
National Story Slam Champ with a selection from “The Road to 
Shameless: A Survivor’s True Story of Rape and Recovery.” More 
about Nancy at http://www.nancydonoval.com 
Valerie Tutson draws stories from around the world with an 
emphasis on African traditions, including stories and songs from 
travels in South Africa, in West Africa, and stories from African 
American history. Valerie has recently served as the co-Director 
of the National Black Storytelling Festival in Providence, RI. More 
about Valerie at http://www.valerietutson.com 
Please LIKE and FOLLOW us on Facebook, and leave a comment 
how you feel about the show. It helps us spread the word about 
storytelling!

FSGW Dances

FSGW English Country Dance • Online
Wednesdays • 8–10 pm

Wednesday night FSGW English Country Dances are now on Zoom! 
The dances will be called to recorded music, with the program 
adapted to one or two dancers. Zoom details and other particulars 
for the dances will be sent via email. Contact ecd@fsgw.org (and 
include your first and last name) if you would like to receive the 
e-blasts about these online dances. These online dances are free, 
but if you would like to help support the caller’s effort, please see 
the website for details. Info: fsgw.org/english-country-dance
December

2 	 Dan Gillespie	 23 	 Melissa Running
9 	 Andrea Nettleton	 30 	 Ann Fallon
16 	 Kappy Laning

FSGW Sunday Night Contra • Online
Sunday, December 13 • 8 pm

Join us for our virtual dance concert series! There will be no caller 
but the music will all be danceable contra- and waltz-style tunes. 
Feel free to dance alone, pin your friends over zoom, or just hang 
out and listen. The music will be 8-9:30 with two breaks so you can 
chat with each other and with our wonderful musicians. Band TBA. 

FSGW Board Meeting • Tuesday, December 1 • 8 PM 
Monthly FSGW Board meetings are all electronic via 
Zoom. Meetings are open to all FSGW members; contact 
president@fsgw.org or webmaster@fsgw.org for a link 
to the meeting. If you wish to have the Board consider a 
particular matter, please contact the appropriate Board 
member or Charlie Pilzer at president@fsgw.org at 
least two days in advance of the scheduled meeting.

FSGW Board 2020–2021
 

Charlie Pilzer, President	 president@fsgw.org 
April Blum, Vice President 	 vicepresident@fsgw.org
Will Strang, Tresurer	 treasurer@fsgw.org
Amanda Muir, Secretary	 secretary@fsgw.org
Ben Sela, Dance	 dance@fsgw.org
Charlie Baum,, Programs	 program@fsgw.org
Jim McRea, Publications	 newsletter@fsgw.org 
Vacant, Membership	 membership@fsgw.org 
Vacant, Publicity	 publicity@fsgw.org 

Members-at-Large	 	
	 Jerry Blum	 board1@fsgw.org
	R enée Brachfeld	 board2@fsgw.org
	 Jim Gillard  	 board3@fsgw.org

	
Mini-Fest Coordinating Committee

April Blum, Mini-Fest Chair (Logistics/Dance) 	 minifest@fsgw.org 
Charlie Baum, Mini-Fest Co-Chair (Programs)   	 cbaum@fsgw.org

Washington Folk Festival Coordinating Committee
Joel Bluestein	 joelhbluestein@gmail.com 
Ingrid Gorman 	 ingridgorman@gmail.com

Missing the calendar? 
Due to space limitations for the print version of 

the Newsletter, the calendar is on-line  this month 
— fsgw.org/newsletter
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Information about upcoming virtual dance concerts (Including 
registration and viewing info) can be found at: 
https://fsgw.org/sunday-contra-square-dance

New Year’s Eve Dance - Sea to Sea! 
 Online

Thursday December 31 • 8 pm (Eastern)
Toast in the New Year Sea to Sea! A grand New Year’s 
Event is planned, with multiple tracks of programming for 
contra dance, English Country Dance, other couples and 
solo dances, concerts, and socialization. Come hang out 
online virtually with your friends and meet new friends 

on New Year’s Eve! Save the date—New Year’s Eve—and join us to 
toast in the New Year four times across the continent online folkie 
style. More information, including how to get the link, will be posted 
at  https://fsgw.org/NYE-online or https://NYE.dance Stay tuned!

Cosponsored

Glen Echo International Folk Dancers  
Online

Thursdays • 7:30 (Except Thanksgiving!)
Glen Echo Folkdancers have gone from the Ballroom Annex to 
Online. Come join us for a fun evening of International Folk dances 
and good times with friends old and new! Join our Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87152651884?pwd=QWVyVEc1cm9u
WTNqTkwrYTdPWlRrdz09 Meeting ID: 871 5265 1884  Password: 
145 Info: dancingplanet@erols.com

Cosponsored

Greenbelt International Folk Dance • Online
Fridays • 7:30 pm

Friday night Greenbelt International Folk Dancing has gone “virtual.”
As we all practice good social distancing, many in our folk dance 
community are feeling the absence of our usually scheduled local 
dances. In response, please join us for the Greenbelt Virtual Folk 
Dance Session. Let’s keep dancing!

•	 Connect and dance in our own homes
•	 Watch hosts leading familiar dances
•	 See each other; listen and dance to our favorites

How:  We will be using the ZOOM video conferencing app to share 
music and live videos of the leaders and each other. This can be 
used on a desktop, laptop, or smartphone. 
What to Expect: Your hosts are Linda Mansdorf, Vita Hollander, 
Ben Hole, and John Robinson. They will play 25 to 30 dances, 
which should approximate the number of dances normally done on 
a Friday night in-person event. The hosts will do a quick teaching or 
demonstration of the steps to some of the dances that may be less 
familiar to you or just as a refresher, but the session is not designed 
as a workshop, so the majority of the evening will be spent playing 
dances that many of us already know and love to do.
How To Join Us: Each week we’ll send an email with the Zoom Meeting 
link ID. Make sure John Robinson knows you would like to receive 
the email with the link. John’s email for Info: j_srobinson@verizon.net. 
https://www.facebook.com/GreenbeltInternationalFolkDancing/

Concerts

Washington Revels & Carpe Diem Arts  
Daily Antidotes of Song • Online

Daily • 12 Noon
Each day at noon, Washington Revels and Carpe Diem Arts offer 
“notes of hope” as a song leader from our roster of local, national and 
international guest artists shares a song online. Watch our website for 
announcements about specially-themed weeks. Great for all ages! 
Attend via the virtual concert room or sing along on Facebook Live; 

see our website for participation instructions. Free; donations to the 
“Antidote Fund” are encouraged and support the artists. Info: Jo Rasi, 
jrasi@revelsdc.org; revelsdc.org/2020/daily-song/.

“A Season of Reveling” • Online
Throughout the Month of December

The magic of Washington Revels has moved online and, like a band 
of jolly wassailers, we hope you’ll invite us in to share our Fall theme, 
Hearth & Home, from the comfort of your own home! Our “Season of 
Reveling” celebrates the closeness of family, the comfort of friends, 
and the many holidays that mark our journey from Autumn to Winter. 
In December, Revels community members will invite us (virtually) to 
light menorah candles for Hanukkah, to celebrate Nordic musical 
traditions in a Santa Lucia festival, and to welcome the Shortest Day 
during our Winter Solstice Revels. Free and ticketed virtual events. 
Info: info@revelsdc.org; revelsdc.org/season/

Winter Solstice Revels • Online/Virtual
Sunday, December 20 • 7 pm

Gather the family and join Washington Revels for this “Season 
of Reveling” highlight! Our Winter Solstice Revels will kindle the 
spirit of the season. This year the glow may come from our favorite 
devices rather than the flaming Yule log, but the warmth will 
be just as real as we celebrate with traditional Revels singalongs, 
performances by our virtual choruses of Adults,Teens and Children, 
and the cheerful sound of the Washington Revels Brass. Mark Jaster, 
Sabrina Mandell, and their friends at Happenstance Theater join us 
for a special 2020 mummers play, and Foggy Bottom Morris brings 
the haunting Abbots Bromley Horn Dance to life. Revel with us, 
wherever you may be, as we take joy together on the Shortest Day. 
Tickets required; post-event access is included with your purchase. 
Info: info@revelsdc.org; revelsdc.org/season/

Dances

Friday Night Contra • Online
December 4 & 18 • 8:30 pm

Friday Night Contra Dancers have gone Virtual! Join us on Zoom for 
Contras that have been modified to work for quarantined dancers! 
The Zoom room opens at 8:00 for social time, and stays open after 
the dances for more social time. Visit the FND Facebook page for all 
the info, date, and callers:
 https://www.facebook.com/groups/fridaynightdancers/

Mid-Atlantic Norwegian Dancers • Online
Saturday December 5 • 6:30 pm

Our Monthly Zoom potluck & music/dancing with MAND (Mid-
Atlantic Norwegian Dancers).  In lieu of our famous traditional cozy 
potluck socials, let’s take potluck from our own fridges/pantries 
and chat while eating. Then listen/dance/watch as our Loretta 
Kelley and Sonia White alternate sets on their magical Norwegian 
Hardanger fiddle and Swedish nyckelharpa, plus often a guest 
Hardanger fiddler.  Then some folks will stay for the afterparty, 
with more chat and BYO dessert/snacks, as others drift off.  
Info: http://MAND.fanitull.org

Scandinavian Virtual Dance/Music Event 
Online

Saturday, December 19 • 8 - 9:30 pm
Scandia DC will be holding it’s 7th virtual dance/music event on 
Zoom in December. The evening will feature 1/2 hour of dance 
teaching to recorded music followed by several live music sets for 
dancing. The first set will allow musicians to play along (on mute) 
with the lead musician. Tunes in that set will be available on the 
website in advance of the evening.   Info: Linda@ScandiaDC.org to 
get on the list to receive an invitation if you are not already on the 
list. More information will be available at ScandiaDC.org and in the 
invitation email closer to the event.
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 Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday Saturday 

1
Noon	R evels Daily 

Antidote of Song – 
Every day!

8 FSGW Board 
Meeting

2
8 FSGW English 
Country Dance   

      with Dan 
Gillespie

3
7:30  Glen Echo 

Int’l Folk Dance

4
7:30 FSGW 
Open Sing

8:30 Greenbelt 
Int’l Folk Dance

8:30 Friday Night 
Contra Dance

with Sugar Beat!

5
6:30  MAND 

Potluck/Dance

6 
7  FSGW Concert 
with Kevin Elam, 

Julie Henigan, 
Melissa Weaver 
Dunning, & Lisa 

Null

7 8 
 

Newsletter 
Deadline!!

9
7:30 FSGW 
Grapevine 

        Storytelling

8 FSGW English 
Country Dance 

with 
 Andrea 

Nettleton

10 
First Night of 

Hanukkah
7:30  Glen Echo 

Int’l Folk Dance

11
8:30 Greenbelt 

Int’l Folk Dance

12    

13
8  FSGW

Contra Dance

14 15 16
1 FSGW 

Schweinhaut 
Song Circle

8 FSGW English 
Country Dance 

with Kappy Laning

17
 

7:30  Glen Echo 
Int’l Folk Dance

18 
Last Day of 
Hanukkah
8:30 Greenbelt 

Int’l Folk Dance

8:30 Friday Night 
Contra

19
8 Scandia DC 

Dance

20
7  Winter Solstice 

Revels

21
Happy 
Winter 

Solstice!

22 23
8 FSGW English 
Country Dance 

with 
Melissa Running

24
Christmas Eve

 

25
Christmas Day

26 
 

First Night of 
Kwanzaa

27
 	
	

28 29 30
8 FSGW English 
Country Dance 
with Ann Fallon

31
New Year’s Eve

7:30  Glen Echo 
Int’l Folk Dance
8 FSGW NYE Sea-

to-Sea Contra 
and Square Dance

December 2020
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How to submit a listing to 
the FSGW Newsletter

1. Please look at this Newsletter 
and determine under what cate-
gory your listing should appear. 
When submitting copy by email, 
put that category in the subject line, 
followed by the month.  E.g., Classes 
[Month], Concert [Month], Dance 
[Month], and so forth. Putting the 
category in the subject line makes 
it easier for the editor to retrieve 
groups of events.  

2. Please submit all listings in 
FSGW format. All information 
should be submitted in the follow-
ing sequence:

Event Title • City, State Abbrevia-
tion

Day of the week, Date • start 
time - end time One or two 

sentences only. Location (+ zip 
code for GPS). 

Ticket prices.
Info: Contact Name at Phone 
number (no parentheses in phone
 numbers) email/website.

NB: The city and state appear in 
the header; do not repeat them in 
the body, but in this age of Droids 
and GPS units, you need to include 
the 5-digit zip code—it goes right 
after the street address.  Submit 
entries to newsletter@fsgw.org

FSGW’s On Social 
Media 

Check Us Out!

Facebook: facebook.com/
DCFolklore

Twitter: twitter.com/
DCFolklore

Instagram: instagram.com
dcfolklore?igshid=j9j1hzpizy

FSGW Newsletter Editorial and Advertising Policy
The Folklore Society of Greater Washington endeavors to print copy it deems relevant to 

its membership and purpose as stated in its by-laws: “The main purpose of the Society 
is to further the understanding, investigation, appreciation, and performance of the 
traditional folk music and folklore of the American people.”

• All copy must be submitted by e-mail to newsletter@fsgw.org in text format in the 
body of the e-mail by the 8th of the preceding month.

• All listings must be submitted in the format set out in the “How to Submit” Box above. 
The format is also on our website (fsgw.org). Just click on Newsletter and look for a 
paragraph in green.

• The Editor reserves the right to edit or omit copy as necessary. Ad content must be 
approved by the Editor.

Basic Ad charges: 1/4 page ads (3.4” x 4.5” or 7.25” x 2.5”): $65 for one month, $120 for two. 
Commercial business: $8 for 10 words. Noncommercial and individual: $4 for 10 words. 25% 
discount for any single ad placed in 11 consecutive issues (one year) and paid in advance. We 
will work with you on larger ads. Copy, with check made payable to FSGW, must be received by 
the newsletter deadline. Mail to  FSGW, P.O. Box 323, Cabin John, MD 20818. 

Jim McRea, Editor  • newsletter@fsgw.org
Design & Layout: Jennifer Woods GRAPHICS • Silver Spring, MD

FSGW needs your support. We are an all-volunteer society. 
The 200+ events we sponsor each year rely on membership 

fees but it ’s not enough to cover expenses. Please help us by 
donating this month. 

We are urgently seeking a Membership Chair and a 
Publicity Chair.

If you are interested in volunteering to fill 
either of these positionsplease contact 
Charlie Pilzer at president@fsgw.org.  

Support folk music on your local community radio stations!
Saturday nights listen to Mary Cliff’s Traditions (Washington’s 

longest-running radio show devoted to folk music) from 9 pm to 
midnight on WERA-FM Arlington (96.7 FM or streaming at wera.fm). 
There was a recent news article about Mary, in the Beacon Newspa-
per: www.thebeaconnewspapers.com/mary-cliff-folk-music-
and-radio-legend/

And tune in to WOWD-LP Takoma Park (94.3 FM or streaming at takomaradio.
org); many shows of interest to blues, folk, reggae, and other traditional music 
enthusiasts. Full schedule/show descriptions at  takomaradio.org.
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The Folklore Society of Greater Washington is a not-for-profit [Section 
501(c)(3) of the IRS code] institution, and we encourage the financial 
contributions of our members. Contributions in excess of annual dues 
are welcome and may be tax-deductible. Please mail your gift to FSGW, 
P.O. Box 323, Cabin John, MD 20818. Subscriptions to the Newsletter are 
available only outside the Greater Washington Metro area.

FSGW is dedicated to preserving and 
promoting traditional folk arts in the 

Washington, D.C., metropolitan area. 
Membership is open to all who support these 

goals upon payment of dues.

Each Member must submit a separate form

Name:____________________________________________________

Street_____________________________________________________

City_______________________________State_____ Zip_____________

Email:______________________________@______________________

Preferred Phone: __________-__________-_________

Mobile Phone: ____________-__________-_________

o I would like to receive the weekly e-blast about FSGW events.

Directory Listing: We will list your name in our Membership 
Directory (visible only to FSGW Members who are logged into the FSGW 
website). May we also list the above information?
	 o Yes
	 o Yes, but do not list my:
	 o Address	 o Preferred Phone
	 o Email	 o Mobile Phone

FSGW Membership Form

Send form and check made payable to FSGW to:
FSGW Membership • FSGW, c/o M. Burnett, 10001 Boreland Ct., Bristow, VA 20136

P.O. Box 323
Cabin John, MD 20818

o  New Membership   o Renewal    o Change of Address
Type

o 	 Individual One-Year Membership $25.00
o 	 Individual Lifetime Membership $500.00

Newsletter Paper Subscription:
o	  I have chosen an Individual One-Year Membership
	 o 	 Please mail me a paper copy of the FSGW 
		  Newsletter, $30.00 annual fee.
	 o 	 I will read the online version of the FSGW 
		  Newsletter and do not want a paper copy mailed to me. 	
		  FSGW suggests opting for the eco-friendly online version to help
		  the society manage costs and save the planet.
o 	 I have chosen an Individual Lifetime Membership
	 DO NOT write a credit card number on this form. 

If you want to pay be credit card, please visit fsgw.org/join.


